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Battle of the toughest, Newcastle 
| Jet's workhorse Richard Johnson 
(tight) fet’s the mouth do the talking 
against Sydney's Andrew Packer in 

a rain soaked Aussie Stadium. 

For more turn to page 17 for the 
low-down on what happened in the 
one-all draw and who grabbed the | 
highlights of what was an otherwise 
spiteful match. 
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Thwaite thrives under pressure 


okie Socceroos 
defender Michael 
‘Thwaite believes he's 


suffered enough setbacks in his 
short career to be mentally 
tough enongh to handle the 


impressive debut for the 
Socceroos in this month's 5-0 
win over Jamaica and, with 
uncapped Ante Covic third- 
string keeper, will likely be the 
most inexperienced member of 
the Australian team to take part 
in the two-legged qualifier. 
‘Thwaite is expected to shoul- 
der a hefty load in central 
defence with skipper Craig 


part in that campaign, or that 
Australia has since conceded 


defender said he was up to the 


challenge of facing Uruguay in 
‘enemy territory in the fist leg on 
November 12. 

‘And Thwaite believes whal- 
ever he may Tack in experience, 
fhe more than makes up for in 


of pressure on the defence a the 
moment but I like that and so 
does the rest of the Australian 
squad." 

"I think our defence has 
improved each time we've 
played and trained with Guus 
and I think the transition 
between our defence and our 
attack i starting to take shape." 

Thwaite narrowly missed 


team, 


life, and you've just got to work 
hard and put your head down 


‘mance against Jamaica, Thwaite 


Adelaide team spirit 


the key 


delaide United players 
are cock-i-hoop after 


their impressive win 


Melbourne Victory on Friday 


‘Midfielder Angelo Costanzo 


- Costanzo 


"We are a very close grup of 
players,’ Costanzo told the Sunday 
at Mail. "I have never been in an 
atmosphere this good. Team bond- 
ing has played a very important 
part in achieving our results. 

“It's (coach John Kosmina's) 


stid Hiddink and assistant coach 
Graham Amold had noted s few 
positions) errors which he has 
tried to in out in recent weeks 
playing for his club FC National 
in the Romanian first division 


impressed with Thwaite's efforts 
since coming into the nztional 


‘Thwaite labelled Uruguay star 
Alvaro Recoba as the biggest 
threat 10 Australia during the 
two-legged playoff, which con- 
cludes in Sydney on November 
16, and said the Socceroos 
defenders had to remain wary of 
the South Americans’ pioy of 


‘more years yet, and hoped to join 
higher level league - preferably 
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camp is their secret weapon as they 
stay clear at the top of the A- 
League table. 


Kossies style, 
"He's a players coach and he 


sticks up for us when the pressure 
is on, Wee all good mates. But 
were still along way from achiev- 
{ng our goal which was to mke the 
final this season." 

Costanzo says he enjoys his role 
as a screen in front of the Reds 
defence: "Tam alot more comfort 
able there than I was earlier in the 
season, 

"| havent played there for a 
‘while and we've found that were 
now blocking out alot of supply to 
the strikers, Against Melboome we 
aeeded to shut out supply o Archie 


Parramatta Eagles Soccer Academy are holding trials 


for the 2006 SEASON Under 12 ACADEMY SIDE 
on Saturday Sth November 
at Melita Stadium 
Everley Road, Chester Hill 


START TIME: 9.30am 


To register please arrive 45 minutes earlier 
Canteen facilities available 
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~ SBS Snags 

{ Socceroos 
ée F decider 
Australia's date with des- 

tiny aganst Uruguay is 


coming up in November and 
| ER Australian football fans can 
see both legs of the World 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE || |i. Siete. 


7 " Known 2 the longest 
TRIALS || |e 
the code, SBS will have the 


FIRST GRADE & UNDER 20'S likes of Les Muay, Craig 


Foster, Andrew Orsatti, 


‘Simon Hill and expert com- 
Pia p Daw hears 


SUNDAY 13.11.2005 10.00AM ae 
SUNDAY 20.11.2005 10.00AM ‘SBS BROADCAST 
AT DETAILS 
GREENLESS PARK FintLeg 
Cnr Greenlees Street & lan Parade Sunday 13 November 
CONCORD 9:30am AEDT 
(LIVE to all centres) 
Contact: George Paradisis 0414 505 805 (Replayed @ 5:00pm) 
Second Leg 
Wednesday 16 November 
7:00pm AEDT 
(LIVE to all cenires) 
(Replayed @ 2:30pm on 
‘Sunday 20 November) 


EGISTRATIONS FOR THE ABOVE CLUB IN 2006 
ARE NOW OPEN! 


‘The lus taining faites are based in Llcohords Haberfield and Acid. 


Join Australia’s most famous Soccer Club, 
a club that has housed more Socceroos and 
National Team Captains than any other club 

in the history of Australian Football. 


TIM CAHILL current Everton and Socceroo Superstar commenced 
ED lao Rapa nn = MT ate 


ABSW (3) 
P08 


J 
mounties 


Mt Pritchard Federation 
Soccer Club 
Trials to be held on: 


Wednesday 2/11/05 & 9/11/05 
Commencing 6.45pm 


Sunday 6/11/05 & 13/11/05 
Commencing 9.45am 


Venue: 


Cook PARK 


Meadows Road 
MT PRITCHARD 


BOBBY CHARLTON 
SOCCER SCHOOLS 


(AusTRaLiA) 


ww wabobbycharltonsoccerschool.com 


WANTED BOLTON WANDERERS FC 
Coaches + Players + Referees + From the English Premier League 
Managers? and 


Advertise in BOBBY CHARLTON SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA 
Are holding a five day residential camp! 


ABS W Wollongong University NSW 
Coaches from the BWFC Academy 
Call John Economos (UEFA, A badge) 


Jan 15th to 20th, 2006 
(02) 9744 6984 


ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


INVITES ALL FOOTBALL SUPPORTERS TO ATTEND 
THE 
AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE FOOTBALL FEDERATION 
NATIONAL COMBINED SERVICES CARNIVAL 


GRANVILLE 


SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER 
Womens 0830 Vs Australian Army 
Mens 1430 VS Australian Army 


MONDAY 31 OCTOBER 
Mens 0830 Vs New Zealand Defence Force 
‘Womens 1430 Ws New Zealand Defence Force 


TUESDAY O01 NOVEMBER 
Womens 0830 Vs _ Royal Australian Air Force 
Mens 1430 Vs Royal Australian Air Force 


THURSDAY O03 NOVEMBER 
Womens 1030 Vs NSW Emergency Services 
Mens 1230 Vs NSW Emergency Services 


“Come and watch the Battle” 


www.ransf.com 


ren ibaa KIPMB fSpanSet 


PACIFIC MARINE BATTERIES 
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(®) ABS: 


Adshead admits 
recruiting failure 


‘ew Zealand Knights coach John Adshead has put 
his hands up this week, admitting he 'got it wrong’ 
over preseason recruiting. 

"We are a neat and tidy team but we don't hurt the opposi- 
tion," Adshead said, 

"What we did wrong wes select the wrong type of players 
from the outset. We have four very similar midfield players 
and four very similar strikers. We just didn't get the blend 
right.” 

The former Oman 
national coach bristled at sug- 
gestions he ignored the talent 
in the local National League, 
including South Africa inter- 
national strikes Keryn Jordan 
and Grant Young, plus Kiwi 
Brent Fisher. 

“smile when Tread this 
stuff, We spoke to all those 
players. We had a deadline of 
March 17 to finalise a squad 
but these players were either 
contracted elsewhere or chas- 
ing dreams overseas.” 

és He added: *We will be 

‘Zenon Caravella has 0 established club in this 

been the only stand-out league in five years, I don't 

In an otherwise ordinary doubt that.” 

NZ Knights squad The Knights though are siting 
pretty at the foot of the A 

League ladder and have been tipped as this season's wooden 

spooners. 

Ttseems as one of the only players that has risen to the ocea- 
sion of playing in the A-League has been that of ex-Sydney 
Olympic midfielder Zenon Caravella who has excelled as one 
of the Knights best players to date, 

Speculation grew that English striker Simon Yeo was to 
depart the Knights and move back to England but the striker 
denied the reports which leaked back to the UK. 


weeny 
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Roos can match Uruguay 


ssistant coach approach info the first leg. fire during the _‘fit FC Thun, said he mover 
Graham Arnold is The second leg will be Confederations Cup in May feared opting out of the camp 
confident the played in Sydney four days for leaking 10 goals in three would bring « premature end 
Socceroos have enough later. games, had provided the this intemational career, 
flexibility to counter any "I's very difficult to go most discussion in putting "It was a bit difficult my 
surprises Uruguay may against any team and say the squad together. decision going back for my 
have in store for this we'll defend for 90 minutes, "The squad from probably brother's wedding," he said. 
month's World Cup play- you've got to go and play defensive midfield forward "It was not as if T was 
off. ‘your own game. picked itself, so what I tried choosing not to play for my 
‘Arnold, who arrived in "Everyone's got todefend, to de is show (Hiddink) as country because I was stay- 
London on Friday to start and thats what we've worked many alternatives at centre ing and playing for my cub. 
finalising preparations for extremely hard on in the last back as possible," Amold — “T've always been therefor 
the playoff, admitted the loss three months since Guus his ~ said ‘my national team, Ive never 
‘of skipper Craig Moore, who come into the job. Despite missing this said no, and I've sufftred 
suffered a recurrence to his month's training camp and major injuries playing for 
hamstring injury two weeks Australis 5-0 win over Australia so if someone ever 
ago, would be a blow. Jamaica in London, Swiss- questioned my commitment 
But he was confident the based centre back Ljubo and desire to play for my 
players picked would ‘be Milicevic was given the nod country then they'e obviows- 
strong enough to take care of ahead of incumbent squad ly barking up the wrong 
any surprises Uruguay may members Jade North, Jon tree.” 
spring on them, particular in 2 McKain and Simon _In terms of representatives, 
the first leg in Montevideo. ~] Colosimo. from this year's A-League 
"As Guus has said from fan Milicevic performed well Melbourne Victory’s ace 
day one we need to be more \samsu N uring the Confederations striker Archie Thompson 
adaptable," Armold said. Bi Cop, but was dropped for was given the green light in 
"Before the game, five Hiddink’ first waining camp touring with the Australian 
minutes into the game, if bares aspire tory and the Oceania qualifiers squad. 
Uniguay surprise usby play- thompson is the only setitstthe Solomon Islands, ‘Thompson has been ir ter- 
ing a much more attacking representative from the He Was recalled into the fic form for is club and 
formation we need to be A-League In the Roos Squai for this month's camp could possibly be used as a 


adaptable on the field. squad and the Jamaica friendly, but starting striker under 
"Personally, 1 think withdrew from both to attend Hiiddink’s secret plans to 

Umuguay will ty to blow us "IFyoudefend onthe edge his. brother's wedding in combat Uruguay. 

cut the water over there in of the box against the South  Meltourne, His team-mate and skip- 


the first game, and we've got Americans you're fliting Delighted to be again per Kevin Muscat was again 
to be ready to adapt to any with danger because they're named in the squad, overlooked by the Socceroos 
situation straight away.” so skilful.” Milicevic, who has been who could be missing that 

‘Amold riled out any  Ammold admitted the enjoying his first taste of extra strength at the back 
thoughtof the Socceroos tak- make-up of Australia's Champions’ League football without the commitment of 
ing a wholly defensive defence, which came under this year with tiny Swiss out- the Victory defender. 


Filan: | deserve 
Word Cup spot 


Ve ‘Australian starred for his club, who Coventry and Blackbum because of what's been hap- 


goalkeeper John were promoted from the _ before his current club pening at Wigan so fa." 
Filan feels his form Championship, to help them Hetold AFP thathe wants "But whether it helps my 
for Premiership surprise- occupy a top four Premier a World Cup spot should chances of getting back into 
packel Wigan Athletic League position. Australia make it tothe Australia set-up, I don't 
warrants a place high on However, Filan has only Germany, revealing he feels know." 
Soceeroo coach Guus camedtwo national caps ina only Middlesbrough goal- "The Socceroos have two 
Hiddink's pecking order. career that has seen him keeper Mark Schwarzer big games coming up against 
The 35-year-old has command the sticks of deserves a placing ahead of | Uruguay next month that 
him in the Socceroos’ squad, will decide whether we make 
quietly dismissing the claim it to the World Cup. I'm con- 
for the number one jersey of  fident we can do it and its 
AC Milan second choice about time that we retuned 
Zeliko Kalac, to the world stage." 

Its been a while since 1 Filan went on to admit 
was involved with the that he sees himself ending 
national eam,but apartfrom his career in Australia's 
Mark Schwarzer (goalkeeper revamped national. football 
for Wigan's Premiership competition, the A-League. 
rivals Middlesbrough), I ‘T have my parents and 
don't really know wao is other fimily back home and I 
front of me,” said Filan. want to go back and spend 

"Mark fully deservesto be time with them, but T also 
the number one, but haven't hope to get a year in the A~ 
been invoived since Isat on League when I go back,” he 
the bench against Scotland said. 
five years ago." "The right people are 

"Tam still hopefal of behind it and T can see it 
another chance, though." _being a really big success. In 

Hee added: "If things con- a couple of years time, lot of 
tinue to go well for me with players from Europe will be 
Wigan, then anything is pos- keen to try their luck in 
sible and I would definitely Australia.” 
have to take the chance of Filan was thought to be 
going to the World Cup if it Australia’s third choice 
was offered to me." keeper but Hiddink has cho- 

"People back home have sen Swedish based Ante 
Wigan keeper John Filan wanted fo Socceroos Vet stared calling me and Covicin that position forthe 

call-up remembering who I am Socceroos. 
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" Socceroos coach 
Guus Hidaink 


utch-based 
[Socceroos coach and 
PSV Eindhoven 
manager Guns Hiddink is 
being investigated for tux 
fraud in his homeland, 

News agency AFP has 
reported Fred Seijers, a 
spokesman for the Hague 
public prosecutors’ office, 
says Hiddink will have his 
home searched but will not 
lose his liberty during the 
inquiry. 

PSV Eindhoven's former 
commercial director, Fons 
Spooren, is also being inves- 
tigated. 

No mention has been made 
of the amounts involved. 

On Tuesday tax inspectors 
made an unplanned visit to 
the offices of an accountant 
which is said to include 
Hiddink and Spooren among 
its clients, 

‘The company director was 
held and questioned, thea set 
fre Friday. 

He is also suspected of tax 
fraud, 
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VILLE KOLTS 


SOCCER CLUB 
Invite interested players to 


OPEN TRIALS 
For State League Division Two for 
Season 2006 


‘Trials for players in 1st Grade, Under 21's and Under 19's 
DATES: Tuesdays 1/11/05 and 8/11/05, 

‘Thursdays 9/11/05 and 10/11/05 
LOCATION: Bemie Mullane Sports Complex, 

Marella Ave (off Green Fd) Kelyvile 2185 
TIME: 6.45pm for 7,00pm SHARP start. 
Come and join a young dynamic team at a 

Club with an eye for the future. 


Further enquiries to the club on 
9629 4508 or new First Grade Coach 


Wanted Coaches + Players + 
Referees + Managers? 
Advertise in 


aE Ss VW 


Call John Economos 


= (02) 9744 6984 


MT DRUITT 


TOWN RANGERS 


SOCCER CLUB INC. 


STATE LEAGUE TRIALS 


Tuesday & Thursday Nights. 
From Tuesday 1st November 


POPONDETTA PARK 


Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 
Soccer Club Inc. 


Trials for this "Family Type" club cre 
commencing on Tuesday 25th October and 
Thursday 27th October. 
All Grades at 
Beverly Hills Park 
Vanessa St, Beverly Hills at 6.00pm 
Also 
Coaches Wanted from Grade 13's to U/20's. 
For further information please contact Head 


Coach Peter Sarikakis 9553 1925 (H) or 
0412 407 830 


Thornleigh Thunder 
Football Club 


Thomieigh Thunder FC is seeking expressions of 
interest from suitably qualiied persons for the 
Position of Premier League Coach for the 
2006 Season. 

‘Apply in writing stating your coaching 
qualifications and a brief coaching history and 
send your details to: 

Att: Cralg Millard 


Bougainville Rd, 
EMERTON 


‘Thomleigh Thunder FC 


Mr John Caruana on 0411 530 503 Ph: 0425 336 560 


™ FRASER PARK 
FOOTBALL CLUB 


Season 2006 


Seniors & 
U20’s Trials 


Fraser Park FC Is a well established and successful Soccer NSW State 
League Club which has embarked on an exciting five (5) year plan to 
become the leader In Football Development in NSW. implementing a very 


ambitious plan, we want to offer a pathway to all aspiring players fromg 
ass roots through to the highest level In Australia and Overseas, 


Fir rade 


Att: President 
Thornleigh Thunder Football Club 
PO Box 2051 
Thomleigh NSW 2120 
Cralg.Millard@ transport.nsw.gov.au 


The closing date for applications is 
Monday 11th November 2005 


wve the potential to play at the top fevel and want to 


BHOENDX 
|] be part of our exciting future contact Greg Kokoviadls on 0429 349 883. Wes Mes ee 


Phoenix Football Escapes 


The Gold Coast Soccer Experience of a Lifetime! 
13th - 19th January 2006 Players 11-16 years 


tiue Your Drean wee 


Holiday on the Gold Coast AND improve your Soccer Skills. 
Plus visit theme parks and enjoy all sports at this fantastic School 
Holiday experience 
at one of the best Sporting Facilities in Australia. 


Grade 20's 
Trials will be held as follows: 


Wednesday 2nd November 
Saturday 5th November 
Wednesday 9th November 
Saturday 12th November 


Please arrive 30 minutes before starting times to regis 


Park FC home ground, 100 Marrickville Rd, Marric! 
contact Billy Henshaw on 0419 284 344, 


Weekly Packages include accommodation, all meals, coaching and 
activities. 


For more info visit our website on 
www.phoentxfe.com.au or call Linda on 


0438 858 878 


HURRY SIL 


Positions Available 


© Senior Teams Managers © 
fouth League Team Managers — all age groups 

@ Association Convener 

@ Academy Manager 


For more information please contact 
Operations Manager on 0419 785 243 


BOOK NOW OR MISS OUT! 
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@ apsw: 


Guus selects his Roos 


occeroos coach Guus 


Hiddink has named a 
'23-man squad ahead 
‘of November's 2006 FIFA 
World Cup qualifiers 
against Uraguay where 
Australia's destiny will be 
decided by Sydney's second 
leg on November 16, 
Changes from the squad 
which assembled in the 
Netherlands ahead of the 
‘Australia's previous. match 
against Jameica (a 5.0 win) 
are the addition of Ljubo 
Milicevic while Simon 
Colosimo, Jon MoKain and 
Jade North were not selected. 
‘Hiddink had a full compli- 
ment of players to pick fom 


lub after enduring seem- 
ingly constant interruptions 
through the early stages of 
competition. 

gate indication of his 
‘importance to Miron 
Bleiberg, the coach immedi- 
ately reinstated McKay 10 
Queensland's starting line-up 
against Adelaide two weeks 
ago following the 22-year- 
old’s second suspension- 
induced spell on the sidelines 
of a disrupted season, He 
responded with a powerful 
display although could not 
slop two Adelaide midfield- 
rs iting the back of the net 
to win the game, 

Previously, McKay had 
missed the Roars vital round 
five home clash with Sydney 
FC after receiving a straight 
red card from referee Ben 
Willigms for a studs-up chal- 


Moore who has suffered a 
recurrence of a hamstring 
injury which has plagued him 
since he moved to Newcastle 
United in the English Premier 
League in the off-season. 

“Te now had the opporti- 
nity to work with this group 
cof players a few times and we 
continue to make improve- 
ments,” Hiddink said, 

"We have picked a squad 

that is flexible and will be 
able to adapt. This will be 
important across the two 
legs." 
*A Tot of preparation has 
been done, The scouting of the 
‘opposition and analysis of our 
own performances has been 
taking place continaously.* 


Tenge on Melbourne's Steve 


Pantelidis the week before, 
‘The midfielder was then, in 
many people's eyes, harshly 
hhanded a second yellow card 
in Queensland's round six 
match with the Neweastle 
Jels, meaning a second send- 
ing of of the season and an 
‘automatic two-match ban 
from she FFA, 

Although McKay admit- 
ted he wont be chang- 
ing his 


competitive 
approach fo. 
matches, be did 
confess he fet he had a lot of 
‘making up to doand was keen 
to contribute more to the 
team, especially in the final 
third Its not only the three A~ 
‘League matches he's recently 
‘missed that has left the: mid- 
fielder feeling as though he 
has more to offer. 

McKay spent a long spell 
between the Club World 
Championship qualifiers in 
May and the season's start on 


We are under no illusions 
about the task ahead of us. As 
fifth placed finisher in South 
‘America, Uruguay are a pow- 
ethouse in world football," 
‘Unuguay host the first leg 


the sidelines, a period exacer- 
bated by a knee injury sus- 
tained in a friendly with 
‘Melbourne in pre-season, He 
played no part in the Pre- 
Season Cup only making-his 


‘lengthy absence 
arrived on top the enforced 
‘domestic break while the FFA 


~AcKay played 
state Jeague 

football while 
‘working behind the bar inthe 
Brisbane Strikers clubhouse 
amongst other part-time jobs, 
‘That period out of the game 
following his farewell match 
in the old national league for 
the Strikers in March 2004 
‘made. him think about what 
life might be like permanent- 
ly away. from football. It 


‘cal ed, giving the left-footed 


in Montevideo on 12 
November (13 November 
AEST) - before Telstra 
‘Stadium will come alive on 
‘16 November for the retum 


midfielder a future option to 
be able to teach sport or better 
still coach football. But on tke 
field, McKay admitted the 
break was daunting, 

"It kind of took a back- 


Soccer Weekly, "It was bard 
to get back into it and going 
from a year of just getting up 
Jate and not doing anything to 
full-time professional pre- 
season training 10 times a 
week was pretty. heavy. Tm 
probably now back to where I 
‘was playing in the old nation- 
alleague.” 


During McKay's three sea 
sons with the Strikers, he 
rapidly rose to prominence. 
From being a member of the 
successful 2003 World Youth 
Championship squad in the 
UAE, he was called upto rep- 
resent the Australian under- 
23s early’ in 2004, McKay 
made his first appearance as a 
halftime substitute for cur- 
reat team-mate Alex Brosque 
against Papua New Guinea 
and was subsequently called 
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Assistant coach Graham 
Amol has travelled o Earope 
and is visiting players before 


into the renieling party to 
take on Greece in Athens as 
the Young Socceroos built up 
to the 2004 Olympic Games, 

But that match would 
prove to be his final chance 
With the under-23s and sig- 
nalled the beginning of an 
uncertain. spell for McKay 
that ended when he signed for 
Queensland's A-League rep- 
resentatves earlier this year. 
Now over the age limit for the 
U-23s, he confesses that 
pushing towards full 
Socveroo contention is a 
tough proposition. -In. the 
meantime, McKay is enjoy- 
‘ng his football among. the 
bigger names atthe Ros. 

"Twas well liked at the 
Strikers,” McKay said, "L 
enjoyed my time there but 'm 
enjoying my time just as 
much here without as much 
attention. Obviously with the 
‘23s and all that, stepping up 
to that level then not being 
able to be involved with any 
‘more national teams until the 
Socceroos now because of 
amy age, itis dificult." 


Burt out ~ Socceroo and Everton midfielder 
Timmy Cahill (centre) 


Socceroos ruining’ 


Gahil's career 


simmering fend 
between = Everton 
boss David Moyes 


and the Socceroos over 
midfielder Tim Cahill looks 
set fo continne beyond this 
pay World Cup play- 


eats assistant coach 
Graham Amold said Moyes 
told him during a recent tle- 
phone conversation that 
Cahill’: Socceroos. commit 
ments were ruining his 


career, 

Cahill starred for Everton 
last season in its rise to fourth 
in the English. Premier 
League, but 18 months of 
constant top flight football, 
for both club and country nas 
taken its toll on the 25-year- 
old, 

‘Moyes did not allow 
Cahill to take part in 
‘Australia's taining camp in 
the Netherlands this month 
and asked coach Guus 
Hideink to also rest the mid- 
fielder from the Soccercos! 


SEASON OFF AND RUNNING FOR McKAY 


friendly with Jamaica. 

Hiddink refused, ‘and 

Cabill eventually played 11 
minutes of the match as a 
substitute, 
‘Amold recalled a recent 
conversation with Moyes on 
Fox Sports) Total Football 
program. And while not 
wanting to repeat the Tan- 
guage Moyes used, Amold 
said: "Basically it was we 
were ruining Timmy's 
career,” 

“He basicaly said Timmy 
is bumt out and all the flying 
all over the world thet 
Timmy's done for the 
Australian national team is, 
pptting Timmy in this situa- 
tion.” 


him we dontt call on him as 
‘much as the South Americans 
call on their players who play 
all their World Cup qualifiers 
and South American 
championships, that was 
about as far as the conversa 
tion went." 


Queensland Roar's bustiing and fiery midfielder 
Matthew McKay 


ABSW (&) 


NO FAVOURS FROM PREMIER | Colosimo 
LEAGUE MANAGERS 


Mare Fox cised brace against 
Oeste: Birmingham City in August, 
fess than two Likewise, despite starting 
WW: until the and scoring in Blackburn's 
Socceroos face Carling Cup tie with Leeds 
Uruguay at the Estadio United last week, Emerton 
Centenario stadium in bas tumbled out of Mark 
Montevideo, Guus Hiddink — Hughes’ Premiership plans of 
continues to cast worrying late. Loanee creator David 
lances across the English Bentley has robbed Emerton 
Channel at the plight of his of his preferred sight-wing 
Premier League-based spot in the side with the 
stars, Aussie relegated to the role 
Of the ten Premiership of second-half substitute for 
players Hiddink named inhis the on-loan Arsenal young- 
squad for October's training ster during the past month. 
camp in Holland prior to the On a brighter note, how- 
Jamaican match, surprisingly ever, Hiddink will be grate- 
only three can curently con- ful for the returns to match 
sider themselves first choices action of the likes of Harry 
at their clubs. And of those Kewell, Ahmad Elrich and 
players lagging on the Josip Skoko. After 15 min- 
Periphery at club level, at ules as substitute against 
least two ~ Middlesbrough's Anderlecht in the Champions 
Mark Viduka and League, Kewell has started 
Blackburn's Brett Emerton - _ both Liverpool's subsequent 
are shoe-ins for the first domestic matches bursting to 
playoff lez on November 13 life against Crystal Palace in 
(aes. the Carling Cup last week. 
‘but thal, even ifthe enig- 
ane is in epst Hate siar vas Promising signs that Socceroos Ahmad Errich (et) and Harry Kewell are back 
concern as the Dutch coach able (o start every remaining So PAPO edn ee newer Oana 
hheads into Australian foot- club game between now and they are near certain squad third start of the season for City reserves two weeks ago 
balls most important match- Montevideo, he will still be members of the travelling Birmingham, the experi- and the Socceroo manage- 
ups in over 30 years. short of the match fitness party, Of the two, Elrich enced 33-year-old could yet ment seem resigned to his 
Notorious as @ hot-and-cold Hiddink and his coaches appears to be timing his prove a vital component of absence. Moore has not been 
siriker at the best of times, would demand for a staring comeback better than his the playoff mix. In any case, named in the provisional 23- 
Viduka thas fallen foul of berth. Kewell's role looks compatriot after starting Scott Chipperfield has man squad 
club manager Steve destined to bea second-half Fulham's last two matches. impressed with his displays Hiddink has fewer worries 
McClaren's rotation policy at cameo from the bench. Skoko is perhaps unfortunate on the left-hand side of over the match fitness of his 
Middlesbrough, The power- _Elrich and Skoko -the lat- hat Wigan are confounding defence during Hiddink's remaining Premiership- 
‘ful Melbournian is far from ter a regular under Frank English pundits with their reign. based players. Lucas Neill is 
an automatic first choice at Farina at the Confederations eminent early season form In contrast though, skip- a regular for Blackburn 
the North East club thanks to Cup in June - are also lack- without the Aussie's inclu- per Craig Moore is almost (albeit at right-back’, as is 
the pre-season arrival of ing match practice after pre- sion, certainly not going to be goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer 
‘Nigerian Yakubu as well as season transfers to Premier Meanwhile, despite col- ready after the Newcastle after returning from the 
returning Ttalian striker League sides Fulham and ecting a minor hamstring United man suffered an injury which forced him to 
Massimo Maccarone. Indeed Wigan Athletic. Although strain playing against injury relapse in his come- miss the Socceroos clash 
Viduka has scored just once the pair remain borderline Blackburn on October 22, back match in the Newcastle with Jamaica. And if any- 
since bagging his well-publi- inclusions inthe starting XI, Stan Lazaridis is not ruling reserves. The Canterbury- ching, Everton manager 
himself out of contention for born 29-year-old aggravated David Moyes wishes ‘Tim 
the World cup squads. the hamstring complaint that Cahill was playing a little 
Although Lazaridis was sub- has dogged his whole less. 
stituted afier 70 minutes PremierLeague season inthe 
through injury in only his match against Birmingham 


shoal pt st nh er Cleo st 
Dérlormance ofthe season to ta’ kh’ was ts the 


‘Urnguay match)" rt 

“T've got to be ready and that means being physécal- 
ly and mentally switched on, I can’t go and have a 
‘whinge and 1 want to be ready in case someone in the 


welitieas 
HAJDUK WANDERERS UNITED 5¢ 


2006 SUPER LEAGUE TRIALS 


COME ALONG AND TRIAL FOR 
THE MOST CONSISTENT CLUB 


2005 SUPER LEAGUE 
@ 7 @ 

SEMI FINALIST 
WINNERS OF THE 2005 
FAIRPLAY AWARD 
Ist GRADE & U20's 

‘Sunday, 6th November 10.30am 
Tuesday 8th November 7pm 
Tuesday, 15th November 7pm 
‘Sunday, 20th November 10.30am 
Tuesday, 22nd November 7pm 
‘Sunday, 27th November 10.30am 
Please arrive 30 mins before start time to register 
Venue: Hajduk Stadium 
190 Edensor Road, St Johns Park 
‘1st Grade Coach: Eddie Briscoe (M) 0421 918 956 
U/20 Coach: Mark Abl-Arrage (M) 0409 891 166 


DULWICH HILL 


SOCCER CLUB 


2006 UK FOOTBALL 
SUPPORTERS TOUR 


Have you ever wanted to go to England to watch a big 
Premier League or FA Cup game? 


Do you fancy seeing the likes of Liverpool, Manchester 
United and some of our great Socceroos in action? 


Why not join Andy Paschalidis on his next UK Tour. 


**Four Premier League games 
**Two FA Cup matches 
**Stadium Tours 
**Meet some Socceroos 


U20’s WINTER SUPER 
LEAGUE 2006 


Dulwich Hill Soccer Club is 
seeking players for their 
U20's squad for the coming 
Winter Super League 


This trip of a lifetime starts in late January 2006. 


For further details please contact 
Mr Fernando Canelas on 


0411 516 174 
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For more details call 0412 414 998 or email — 
andy@elitesportstravel.com.au 


Any further enquiries please contact: 
Charles Abdilla (M) 0416 171 896 


Shield robs Sydney 


‘ydney FC almost produced one of the 
great goals in Australian club football 
last night against Newcastle Jets, 
Ahead 10 thanks to David Camey's 
deflected strike, Sydney produced a 
sequence of well over 20 passes, spraying 
the ball from one wing to the other, and 
back again, with no Jets player getting 
near the ball. 
On the sodden Aussie stadium pitch, it 
was a superb display of control and 
patience as the ball went forward, then 
back, until the movement was accelerat- 
ed in the final third of the pitch. Dwight 
‘Yorke received a pass with his back to 
goal and instantly back-heeled into Steve 
Corica's path. 
‘The midfielder appeared all set to finish 
past Jets goalkeeper Liam Reddy only to 
be clattered by Jade North 
Referee Mark Shield waved away penal- 
ty appeals and duly the Jets streamed 
upfield to grab an undeseryed equaliser 
through Ante Milicic. 
Shield again courted controversy soon 
after, when he Was caught out failing to 
spot Milicic’s necklace until the final ten 
minutes of the game 
‘The striker was ordered to take the jew- 
ellery off - which is sure to have been 
noted: by Perth Glory striker Damian 
Mori, 
Last week it was Shield who forced Mori 
to be substituted before kickoff because 
‘he couldn't remove his wedding band. 


ueensiand Roar are in talks with a 
name English striker and could 

wrap up a guest deal this week after 
Saturday's 0-0 draw with Pech Glory. 
‘The scattergun finishing of Roar's for- 
‘wards convinced the board to accelerate 
negotiations with the import, as chief 
executive Lawrence Oudendyk con- 
firmed to the Courier Mail: "Saturday's 
events brought it home that we need an 
experienced striker who can hold the ball 
Jonger than a hot potato. 
"We have a few options. We are talking to 
‘one player in particular, but we only get 
‘one shot so We have to make sure its a 
‘good one." 
‘Oudendyk said talks with Andy Cole and 
‘Teddy Sheringham had met a dead end 
buthe expected to announce the arrival of 
‘a superstar of their "ike 


‘Shrink set to ond 
‘QLD problem 


at ve oe Ua 
Adelaide United coach John 
Kosmina’s face. 
Queensland Roar coach Miron Bleiberg 
says he could tum to a sports psycholo- 
gist to solve their scoring problems. 
Roar failed to breach Perth Glory's 
defence in Saturday's 0-0 draw at 
Suncorp stadium and Bleiberg told the 
Courier Mail: "I could flip everything 
upside down but I'm going to keep faith 
with my team and keep doing what we 
are doing.” 
On using a shrink to break their scoring 
drought, Bleiberg added: "Maybe that's 
all we need." 
Knights’ tough ride 

few Zealand Knights! manager John 

‘Adshead has labelled his side's 3-1 
loss to the Central Coast Mariners on 
Saturday night as hard to swallow. 
The despondent manager said the 
Knights played very well in the first half 
bet dropped off the pee in the second 
"We probably had a good 45 minutes 
really, chances were created, but again 
We are bottom of the league and it didn't 
really go our way,” he said. 
While Adshead concedes the Mariners 
played better than the Knights in the sec 
‘ond half, he still feels the Knights should 
have secured the important three points. 
"That was a tough one to take because we 
‘weren't beaten by a much better side, we 
dldnit deserve to be beaten 3-1," he said. 
‘The Knights have strugpled to find victo- 
ries, having won only one game and lost 
nine from their ten fixtures. 
‘Adshead feels luck has been against his 
besieged squad in most of their losses. 
“When you're bottom of the league of lot 
of things go against you," he said. 


New Zealand’s sinking ship 
Could things get any worse for struggling A-League side 
the NZ Knights? Just look at the pic belo. 

Currently languishing at the foot of the ladder with 3 
points, John Adshezd’s 
squad lost its seventh 
straight match against the 
Mariners last weekend. 
Having the worst attacking 
and defending record also, 

it is a statistic the club will | 
hope could change. 

You can’t blame the team’s 
efforts week in week out |” 
playing their hearts out but 
the standard of Australian 
football has picked up and 
all clubs need to get with 
the times. 

Recruitment has also let 
down the black and white’s 
with a number of players 


by Ma 
Stavroulakis 


Knights tailenders of league 


simply not up to A-League standard, 
Talk around town is that the Knights’ deal in the A- 
League could be re-negotiated! 


ressin 
vert: Sheds 


Five out of six victories away from Hindmarsh Stadiam 
has John Kosmina’s boys singing all the way to the hack 
as a 3-point gap has appeared between them and second 
placed Sydney FC. 

‘Their only loss to Sydney FC at Aussie Stadium, under 
controversial circumstances, has seen's Kossie’s side rise 
as the team to beat away from home. 

Hindmarsh Stadium appears to he somewhat of a grave- 
yard for the South Australian lads as four matches at their 
‘cauldron has seen them win only once, with one draw and 
two losses. 

“It’s funny as everytime we play at home, we have that 
added pressure and even though its home court advan- 
tage, we can’t seem to get it right as well as were doing 
away from home," skipper Ross Aloisi stated. 

With Perth Glory at Hindmarsh Stadium on Sunday, the 
Reds need to turn their home form around which if done, 
ell you could put Adelaide as the most convincing side so 
far this year set to take out the first A-League 
The Reds have instilled something that most clubs in the 
Teague are finding it hard to do and that’s team bonding 
and playing for one another. 

Probably the in-form player of the league, Angelo 
Costanzo came out to the press and said that its been the 
team’s tight knit friendship that has seen them escalate the 
heights of the league. 

With experienced stars such as Carl Veart, Ross Alois 
Daniel Beltrame and Mike Valkanis along with their sty 
‘ish imports Fernando Rech (Brazil) and Shengqing Qu 
(China), Adelaide have the ingredients of a class act side 
who could well be winners of this year’s A-League. 
Kosmina should be applauded for his efforts with the 
‘squad so far this year as his hard work ethic has certainly 
paid off for his boys. 

‘Regarded as no hopers by many at the start of the season, 
‘many fans have taken a good hard look at what a group of 


AWAY FORM THE KEY 
FOR ADELAIDE UTD 


local South Australian products have achieved so far in 
their A-League careers. 

t's still early days as many fans have stated but Adelaide 
have started on the right foot with Red fans hoping that 
success is set to continue in the ‘City of Churches”. 
Could the old glory days of the once famous Adelaide City 
‘Zebras in the old NSL days reignite in that of the new 
team of South Australia? 

‘Well Kossie and his squad are going the right way about 
things both on and off the pitch, hopefully more fans will 
respond to their matches at Hindmarsh Stadium lifting 
the club’s crowd average up a notch. 


‘Adelaide United's John Kosmina (above) and 
players Michael Valkanis and Robert Cornthwaite 
celebrate their win against the Victory 
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Mo Asian Champions League entry 


place in the top two at the end of the 
may not prove as lucrative as 
first thought with reports A-League clubs 
‘will have to wait until 2007 to gain entry 
into the Asian Champions League. 
Australia will be welcomed into the 
‘Asian Football Confederation on January 
1, 2006 and it was hoped the two leading. 
Australian teams would take past in next 
year's competition, 
But AFC president Mohammed Bin 
Hammam told SBS television the timing 
of the-A-League meant such a scenario 
‘was not possible, 
He said as A-League entrants would not 
be confirmed until the end of the season 
inearly March, no Australian team would 
be eligible for the draw of the 2006 
Champions League in December. 


Fossati lashes out at refs 


Fruguay coach Jorge Fossati has criti- 
ised the choice of European refer- 
es for the upcoming World Cup play-off 
matches against Australia 
"T dont like this one bit. It's the same as if 
they bad designated an Argentine (refer- 
ec) in Uruguay and a Brazilian in 
Sydney," Fossati told local radio sta- 
ton. 
‘The Danish trio of Claus Bo Larsen, Bill 
Hansen and Anders Norrestrand have 
been appointed to officiate inthe first leg 
at Montevideo's Centenario Stadium on 
November 12 (November 13 Australian 
time), Uruguayan Football Association 
(AUF) sources said. 
‘The retum leg will be handled by 
Belgians Frank De Bleeckere, Mark 
‘Simons and Peter Hermans, 
"People will say they are Europeans, yes, 
but they're neighbours of Australia's cur- 
rent coach (Dutchman Guus Hiddink,” 
Fossati said. 
"Its strange, officials from leagues in 
‘which we don't have any players. I'm not 
at all happy.” 


Clubs in legal battle 


NSW Premier League clubs St 

‘George Saints and the Bonnyrigg 
‘White Eagles appeared in court last week 
after they took their case of not being 
inducted into this year’s new 10-team 
format to the supreme heavies. 
Soccer NSW and both parties have been 
at lo} in finalising this situation 
which if the clubs are found with liable 
case, could push the new league’s com- 
mencement date further that the late 
January start. 
Both clubs are believed to be very confi- 
dent that the hearing will work towards 
their way but its still early days, 
‘The Belconnen Blue Devils are also said 
to bé quite upset with the new format but 
it seems as though things are far from 
over with yet another court case hurting 
‘NSW's state competition's governing 
body. 


Buonavogiia’s great start 


'ydney FC’s latest signing Johnny 

YBuonvoglia was one of his side's 
‘most potent players over the weekend in 
their one-all draw with the Newcastle 
Jets. 
An ex-Newcastle player. himself, 
Jockey’ had his chances of kiek starting 
his A-League goals tally but failed to hit 
the back of the net although he was 
involved in a number of Sydney's 
attacks, 
Ttseems as though coach Pierre Liubarski 
will use Dwight Yorke alongside Sasho 
Petrovski who is back from suspension 
but from what happened in last week- 
ss cla coll Sonny btfre foe 
mer Socceroo striker David Zdrilic who 
seems to have found it touch difficult o 
land a starting spot in the squad. 
My how things will heat up when 
Japanese import striker Kazu Miura joins 
the side for the World Club 
‘Championships. 
Six strikers for two spots butt isbelieved 
that Alex Salazar could be on his way out 
in the not too distant future. 
Meanwhile, as reported in the main 
stream media, Australian swim star Tan 
‘Thorpe will be unable to aitend the World 
Club spectacle in Tokyo at the end of the 
‘eat as he will be commencing tis swim- 
ming trisls for next’ year's 
Commonwealth Games. 


Sutherland’s Under 18s 


Tour South America 


jhe ‘Sutherland 
Sharks Lit 
Representative 


Team will closely follow 
behind the Joey's and the 
Australian World Cup 
‘Team when they embark 
on a three week tour of 
South America on 
November 2, 

This most exciting, 
invaluable educational tour, 


the Sharks Intemational 
Leagues Club, Captain Cook 
Drive Cronulla to assist the 
team in raising funds for 
their quest, 

Give them a chanoe to 
make a difference, and get 
behind the champions of the 
future, 

Supporters wishing to 
attend may make contact with 
Peter Hall on 0418 257 429, 


will embrace matches to be with match against the 
played in Chile, Uruguay, Uruguayan U/I7 National 
Argentina as well as Brasil, Team. 

The team will take on the The Sutherland U/18's 
very best of the South travelling squad is coached 
‘American Youth, by Eduardo Moerbeck with 

The Sutherland Youth cru- his Assistant Jamie Gomez 
sade of South America is whilst the Team Manager is 
nothing short of an invalu- Carlos Ramirez. 
able lifetime experience for A Sports Evening 
the boys. Function will be held this 
The tour will culminate Saturday, (November 5), at 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE SHARKS U/18's 2005 
Back Row Left to Right: 

Jamie Gomez (Assist Coach),Carlos Ramirez Ross McSparron, Rueben Bourjian, 
‘Steve McAllan, Joel Jonathan Faeber, Brendan Gan, Ashley Brown, Johan Leech, 
‘Sean Notley, Jason Gonzales, Adam Faour, Eduardo Moerbeck (Coach ) 

Front Row Left to Right: 

Sryce Arnall, Chris Koenig, Dylan Beardow, Matthew Hall, Christopher Godoy, Matthew Tesseriero, 
Joey Spitilieri, Damian Sebastian 


Miligan it’ al about Syne’ Cove 


S ydney FC fullback 
Mark Milligan is back 
in action after a tragic 
couple of months lay-off 
through a double hernia 
operation that sidelined the 
star out of action. 

‘The Australia U20 inter- 
uativoal bay fully recovered 


from 2 double-hemia opera- 
tion and is now anxious to 
Kick off his A-League career. 
Milligan told the Daily 
‘Telegraph: "I'm ready and 
able -T'm feeling great and I 
think the fact Pm knocking 
‘on the door again is good 
because complacency can 


become a factor when play- 
cers arer't under pressure, 
especially when clubs are 
allowed squads of only 20 

"It now means. competi 
tion for places is hotter than 
ever, 

"Eve got to keep chipping 
away - once I get the chance 


©. 


Uruguay go down in qualifier warm-up aang 
Pierre Littbarski's 
Tost 3-1 to It sparked @ war of words Association, Mr Eugenio plans once more 
Mexico in Mexico between rival coaches _Figueredo. Til make the most of it" 
City last Thursday Ricardo La Volpe, Mexico's The meeting was most cor- 2 


Milligan admits he's des- 
perate to play in front of The 
Cove, Sydney's answer to the 


dial and the two Federations 
have readily agreed that the 
forthcoming 2006 FIFA 


in a warm-up for next 
month's World Cup play- 
offs against Australia, 


Argentine trainer, and Jorge 
Fossat 
‘Two second-half goals in 


The Uruguayans, who four minutes from Diego World Cup Qualifying match-| KO. 
meet Australia over two legs Martinez, a 47th-minute es, the first in Montevideo on. “The players say the Cove 
on November 13 and 16 fora penalty, and Luisito Perez Saturday 12 November 2005,|. worth an extra man,” he 
berth at next year's finals in with a free kick, settled the and the second match in|  tvealed. 


Germany, were without their match in favour of Mexico, Sydney on Wednesday 16 "They are brilliant. When 


European-sased players and who secured their World Cup November at Telstra Stadium,| we're under the pump they 
included seven based in berth from the CONCACAF will be conducted in the| keep your spirits high, 
Mexico including veteran zone in September, utmost spirit of good sports-| Queensland had a 20,000 
striker Sebastian "Loco Meanwhile in Zurich last manship and under the FIFA] crowd against us in round 
Abreu. week, the Chairman of banner of Fair Play. five at Suncorp Stadium but 

Abreu, a member of Football Federation Australia — Mr Lowy assured Mr] there was nothing like the 
Umguays 2002 World Cup Frank Lowy and CEO Mr Figueredo thatthe Uniguayan| poise you get from the Cove. 
squad, equalised in the 18th John O'Neill were attending team and delegation would be "They havent let us down 


minute, seconds after Carlos 
Salcido had put the home 
ES abead and their players 


FIFA meetings and took the 
‘opportunity to be introduced 
toand meet with the President 
of the Uruguayan Football 


welcomed to. Australia and 
would be well looked after 
uring their time in Sydney, 


yet and we don't plan on Tet- 
ting them down against." 


were still celebrating 


ABsW (3) 


By Mark Stavroulakis Maxi.” 


emember the name Maxie 

Haubus as this could yet be 

ther youngster Australia is set 

to lose after the 12-year-old Manly 

United striker has been offered trials in 
Germany, 

Having been awarded the player of the 
‘oumament for NSW's Under 12s side in 
the recent state titles in Merimbala, Haubus 
attracted interests from his father’s native 
country of Germany where the likes of 
super clubs such as Bayern Munich, Hertha 
Berlin and Sturtgart have all offered the 
youngster trials in January. 

A prociuct ofthe highly acclaimed Dusan 
Purac soccer skills academy, the former 
‘Yugoslav international held much praise for 
his promising student. 

“T've had Maxie for six years now teach- 
ing him ball skills and he’s certainly been 
‘one of my most talented kids to have come 
through the school, 

“Lthin he will do really well in Germany, 
he's got football in his blood and is very 
competitive but I believe he has a place in 
Europe. 

“Thee clubs have asked Maxie to go in 
January for trials so he’s hoping to get 
something while he’s there.” 

Maxi holds Bayern Munich as his great- 
‘st side and hopes that one day he can play 
in the powerful German outfit. 

Haubus came through the same school as 
Furac’s other two protégé’s in Shervin 
‘Adeli and Houtan Delf. 

“Shervin and Houtan will be going back 
to Germany with their clubs after Christmas 
when. they finish their schooling but bot 
these boys came through the same period as, 


Shervin will be linking up with Eintracht 
Frankfurt while Houtan with Hertha Berlin, 
The three boys, wio have been classed as 
Purac’s finest students featured in 


‘Tuesday's “Totally Wild’ program on 
Channel 10, 

“Tt was & great experience for the boys 
and myself on the program, it really worked 
well even though it was Melbourne Cup 
day, this program was my winning bet,” 
urac stated to ABSW. 


Maxi Haubus (left) shown with his 
soccer skills coach Dusan Purac 


ADSW will be cunning a story on Dusan 
and his recent ‘rip to his homeland in 
Yugoslavia where he gained massive 
media interest on radio, TV and newspapers 
that highlighted the soccer skills coach's 
duties in Australia, 


] 


AusTRAUAN anc SHITISH 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 
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out every Tuesdays 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for 
$195 (GST incl) 
overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to 


Aust 


weeny 


MATCH REPORTS, 
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King Kazu to feature 


for Sydney 


yoshi 'Kazu' 
Miura, ‘one of the 
gs of 


Japanese football is set to 
appear in the FIFA Club 
World Championship in 
his homeland for 
Australian side Sydney FC. 
Kazu has agreed 10 join 
the Oceania Club Champions 
on a two-month loan deal 
which will delight Japanese 
fans, who have great admira- 
tion for the veteran striker, 
Cowh ofthe 
Sydneysiders, Pierre 
Littbarski, has long been an 
admirer of Miura and first 
approached the player in 
Febnuary this year, The 38- 
year-old politely declined, 
opting instead to join 
Yokohama FC, but is now 


‘appears to be ready to make 
the switch. 

"Tm happy to play for any a 
team as long as they need ‘King Kazu’ has agreed to terms with Sydney FC 
me," he told FIFA.com. "I for the FIFA Club World Championships 
love football and my passion establish football in Japan. Championship Toyota Cup is 
for the game hasnt changed. In 1994 he packed his big event where each conti- 
1 know that 'm not young bags once again this time for nent’ best play against each 


anymore and T am finding 
the game a lot tougher phys- 
ically, but I stil get a lot of 
pleasure when my team wins 
rT play well. As ong as Im 
enjoying my football, Til 
keep going.” 

Sydney FC is Kazu's four- 
teenth club in what has been 
a nomadic career. In 1982, at 
the tender age of 15, he 
became the first Japanese 
player to try his tuck in 


Genoa in Italy, becoming the 
first Japanese player to ply 
his trade ~ and subsequently 
score - in Serie A. He played 
an important role in qualify- 
ing Japan for their first ever 
FIFA World Cup™ finals in 
France 1998 but did not 
make the squad for the finals, 


Purple Sanga, Vissel Kobe 


event,’ he added. 


other. 'm very proud of play- 
ing in such a significant 


However, the star has 
mixed feelings about his loan 
pperiog, which falls during 
the last few weeks of the 
Japanese season. "Tm con- 
cemed for Yokohama’ he 


player for the experience 


‘done this month, 


He then joined Zagreb in said. ustralian Tootball 
Croatia before retuming to "I hope I can repay them bonerininicnmains 
Japan to play for Kyoto by retuming/o Japan.a better 


flight out of Montevideo 


Brazil, and now Yokobama FC, with Sydney. The challeng- after the kick-off of their 
‘He stayed for eight years where he remsins a popular ing environment should World Cup qualifier frst 
‘nSouth Americaand played figure both on the pitch and toughen me up both physi- Jeg aguinst Uruguay was 
for six different clubs, in the dressing room. cally and mentally and Tl be pushed back by five hours. 
Tetuming to Japan in 1990 10 To play inthe FIFA World better equipped to help "The move by Umgiayan 
play for Yomiuri. 1993 saw Cup Finals is still one of Yokohama gain promotion to football authorities means 
the birth of the J-League  Kazu's goals and he sees per- the JI next season." the Socceroas will miss their 
with Kazu being voted forming at the FIFA Club _Astbe only Tapaneseplay- orignal planned flight out 
Player of the Year in its World Championship Toyota er at the FIFA Club World the country as they try to 
debut season, Cup as an important stage on Championship Toyota Cup tush bark to Australis forthe 
His personal popularity which to showcase his tal- 2005, 'King Kazu! will be © Seoqnd leg just three days 
did much to boost the popu- ents, Pioneer for Japanese foothall —gter 
larity of the new league and "The FIFA Club World one more time, Football's governing body 


Brockie living a dream 


‘ew Zealand Knights’ rookie 


striker Jeremy — Brockie 
desribed his A-League debut 
‘against Sydney FC as ‘a dream’, 

The 18- send was shocked when 


which his team lost 2-0. 


‘named in manager John Adshead's trav- 
clling 15, and despite not being hinted 
tp get a run, he took the park towards 
‘be end of the match at Aussie Stadium 


youngster Jeremy Brockie wverwhelmed 
ie rer oer 


"It has been great, I am living a 
dream really with the chance to train 
and leam each day" the Nelson-bom 
striker said, 

"That is what it has all been about; 
‘Teaming from some ofthe senior players 
and the coaching staff so to get the call 
up was a huge buzz." 

"The trip was superb and it was great 
to be involved in match day prepara- 
tions at last, especially an away trip to 
Sydney.” 

He recalled: "There were no special 
words, nothing out of the ordinary. T 
think this was done to ensure I didn't get 
nervous ot wound up too much,” 

"The manager simply told me to 
‘warm up and told me to open up and 
shoot with power if given the chance. It 
felt great and I wasn't nervous a all, just 
soaked it up really and enjoyed it” 
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chartering a private © 


‘bad watched me oris aware of how Ive 


FIFA told the Football 
Federation Australia that 
‘Urugmy had moved the 
kkick-off time back to 9pm 
local time on Novemter 12 
(11 amNovember 13 Sydney 
time). 

Meanwhile, Socceroos 
veteran Stan Lazariis looks 
set to miss Australia's crucial 
World Cup qualifiers azainst 
Uruguay after being injured 
while playing for his Baglish 
club side. 

Lazaridis strained his 
hamstring in Birmingham 
City's Premier League loss to 
Blackburn and is expected to 
be sidelined for two to three 
weeks, 


Socceroos scramble 
for charter flight 


‘Stan Lazaridis looks all but set to miss out 
‘Australia’s first match against Uruguay due to an 
injury sustained for Birmingham City 


Brownlie virus 
hit - Again 


Royce 

roa who came 

‘on as a substitute 
against Adelaide United 
and scored in the 2-1 loss, 
was looking forward to a 
starting berth against 
Perth Glory last week but 
his plans have been scup- 
pered by yet another virus 
infection, 

Coach Bleiberg is under- 
‘standably disappointed with 
the news. 

“Royce did well for us 
when he came on against 
Adelaide and obviously 
scored, which has been a 


problem for us lately, Royce 
tends to get his goals in 
batches and I was hoping to 
start him this week to see if 
he could continue that 
trend,” he said. 

“It's disappointing that he 
has been hit with another 
virus and we think he has 
picked it up from his kids 
again. I was pleased with his 
game against Adelaide,” 
Bleiberg added. 

Known to his peers as 
‘Roles Royce’, his services 
will be on show against high 
flyers the Melboume Victory 
this Friday evening, 


Samsung signs with Victory 


‘lbourne Vietory joy at moving into the grow- Samsung's general manager 
hhas secured elec- ing Australian football mar- of corporate marketing. 
tronics giant ket. "Football is 

Samsung Australia as the "Samsung is such a 

club's major sponsor for very excited great 

the next two years. to ‘be game and 
Chairman Geoff Lord sponsor- growing world- 

‘announced what is said to be ing Melbourne wide. Victory is an incredi- 

among the largest Australian Victory,” said Kurt Jovais, bly talented team, and 


football sponsorship agree- 
ments since the inception of 
the new A-League. 

"We are delighted to 
zmounce Samsung as our 
‘major sponsor, and look for- 
ward to along and successful 
relationship,” Lord said, 

He added: "Samsung and 
Melboume Victory share 
similar objectives. If you 
look through their mission 
statement you see words like 
innovation and excellence, 
‘These are words and con- 
cepts which mirror the aims 
of Melbourne Victory.” 

Samsung, whose intemna- 
tional arm sponsors English 
Premiership champions 
Chelsea, also expressed their 


Melbourne Victory's delighted 
Chairman Geoff Lord 


Melboume is one of the 
greatest cities in the world, 
Samsung couldn't be happi- 
er.” 

"Samsung supports excel- 
lence in all things, and we 
proudly stand by Victory's 
side on our quest for the. A~ 
League championship,” 

Football Federation 
Australia chief executive 
John ONeill described. the 
ground breaking deal as. a 
great "vote of confidence” 
for the code and the A- 
League product. 

"It is terrific vote of con- 

fidence in both Melboume 
Vietory and the Hyundai A- 
League that Samsung - a 
‘major irternational company 
~ has jumped on board,” 
‘Neil sid, 
"On the field Victory has 
produced some outstanding 
results and i's great to see 
progress is also being made 
off the field” 


oothall Federation Australia 
‘CEO John O'Neill says he's sat- 
isfied with the security 
arrangements in place ahead of the 
(Qantas Socceroos World Cup qualifi- 
er against Uruguay in Montevideo on 
12 November. 

ONeill had previously expressed 
concern due fo unsavoury incidents that 
occurred last time the team was in 
‘Uruguay four years ago. 

After a series of meetings and a letter 
‘of assurance from the Uruguayan 
Football Association President, O'Neill 
says everything is in place ahead of the 


‘team's arrival, 


"As part of our philosophy to leave 
‘no stone untumed to ger to the World 
Cup we have embaiked on ensuring that 
appropriate arrangements are in place 
ahead of our World Cup qualifier," said 
Mr ONeill 

“We have had very postive meetings 
with representatives of both the 
Australian Government end their coun- 
terparts from Uruguay.* 

“In addition, FIFA have pledged to 
take an active role and the Uruguayan 
Football Association heve also been 
‘extremely supportive.” 


“All of the security arrangements are 
now in place and we expect that there 
will no complications.” 

‘Meanwhile, Television broadcaster 
SBS has confirmed it will show the 
Socceroos’ World Cup qualifying 
matches ~ against Uruguay live in 
‘Australia on November 13 and 16. 

‘The first match, played at 9pm local 
time in Montevideo on November 12, 
kicks off at 10am (AEDT) the following 
day in Australia. 

‘The retum leg at Telstra Stafium in 
Sydney starts at Spm (AEDT). 


Littbarski’s key tips 
for Socceroos success 


finding the right for- 

mation to unleash 

the goalscoring 
potential of the Socceroos 
is the key to nailing 
Uruguay in the upcoming 
World Cup play-offs, says 
World Cup veteran and 
Sydney FC coach Pierre 
Littbarski. 


‘The Socceroos are 
preparing to face the South 
Americans in a first leg 
match in Montevideo on 
November 12 before pl 
ing the retum fixture in 
Sydney four days later. 
Making sure that they 
stay within touching dis- 
tance of their opponents 


The very knowledgeable Pierre Littbarski shown 
barking orders 


alter the first game is vital, 
said Littbarski, who has 18 
World Cup finals appear- 
ances as a player over three 
tournaments under his belt. 

"T think the key is in the 
home game," he said. "I 
think if they can keep a 
draw or even a zer0-one 
defeat after the away leg 
then they are in with a good 
chance." 

"The key point in my 
opinion is to control the 
offence of the Uruguay 
team, as I think they have a 
lot of quality there.” 

‘The Socceroos showed 
that they have no shortage 
of talent in the box during 
their recent 50 demolition 
of Jamaica, but the Sydney 
boss underlined the impor- 
tance of finding the right 
‘way to hamess it against 
such strong opposition. 

"(The key is) finding the 
right formation, as Australia 
has a lot of good offensive 


players but finding the right 
mixture, that's the important 
thing,” he said. 

‘There are few with more 
experience of playing atthe 
highest level than Litbarski, 
with only luminaries such as 
countryman Lothar 
Matthaus and Argentina's 
Diego Maradona ranking 
above him, 

‘The Sydney coach suid 
that mental strength was as 
important as any physical 
and tactical preparation 
when Australia. steps out 
into the cauldron of Estudio 
Centenario in tess then three 
weeks time. 

"Lthink itis very impor- 
tant that they come up very 
strong, with a lot of self- 
confidence," he said. 

*Gous Hiddink cid that 
very well with the South 
Korean team (who he 
coached to the 2002 World 
Cup semi-finals) and I think 
he wil also do that kere.” 


ABSW (&) 


Bright gets big 
chance as 
Emblen ruled out 


NZ Knights’ new 


short-term striker Kris 
Bright has replaced the 
injured Neil-Embien 
fter consultation 
with NZ Knights 
medical staff, 
Manager John Adshead 
hhas put defender Neil 
Emblen on the injured list 
for the minimum three 
week period, effectively 
removing him from the 
squad during that time to 
allow recuperation from 
his knee injury. 
After early improvement 
Jed to hopes of a quick return 


to action, the recovery has 
slowed this week leading to 
today’s decision, 

“[tis disappointing for us 
and also. for Neil, said 
‘Adshead at training, 

“His attitude has been 
superb and every effort has 
been made on his part to get 
back as soon as possible 
given our current position on 
the table but reality is that 
wwe have had to remove that 
temptation to allow him to 
recover fully.” 

With Emblen off the 
‘squad of 20 for a minimum 3 
‘weeks, Adshead has decided 
‘on 19 year old Kris Bright as 
‘a short term replacement. 

The tll striker has made a 
hhuge impression as an 
apprentice. 

“We have 2 number of 
problem areas to solve with 
in the squad but the immedi- 
ate concem isa lack of goals. 
Rather than bring Jeremy 
Christie in (as he did to 
cover Danny Hay) | have 
decided to give Kris his 
‘chance, He and other young- 


beginning work fulltime 
with the Knights. Given our 
situation Bright is the logical 
choice, he is a target man, 
has the physical presence 
and has done well all season 
against Hay, Emblen and 
Tambouras. This is a great 
opportunity forthe lad to test 
his development in the 
Hyundai A-League proper.” 
‘The Knights acknowledge 
the assistance of NZFC club 
Waitakere United, with 
‘whom Bright was registered 
to play for prior to his call 
up. 
‘Adshead says they have 
understood the situation. 
“Rex Dawkins (Waitakere 
United Chairman) has been 
totally supportive, despite 
the disruption it may cause 
to is side in the NZFC. Both 
Kris ané Sam Jasper are reg 
istered with Waitakere and 
while Rex is disappointed 
for his club, he and the club 
have cooperated fully and 
‘understand the opportunity 
for Kris and the Knights 
immediate neegs.” 


sters Jeremy Brockie, Cole 
‘Tinkler and Sam Jasper have 
come on superbly since 


Viduka, Schwarzer 
look ahead 


ustralia's 

Middlesbrough pair 

Mark Viduka and 
‘Mark Schwarzer have sug- 
gested they would consider 
playing on for another four 
years should the Socceroos 
‘qualify for the 2006 World 
Cup. 

"My goal has always been 
to play in the World Cup for 
Australia and I hope to God 
that we can do it," Viduka, 
30, told Channel 7. 

"If we do get a taste of it, 
‘We might want mare." 

Schwarzer concurred. 

"Once we are there (in 
Germany) I think a lot of 
players will be thinking 
exactly that. They'll be think- 
ing this is an unbelievable 
experience and it's some- 
thing they'll want to experi- 
ence again,” the 33-year-old 
castodian said, 

Schwarzer also played 
down talk Milan back-up 
‘keeper Zeljko Kalac would 
edge him out in the starting 
line-up to take on the 
Uruguayan. 

"Zeljko is not ina position 
where he is playing week-in 
vweek-out so its going to be 
difficult for him to get that 
match practice and match 
sharpness that you need in 
big games," Schwarzer said. 


Keeper Mark Schwarzer Is keen that he'll be 
Australia's number one 
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er Reriey 


uthoritive fvotball 
scholar Roy Hay 
poses Some interest~ 


ing questions on officiating 
in sport and ponders the 
ever growing use of technol- 
ony. 

"Tennis, cricket and rugby 
Teague have all embarked 
recently on further use of 
technology to determine criti- 
ccal decisions in theit game, 
should football be next? 

The Hawkeye system for 
line calls has been approved 
by the Intemational Tennis 
Federation after. a long 
process of technical specifica- 
tion and scientific testing to 
see if the system can meet its 
requirements. 

CCicket has been les rigor- 
cous bat experimented with 
referrals to a third umpire for 
a range of decisions in the 
recent Australia v the Rest of 
the World one-day games and 
‘Test Match, 

Rugby League uses replays 
regularly to test decisions on 
tries and the lead up to tries it 
its matches. Football is now 
experimenting with a micro- 
chip and beam system to 
determine whether the ball 
has crossed the goal-line but 
is experienting problems 
with the technology. 


‘ateo Corbo with a 

lucky Jets 

ran.Uroguayan 
defender Mateo Corbo is 
quickly earning cult status 
amongst Newcastle Jets 
fans. 
‘Week in, week out he plays 
his way - With passion, with 
hheart and with the typical 
South American flair that can 
excite any crowd in tke coun- 
try. With Nicky Carle acting 
a8 a translator for the 
‘Spanish-speaking Jet, we find 
out what he thinks of 
‘Australia's hopes of making 


‘The common feature in all 
this is not the technology but 
the shift in the locus of deci- 
sion making from the umpire, 
referee ot line judge on the 
field to another person who 
may or may not be on the 
field. Inthe case of tennis the 


ae 


{judge onthe basis of informa- 
tion provided by Hawkeye. 

‘Accordingly there ar fears, 
that this process is turing 
umpires, referees and line 
judges into ciphers. 

As the Sports Factor put it 
on Friday, we could finist up 


z 


Referee Ben Williams in the thick of things against 


decision goes from the line 
{judge to the chair umpire who 
has access tothe technology. 

This allows the chair 
umpire to over-ule the line 


the text World Cup. 


What does Mateo Corbo 
think — of Australia's 
chances? 

‘Australia's “chances are 
pending on the first game in 
Montevideo. If Uruguay win 
by two or more goals then T 
think they will be able to 
defend the result and there- 
fore they will qualify for the 
‘World Cup. 


What does Mateo Corbo 
know about the Australian 
team? 


‘Newcastle Jets’ Uruguayan Import Mateo Corbo 


Glory's Jamie Harnwell 


with @ coat hanger at the 
‘bowler’s end in cricket with 
all. decisions. being made 
automatically bythe technol- 
ogy or by an umpie in the 


Thave seen and know some 
‘of the Australian players from 
when I played back in 
England end most of the play- 
‘rs [know of have left a very 
good impression on me. 


Does Mateo Corbo lke the 
way the Australians play? 

T think there has been a 
‘vast improvement particular- 
ly in the last 4 years whereby 
there isa stronger presence af 
Anstralians playing in the 
English Premier League, 


Does Mateo Corbo think 
that Uruguay are unbeat- 
able, especialy at home? 

No, [ think Uruguay is 
beatable, it will be very diffi- 
cult for the Australians: but 
not entirely impossible. 


Just how much of an 
advantage are the Uniguayan 
fans? 

‘The Uruguayan fans are 2 
huge advantage, because they 
will not stop singing and 
chanting getting bebind the 
team, The Uniguayan fans 
‘wll everything possible to try 
and stop the Australians. 
‘They will try and intimidate 
them. The Uruguayan author- 
ities are better prepared this 
time after observing. what 
happened four years ago, but 
it wil be difficult for the 
‘Uruguayan authorities to stop 


grandstand ’ 

Tftechnology is going to be 
used then I would suggest that 
the prime requirement should 
be that it be available to the 
person making the decision in 
the first place, 

Tf he or she has any doubt 
then that umpire can quickly 
fest the element of uncertain- 
ty and give a better decision. 
ence if the umpire in cricket 
js unsure whether the ball has 
hit the bat he cam quickly 
replay the stroke both in 
vision and in sound to see i 
eviation occurred oF a stick 
can be detected. 

Now if people say we 
don't yet have the minia- 
turised and easily portable 
technology to make this prac- 
tical at the moment, then my 
reply is let's can the technolo- 
gy until it can be done, 

Otherwise we may have 
done irreparable hamn to the 
confidence and competence 
‘of umpires or referees in the 
meantime, 

‘The simple answer to this 
is to have the technology 
available to the umpires and 
referees panels after the game 
(very easily done) so they can 
go through the contentious 
decisions with those responsi- 
ble and genuine learning can 
take place. 

If tis process throws up a 


the fans from going to the air- 
port give the Australians a 
real onwelcome gesture. It 
will impossible to stop them. 


Is this a better Uruguayan 
team than 2001 and were 
‘you in Montevideo last tame? 

T think this Uruguayan 
team isa better team, noT was 
not there when the 
Anstratians played there last. 
T was in England playing 
football and trying to farther 
sy career. 


Where does Mateo Corbo 
think Uruguay's strength is 
and who will Australia have 
to contain in his opinion? 

T think Uraguay/s strength 
js in defence and I think the 
players to watch for the 
‘Avstralims are Alvaro 
Recoba and Diego Foran. 


Is it true that you played 
with Diego Lopez at River 
Plate? How long did you 
lay in Uruguay? 

Yes T aid play with Diego 
Lopez in Uruguay @ River 
Plate 1996-1999. I played at 
River Plate for three years 
before moving to Real 
Oviedo in Spain 2000- 2001. 


How has: Mateo Corbo 
found the standard of the 
Hyundai A-League? 

‘The level of the A-League 
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Technology and the referee 


clear problem of competence 
fon the part of the referee 
Which be or she is unable or 
unwilling to rectify then that 
official can be dropped from 
the relevant panel or down- 


spraded for a period. 


Decisions in games and | fogged semi finals. 

match results would not be | Al Ahly overcame eross-town Cairo rivals Zamalek 2-0 
affected, but an improvement | fo give i a 4-1 agaregate victory in the srile the second 
in standards of officiating } semifinal saw ‘Tunisia’s Klatle Sahel qualify for its second 
‘would come about, without | gomseculive CAF final after registering a 1-0 win over 
removing the locus of deci- ] Morocco’s Raja for a 2-0 aggregate victory. 

sion-making and the respon- .| ‘The winmers ofthe CA will join Sydney FC (Oceania), 
sibility to another place or | Liverpool RC (Europe), Sao Paulo (COMNEBOL), 


‘Deportivo Saprisaa (CONCACAF) and the winners of the 


The other critical reqie- | Asian Champions League i the tournament. 
rent is ap improvement in | ‘The CWE will be held in Japan from December 11-18 


the speed of replays. 


‘with Sydney FC drawn to face Costa Rica's Deportivo 


‘Even in cricket, which has ‘Saprissa in the first round for guaranteed shot at 
jiaty of uate dovacice, | Eeeea ne ars ewk) E 


the delays between referral 


and decision-making 
intolerable. 


Tn continuous games like 
football and Australian Rules, 
such protracted consideration 
would not be acceptable to 
players, officials and specta- 


tors. 


The argument is this; if 
technology is going to be 
used to sid decision-making 
in sport then it should be 
available quickly tothe prime 
decision maker, not thir par- 
ties, and if the technologists 
say we can't provide that yet, 
then let’s wait until they can. 


are 


‘Uruguay manager Jorge Fossati 


No surprises in 


~geicice| Uruguay squad 


‘ALetgue a8 good as some of 
the Leagues in Europe, ‘ruguay manager Jorge Fossati will not keep any 
: players in reserve for the crucial second leg of the 
Any partcaler Ausraliae World Cap qualifier against Austratia, us he did in 
players that have caught his | 091, According to futbolomay Fossa preference to 


keep the whole squad together for both legs, leaving no sur- 


Yes there are some very | pigs for the Sydney match, 
good players in the A- | “ ‘The squad, of 24 or 25 players, will be essentially the 


League. Particularly, Archie 
‘Thompson, Ned Zelic and 


Nick Carle. 


same as that which won its place in the playoff via the 1-0 
‘win at home against Argentina this month, according to the 
report. 


Hiro flies 
home for 
wedding 


Glory Japanese star, Hiroyuki 
ida, missed Saturday's away 
flying back to Japan on Monday to tie the 


knot. 


‘The 26-year-old has been one of the 
Glory's most dangerous players in recent 
matches, but his commitments to his bride- 
to-be had been made long before the compe- 


tition kicked off. 


"Hiro has been playing very well indeed 
9 there were a few things to consider," 


McMahon said. 


Roar after 


Perth Glory’s Hiro Ishida got hitched 
» last weekend 


Rolin Eleven 


NZ Knights US Newcastle Jets @ 


Friday 4th November His tall bility t0 he al 
The Game: It na sorry Knigh 
team from w Zealand this 


tale for the 
son as their ainth 
fing in the Kr 
seventh straight lo 


ble bearing 


np must 


A-League Previews — 


al 


Saturday 5th November 
‘The Game: In what will be a huge match for both 
sides the Central Coast Mariners are looking at 
hopefully getting the double of Sydney FC after their 
highly fuelled 3-2 victory over the glamour boys in 
round 4 of the A-League competition. 


CC Mariners vs Sydney FC 


r 


Friday 4th November 

‘The Game; This match features two sides with 
some of the most exciting young players in 
Australia, some of whom may be gracing the bigger 
stage in the future. 

Melbourne need to get its campaign back on track 
atier consecutive losses, while Queensland are in 
desperate need of goals, goals, goals. 

Player to Watch: While the Roar woes in front 
of goal are well documented, itis also about time for 
Victory target man Daniel Allsopp to support 
Archie Thompson in goalscoring 

Allsopp is known as being the bardworker of the 
two up-front and it will be vital that his work con- 
tines, especially winning high balls ageins a tough 


Goalscorers 


6- Archie Thompson Melbourne Victory 
6 Stewart Petrie Central Coast Mariners 
5- Bobby Despotovski Perth Glory 

4 Dwight Yorke Sydney FC 

4-Kevin Muscat Melbourne Victory 
4-Noel Spencer Central Coast Mariners 

3- Ante Milicic Newcastle Jets 

3- Michael Baird Queensland Roar 

3- Michael Valkanis Adelaide United 

3 -Nick Carle Neweastl Jets 

Richard Kitzbichler Melboume Victory 
43-Sasho Petrovski Sydney FC 

3-Dean Heffernan Central Coast Mariners 
3-Simon Yeo New Zealand Knights 
3-David Camey Sydney FC 


9 Melbourne Victory us QLD Roar 


Buonavoglia (left) and David Carney 
celebrate as Jets keeper Liam 


Player to Watch: Mariners Scottish strike 
Stewart Petrie seems to have hit some good 
goalscoring form after grabbing a double against the 
Knights last weekend and will be looking towards 
extending his six goal tally for the season against a 
sometimes fragile Sydney defence, 

X-Factor: Sydney's recent hot and cold perfor- 
mances need to be looked at as they have struggled 
to play a full good game of 90 minutes in the past 


Seore: Neweas 2.0MS. 


few weeks, 

Against the Mariners, the Sydney FC side need to 
be switched on but with the Coast possibly losing 
out on Tom Pondeljak, Sydney could well capitalise. 

‘The Outcome: As mentioned earlier, Pondeljak’s 
tno show for the Mariners will be a blessing in dis- 
guise for Sydney who welcome back Sasho 
Petrovski from suspension. 

His great strike rate partnership alongside Dwight 
Yorke could be the end factor which could see the 
Sydneysiders grab revenge against the Mariners on 
away soil 

Score: Sydney FC 2-1 MS. 


iis. 
Roar defence who sport some tall players in Remo 
Buess and Josh McCloughan. 

X-Factor: While Queensland have been the best 
supported side in the A-League thus far, perhaps the 
change of scenery and not having to bear the weight 
of expectation will count in their favour in this away 
fixture. 

‘The expression on the players’ faces echoed the 
groans of the supporters as each shot failed to find 
the back ofthe net last week against Perth. 

‘The Outcome: These two teams share the best 
defensive record in the league, so an entertaining, if 
low scoring draw may be the result. 

Score: 1-1 PD. 


Sunday 6th November 
elaide United hay 


akes the most of its 
Player to Watch; The 
City strikers Carl 
ping up as one to keep 
hile the 


Adelaide United vs Perth Glory 


aroun Valkani 

done 

X-Factor: Both coaches John 
MeMahon ar 


dened and like ta 
mination. 


th 
of substitut 


| Benge Loddex 


Round 11 


2,Sydney FC 


‘CC Mariners vs Sydney FC 


*Sunday November 6th 
‘Adelaide United vs Perth Glory 


6.Perth Glory 


Reddy looks In despalr 


Round 10 Standings 


“Friday November 4th 
NZ Knights vs Newcastle Jets 
“Friday November 4th 
‘Melbourne Victory vs QLD Roar 1.Adelaide United 
*Saturday Noyember Sth 


3.Melbourne Victory 
4.Central Coast Mariners 
5.Newcastle Jets 


7.Queensland Rear 


8.New Zealand Knights 


P wWwoOD 
106 2 
105 2 
104 3 
104 3 
104 2 
2 
4 
0 


FA Pts 
1310 20 
1716 17 
169 15 
1511 15 
1413 14 
141414 
109 13 
5 223 


10 4 
10 3 
101 


ABSW TIPSTERS FOR THE SEASON 


Glenn Davis 
‘Rewcastle 
Draw 
“Sydney FC 
Perth Glory 

18 
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By wire services 


jhe Central Const Mariners have 
moved back into the top four of 

the Hyundai A-League, having 
defeated the New Zealand Knights 3-1 at 
North Harbour Stadium in Auckland on 


‘Saturday night 

Stewart Petrie netted two gouls in the 
second half, his second brace of the 
2005106 season, complementing Dean 
Heffeman’s fourth minute opener, which 
twas soon cancelled out by a Simon Yeo 
penalty. 

‘The Mariners were seeking revenge after 
their loss to New Zealand in round three, 
‘which was also the ony victory the Knights 
have had this season. 

“The Knights started impressively, pocket 
rocket Naoki Imaya agonisingly scraping 
the crossbar in the opening minutes as his 
unsuccessful attempt sailed over 

Tn what was a keenly fought and entec- 
prising encounter between two sides 
rebounding from defeats in the previous 
ound, it was the visitors whose second half 

eventually tolled against a 
Knights side that has now gone seven 
‘maiches without registering any points. 

"New Zealand is 4 very tough place to 
come and get result, so we're quite happy 
with the three points" said Mariners coach 
[Lawrie MeKinna after the match, 

“With how tight this Teague is, thee 
points can be the difference between first 
and seventh place, so it was vital that we 
‘won here tonight." 

Heffernan started the match in perfect 
fashion for the Mariners, by netting his 
third goal of the Hyundai A-League in just 
the fourth minute, after some quick think- 
{ng from former Socceroo Tom Pondeljek. 

His one-hundred percent effort once 
again shone out for the Mariners after his 
creative and busting rans dovn the flanks 
cause havoc forthe home side 

With the Knights defense undermannesd 
from a previous attack, Pondeljak’s quick 


Mariners beanstalk defender Michael Beauichamp (left) keeps Knights 


Petrie downs Knights 
in Auckland 


Knight's Japanese import Naoki 
Imaya shown In the wars with 
Mariners skipper Noel Spencer 
(right) 
throw-in released the speedy Heffernan, 
‘who showed great poise to slide a left foot 
poke past the advancing Danny Milosevic. 
‘The Mariners joy was short lived how- 
ever, with ex-Lincoln City. marksman 
Simon Yeo bagging his third goal of the 
season from the penalty spot afier being 
fouled by Damien Brown just three minntes 


Mariners keeper Danny Vukovic got a 
hand to. Yeo's spot-kick but the striker 
clealy hit it with speed and strength to steer 
‘home the first goal for the Knights. 


Following the frantic opening to match, 


both sides exchanged near misses for the 
remainder of the first half, with Knights 
midfielder Steve Fitzsimmons coming clos- 
‘est courtesy of 20 metre thunderbolt that 
ccannoned off the crossbar as Vukovic was 
‘well beaten. 

‘The Mariners reclaimed the lead with a 


timely second half goal, Petrc’s fifth of the 


Hyundai A-League. 


goalscorer Simon Yeo at bay during thelr clash In New Zealand on 
Saturday 
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Bright's presence further fuelled 
‘rumours that English attacker Sean Devine 
was on the out. 

‘The Mariners retum to their Central 
Coast Stadium home this Saturday, 
‘Noveuiber 5, when they will take on south- 
em rivals Sydney FC at Central Coast 
Stadium while the Knights hope they can 
restore their heavy hitten pride when they 
entertain the Newcastle United Jets in New 
‘Zealand on Friday. 


New Zealand Knights 
Central Coast Mariners 


Recalled winger Damien Browa’s short 
‘comer was received by Pondeljak, who did 
well to beat the chullenge of Knights debu- 
tant Kris Bright and send a looping far post 
‘ross into the path of Petrie, who finished 
solidly from close range, 

Petrie doubled bis tally, and moved to 
equal top of the Hyundai A-League goal 
scorers chart, when he stepped up to con- 
verta 72nd mimule penalty that was won by 
Pondeljak. 

Pondeljak was felled by Knights young- 
ster Ben Collet, orcing referee Neil Fox to. 
point to the spot for the second time in the 
match, 

Unfortuntaley for Pondeljak, it was to be 
his last play of the evening after be was 
subbed off the pitch with a suspected bro- 
en wrist. 

"The boys werked hard and improved as 
the game went on and I thought we were 
deserving wimers in the end,” said 
MeKinna, 

"We took our chances in the second half 
and looked quite solid at the back, so all 
round, [was quite happy at fulltime,” 

Something that was spoken about after 
the match was that ofthe future of Knights 
-coach John Adsehad at the club. 

Sulfering yet another defeat has’ cleary 
pot the former Oman coach’s position in 
serious doubt. 

But Knights chairman Anthony Lee 
made it quite clear that Adsbead’s position 
was safe. 

"He has a two-year contract with us and 
it's our intention that he fulfils that,” Lee 
said. "John and I go way back and my com- 
‘ment to him was that if you're still happy 
and enjoying it, then why stop at two 
‘years? he told the New Zealand Herald. 

‘The ninth of loss of the season for the 


Knights also compounded on what was a 
rather miserable crowd attendances as 2580 
turned up to witness the match at North 
Harbour ~a statistic the heavies in the FFA 
‘would be closely examining about for next 


season. 

‘One promising aspect from the match for 
the home side was the debut appearance of 
that of 19-year-old striker Kris Bright who 
‘worked very well with fellow attacker Yeo 
up-front. 


‘it was a good debut performance for Knights striker Kris Bright (let) 2s 
he was shown closely marked by an in-form Alex Wilkinson 


By Glenn Davis 


‘ach Miron Bleiberg claimed he 

‘was the unluckiest coach in the 

‘AMleague after Queenstand Roar 
failed to kill off Perth Glory in a score- 
less draw at Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday night. 

‘The Roar dominated but once again fell 
down due te wayward shooting in front of 
another healthy crowd of 13,685 to 
become the first A-league club to top 
100,000 supporters for the season. 

As a reward for the 12313th 
(100,000th) patron through the gate on 
Saturday night, the Roar will take the 
coach and players to a BBQ in the specta- 
tor’s back garden and supply all the neces- 
sary refreshments and food. 

Captain Chad Gibson said it was a fit- 
ting way to say thanks to the fans for their 
unswerving support of the team, 

“For every home game the fans have 
been magnificent and they come to our 
back yard to watch us play. This time we 
will go to theirs and hopefully give them 
an aftemoon to remember,” Gibson said. 

Alex Bresque and Michael Baird were 
the chief offenders for the Roar, leaving 
their shooting boots inthe shed. 

Bleiberg-insisted he would stick with 
his current strike force despite the worry- 
ing signs up front while Perth coach Steve 
‘McMahon left Brisbane counting his good 
fortune, 

"We played well but the goals just did 
nt come," Bleiberg said. 

"You can't tell me that Alex Brosque 
and Michael Baird are not good players 
because they are. 

‘Maybe the nest game well win five or 
sii” 

‘McMahon was delighted to eseape with 
2 point but said the Roar could have gone 
home emptied handed had Billy Celeski 
not bombed a golden opportunity in the 
dying stages. 

"We deserved the draw tonight but it 
was almost a smash and grab job,* 
McMahon said referring to. Celeski’s 
missed chance. 

‘The Roar's goal scoring chances tallied 


League (KOUuNG! NO 


Roar striker Michael Baird checks 
on the condition of a hurt Simon 
Colosimo in one of the many 
clashes that ended the match ina 
scoreless nil-all draw 
an astonishing 33 shots at goal compared 
to the Glory's 13 attempts butit could have 
easily been a victory to Perth had Celeski 

hit the target, 

Coleski pounced on a cross from 
Damian Mori two minutes from time but 
struck his attempt over the crossbar. 

‘Mori who needed an operation to take 
off his wedding ring after his debacle 
against the Victory two-weeks ago was 
seen as the visitors main threat during the 
early periods ofthe match, 

‘The Roar’s frontmen of Brosque and 
Baird dazzled Perth but were able to 
snatch the three points following a superb 
performance from Glory goalkeeper Jason 
Petkovic. 

Queensland's best chances fell either 
side of halftime. 

Brosque had the first chance to break 
the deadlock but his delivery towards goal 
in first balf injury time was miraculously 


Uruguayan import Osvaldo Carro (left) looks to pull one over Solomon 
Islands Interntional Henry Fa’Arodo at Suncorp Stadium 


stopped by Petkovic's left foot, 

More frustration was to come after the 
break with two more attacking raids leav- 
‘ng the home fans in disbelief. 

Baird was presented with a stunning 
chance by Brosque just Seconds after the 
restart of play but Petkovic once again 
foiled the moyement with z desperate slid- 
ing save. 

Brosque, who leads the league in shots 
fon goal, managed to find his teammate 
open after picking the defence apart with a 
piercing pass before Baird set up the next 
opportunity for hard-working midfielder 
Matt MeKay a minute later 

Baird’ initial strike st goal was saved 
by the foot of a desperate Perth defender 
but the ball landed atthe mercy of an open 
MeKay whose regulation shot hit the side 
netting. 

Baird was again left in despair with less 
than ten minutes remaining when his one- 
‘on-one showdown with Petkovic finished 
with the ball taking 2 90 degree tum away 
from goal. 

A sizzling strike by Uruguayaa import 
and tricky midfielder Osvaldo Carro that 
struck the woodwork on the top of the goal 
only added to Bleiherp’s frustration with 
(Queensland taking pot shots forthe rest of 
the game 

Perth defender Matthew Horsley, who 
began the match as stopper had n0 doubt 
Petkovic was the man of the match. 

"I thought Jason in goal was sensation- 
al" he said. 

Skipper Chad Gibson and Josh 
‘MoCloughan were solid at the back while 
‘Tom Wills’ only task in goal was to deal 
with one soft shot from Perth's most dan- 
gerous player, the evergreen Mori 

‘McMahon was delighted with the draw, 
which keeps the Glory a point clear of 
Roar on the Hyundai A-League table, 


His frame was 4 nightmare and 4 com 
‘Mant thom for Roar attackers Alex 
‘Brosque and Michsel Baird who fired 
‘everything they could but tomo result 

Who's Not: 

Roar's Osvaldo Carro is sill coming 

to terms with the Australian game’ and. 


He was sabbel for Waret Moon with 


Clash of the midfield youngsters as Glory's Billy Celeski (left) is 
up-ended by Roar's Matthew McKay 


“We had to put square pegs into round 
holes tonight. Before the game all [ asked 
of my players was to work hard to get 
something and they did that,” he said. 
The Roar have the tough task of this 
Friday travelling to Melboume to face a 


Victory squad who have nothing but a win 
in their sights -after-a home loss to 
‘Adelaide last week while the Glory travel 
to A-League high flyers Adelaide United 
on Sunday. 
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Adelaide United win to stay top 


Veteran Veart breaks Victory’s hearts with late equalizer 


By Alan Clark 


goal from Carl Veart seven min- 

utes from time gaye Adelaide 

United the win against 
Melbourne Victory in front of a near 
capacity Olympic Park crowd on Friday 
evening, 

‘The win confirms Adelaide's tenure as 
Jeague leaders, and condemns Victory to its 
second successive defeat. 

‘Veart ran onto a perfectly lobbed ball 
from man of the match Angelo Costanzo 
‘which sent him clear of the Victory 
defence, and left goalkeeper Eugene 
Galekovic totaly exposed. 

Veart still had a task to complete, but 
suid Galckovie's need to make the first 
move provided the opening. 

“(Galekovic) made my mind up for me 
by coming out of goal so quickly,” Veart 
said, “I just needed to gt it past him and it 
‘was in.” 

Tt was Veart’s second goal of his A~ 
League campaign and it came at a telling 
time as his debut goal was right back in 
round 1 when he notched up the first ever 
A-League goal against the Newcastle 
United Jets. 

“We've got a gond side,” said Adelaide 
coach John Kosmina. 

“They work for each other, and we play 
te our strengths. (Vietory) played. well 
{enight, ut we got bodies inthe right areas 
al the right times,” 

“It was just one of those games,” seid 
Victory coach Emie Merrick after the 
game. “Overall, [thought we dominated 
the midfield, They got the ball forward to 


the strikers. We had several chances, we 
jst didn’t put thers away.” 

“The defence was solid all day, (but) one 
through ball and we got caught out,” he 
said. 

“Adelaide did very well. They did what 
they have todo towin games. It's a differ- 
ent style of football from us, but they're 
getting results.” 

Adelaide had efeated enough chances 
throughout the game for the win, but 
Victory had haa its chances too. 

It was a tightly contested physical battle 
cof a game which either side could have 
Won, and whichever side lost would feet 
hard done by, 

Victory has yetto score against Adelaide 
in their five encousters to date, which indi- 
cates that Adelaide's tactics against Victory 
have been well thought out, 

Adelaide United lined up with a packed 
five-man midfield, with only Shengqing Qu 
up front. Victory played a three-man strike 
force. 

This was going to be a batle of styles 

and formation-effectiveness. 
United managed to keep its shape 
throughout the game, and Victory constant- 
ly strove for the game-cracking goal, but 
was forced to rely more upon moments of 
individual brilliance, rather than sustained 
teamwork and pattem 

‘The first chance of the game arose just 


eleven minutes in, 


Tt fell to Adelaide defender Knstian Rees 
‘who had galloped upfield as United broke 
quickly. 

Victory captain Kevin Muscat, assisted 
only by Adrian Leijer, sought to catch Qu 


Young Victory defender Adrian Leljer (lett) was Kept rather busy all 
‘Shengging 


evening by Adelalde's star Chinese import 


Qu 


M 


Melbourne Victory 


@ Adelaide United 1 


‘The man with the pony tail was every- 
‘where in Adelaide's midfield cleaning up 
Joose passes and: injected himself for- 
‘ward which did create the vistors 2 num- 
‘ber of chances during the match. 
‘Eventually it was Costanro’s ball that 
Jed to Veart's goal which won the game 
for Adelaide United and of course gifted 
‘Angelo man of the match. 


_ Who's Not: 

Aftera blistering stat tothe A-League 
season, Adelaide's Travis Dodd seems. 
10 have lost a bit of puff since the open 
ing rotinds of the competition. 

‘He was not his istal self against the 
Victory and was caught out a muinber of 
‘times by the experienced defence led by 
Kevin Muscat and Geoffrey Claeys. 

He was tater subbed for Richie 
Alagich, 


offside but Qu had cleverly held his run. 

Now facing only goalkeeper. Galekovie 
and with the Victory pair chasing, Qu 
played a square ball inside to where Rees 
was heading. Rees had Muscat sreathing 
dwn his neck, and it was a combination of 
this and his unfamiliarity with such an 
advanced position which allowed the ball to 
be scrambled clear. 

Rees’ game-changing moment however 
vas stil to ative, 

Shorly after, Qu hada free-kick from 20 
metres crash off the bar, 

‘Travis Dodd fired the ball over the top 
ater he'd been set up by Veart who had 
been first to the bal’s rebound. 

In between, Richard Kitzbichler had 
fired over after Allsopp had released Archic: 
‘Thompson up the right. 

‘Thompson's back-heel was straight into 
the path of Kitzbichler and completely 
‘wrong-footed the United defence, 

Mark Bymes had a sharp chance just 
before the half-hour which brought cut a 
fingertip deflection over the bar from 
Daniel Beltrame when he struck goalwards 
from25 metres, running onto apact-cleared 
comer. 

Carl Recchia drove over just after the 
restart which needed Beltrame to make a 
block. Then shortly after came a Victory 
move which needed desperate Adelaide 
defence to keep out. 

‘Allsopp had made a rampaging run 
down the left, squaring to Thompson. 

Belirame had also come out for the ball 
and. dived at Thompson's feet, but not 
‘before Thompson was able to play the ball 
back to Kitzbichler at the edge of the penal- 
ty-nea. 
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The visiting Reds supporters were treated to a ‘huge Vietory in 
Melbourne as their beloved players celebrated the win after the final 


With Beltrame now on the 
ground, Kitvbichler sought to 
place his shot, Ittook a sliding 
Jungeby Rees to slow the ball’s 
momentum, then Michael 
Valkanis gratefully booted the 
ball lear off the line. 
“Taat was a fantastic block,” 
said Kosmina of Rees’ desper- 
ate defence. 
(On the hour Thompson shot 
over after he'd got behind the 
United defence from a Vlahos 
release. 
Allsopp missed an attempt 
with a back-heel from six yards 
when the ball came to him 
unexpectedly after substitute 
Michael Ferrante's strong run 
vp the right. 
“Tdidn’t even see it” said a 
rueful Allsopp in the after- > S : 
‘match media conference. Re on ae 
But with Victory running out - a 
of energy and ideas, it war Adelaide skipper Ross Aloisi (left) shows his 
Costanzo and Veart who com- experience by fending the ball away from 
bined to win the game with next Melbourne's unpredictable midfielder 
to no time for a reply Carl Recchia 


By Peter Damalas 


eweastle Jets striker Ante 
Milicic secured a draw for his 
ide against Sydney FC at Aussie 
Stadium on Sunday evening. 

‘The home side had a plethora of oppor- 
tunities in the second half, and scored 
through a deflected David Camey strike 
with eighteen minutes remaining, only to 
see their lead wiped out just four minutes 
later, 

‘The match only started to live up to its 
billing inthe second period, mostly due to 
the condition it had been raining all day. 

‘The anticipated clash between the skil- 
ful left-footers Camey and Nick Carle, and 
main men Dwight Yorke and Miticic 
failed to eventuate, and instead all players 
were forced to slug it out on the imperfect 
pitch, 

For Sydney FC it was an opportunity 
for revenge after suffering its first loss of 
the season to Newcastle in Round 3, while 
the Jets were aiming to kickoff its extend- 
ed road trip in postive fashion and stay 
within striking distance of the top four 
teams. 

Sydney chach Pierre Litbarski and Jets 
captain Ned Zelic had added to the build 
up during he week, with each team’s 
defence being the main topic of debate. 

Littbarsk’s decision to hand pint-sized 
striker John Buonavogtia his first start in 
the light-biue was based on the perceived 
lack of pace in the Jets backline, consist- 
ing of Zelic and Alan Picken, 

‘After a moment's hesitation early on 
between Zelic and goalkeeper Liam 
Reddy, the match became quite stagnant 
with systematic fouling the order of the 


‘The first clear-cut opportunity came 
Iain Fyfe's way. 

A misdirected back-pass from Mateo 
Corbo went for a comer, and Ufuk Talay 
found the defender unmarked in front of 


attempts to thwart Sydney skipper Dwight 
Yorke possession of the bell 


A-League (20010) 10 


goal. Fyfe could have done better to at 
Teast direct his header on target. 

Both sides could only conjure up half 
‘chances forthe remainder of the first half. 

‘The strong Newcastle defence held off 
the challenge provided by Yorke and 
Buonavoglia, neither of whom could pro- 
Vide the kind of aerial threat or aggres- 
siveness required in the penalty area. 

For the away side, traditional target 
man Milicie played quite deep in order to 
combine with Carle, yet this meant that the 
Jets too lacked a presence in the sharp end, 

‘The majority of the second 45 minutes 
‘was dominated by Sydney, with Richard 
Money's team playing the counter-attack. 

The second half started as the first fin- 
ished with Sydney FC having the better of 
4 Scrappy match in the slippery conditions 
but Steve Corica should have score din the 
49th minute when he was put through by 
Yorke, only to pause before shooting and 
Picken cleared the ball to safe- 


ty. 

Yorke missed a relatively 
straight-forward-chance on 63 
‘minutes when he was put 
through behind the defence 
He was slightly put off from 
finishing the chance with his 
usual aplomb by Picken, and 
the ball sailed harmlessly wide 
and high of Reddy's net. 

Picken again was one of the 
Jets best defenders on the day 
a he was on call on numerous 
occasions to thwart a number 
of Sydney attacks with many 
Tast ditch tackles. 

Five minutes later, 
Buonavogtia had an equally 
‘good chance to’ score when 
Ceccoli cut the ball back, only 
for his slide-rule effort to end 
up agonisingly wide of the 
post. 

‘At this point, it was starting to 
resemble the Saturday night 


ABSW (@} 


Syamey FC's young gun defender Jacob Timpano (let) shown pitting his wits against one of 


match between Queensland and Perth in 
which the Roar failed to capitalise on the 
many shots it had, 

However, with a touch of luck, the 
‘Sydineysiders snatched the lead. 

‘Camey collected the ball and ran atthe 
defence, his shot deflected into the net by 
Jade North, 

It sent the 9,132 drenched fans into a 
frenzy as Camey scored his second goal in 
two weeks, this time in front of his 
beloved “Cove” home supporters, 

‘Yet just five minutes had elapsed when 
Clint Bolton at the other end was forced to 
pick the ball out from the back of his net 
as substitute Franco Parisi cut the ball 
back into Milicic's path, Despite his lack 
of involvement due to Sydney's attacking 
play and persistent injury concems, 
Millicic was able to maintain his compo- 
sure when the ball was placed into his 
path. It was his third strike of the season, 
and left Sydney FC three points adrift of 
table-topping Adelaide United. 

‘Sydney coach Pierre Littbarski was dis- 
appointed in his teams stow first-half per- 
formance. 

"The second half we did much beter, 
We created many goal chances and I was 
thinking we (would) bring the 1-0 home, 
but actually one mistake cost us the two 
points," he said. 

*We were the more active team and we 
did a lot {to} win the game, but they took 
‘one point home and congratulations 10 
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in the game, Jets striker Ante Milicic 
them 

Jets manager Richard Money said [9 
there were a number of positives he 
could take from the, match, but |» 
admitted while his team fought well 
for the draw, they fell short of a 
match-winning performance, 

"Gur togethemess and our collee- 
tive spirit got us through. T don't 
think they had too many chances, to 
be honest, T certainly didnt think 
they caused our slow defenders too | 
many problems,” he said, 

"think the team showed what its 
about. We've gone behind and come 
back and equalised and probably 
had the two best chances to Win, and 


that would have been a great escape 
‘of course, because we certainly Fiery Jets defender Mateo Corbo per- 
didnt deserve to win that game." "forms his style of kung-fu on Sydney's 


David Carney (right) at Aussie Stadium 


* PLAYER PLAYER OF THE WEEK 


Angelo Costanzo (Adelaide United) 


= - = ‘Adelaide United are certainly oozing confidence as is their 
Melbourne Victory Adelaide United Sydney FC Newcastle Jets defensive midfielder Angelo Cd em hadiboen imberiic 


Eugene Galekovic 6 Daniel Beltrame 7 Clint Bolton 6 Liam Reddy 6 form for the South Australian pacesetters. 
Kevin Muscat 7 Matthew Kemp 7 lain Fyfe 6 Jade North 6 Costanzo was at his peak best against a tough Melboume 
Adrian Leijer 6 Kristian Rees 7 Jacob Timpano 7 Ned Zelic 6 Victory outfit last week as his presence broke down @ number of 
Geoffrey Claeys 6 Michael Valkanis 7 Alvin Ceccoli 7 Richard Johnson 6 attacking plays and played a vital role in setting up Carl Veart for 
Mark Byrnes 7 Adam van Dommele 7 ped ei Matthew Thompson 6 the only goal of the game. : 
Cari Recchia 6 Travis Dodd 6 md cues S Ante Milicic 7 Really one of the most consistent players of the A-League so far 
Steve Pantelidis 7 ‘Angelo Costanzo 9 parney Nick Carle 6 ~ keep an eye out for more sterling performances by the pony 
Andy Vlahos 7 Ross Aloisi 7 Andrew Packer 6 Paul Kohler 6 tailed assassin 
Richard Kitzbichler 6 Fernando Rech 6 pony Mery, 
Daniel Allsopp 7 Carl Veart 7 John Buonavoglia 7 
Archie Thompson 7 Shengging Qu 7 Pe ORS 
Subs « Ritchie Alagich 6 eran 
Michael Ferrante 6 Lucas Pantelis 6 Robb Middleby 5 
Ki 5 waite 5 

‘ristian Sarkies Robert Cornthwaite 5 Matthew Bingley 5 


NZ Knights CC Mariners QLD Roar 
Danny Milosevic 5 Danny Vukovic 8 Tom Willis 7 
Darren Bazeley 6 Wayne O'Sullivan 7 Karl Dodd 7 
Danny Hay 6 Noel Spencer 6 Chad Gibson 7 
Steve Fitzsimmons 7 Michael Beauchamp 7 Josh McCloughan 7 
Ben Collett 6 ‘Andre Gumprecht 7 Massimo Murdocca 6 
Simon Yeo 7 Dean Heffernan 8 Michael Baird 6 
Zenon Caravella 6 ‘Tom Pondeljak 7 Matty McKay 7 
Cole Tinkler 6 Damien Brown 7 Hyuk-Su S20 7 
Joshua Rose 6 Stewart Petrie 8 Alex Brosque 6 Henry 
Naoki Imaya 6 ‘Andrew Clark 7 Spase Dilevski 7 Naum 
Kris Bright 7 ‘Alex Wilkinson 7 Osvaldo Carro 6 Damian fi 
Subs Subs Subs Subs 
Xiaobin Zhang 5 Matthew Osman 5 Jonti Richter 7 Adrian Cac: 
Sean Devine 5 Russell Woodrutfe 6 Warren Moon 7 Billy C 
Glen Moss 5 John Hutchinson 5 


SASHO SET TO STRIKE 


Petrovski believes backlash of goals is on the cards 


By Mark Stavroutakis some very sill ccisions.” figures this season and T believe I bas flown, one minute we had just right things very best upon their meeting with 
"The former Viborg and can do this, Its te that myself begun the league the next we're “Teel upuet as Twas considered Uruguay. 
© one can doubt the Wollongong Wolves marksman and Dwight have worked really getting ready ojetforJapanit'sall during the Solomon's matches but “I wish the squad the very best 
determination and ability believes the last two cautions he well togetber and we've stuck a happening but all the boys are wasn’t given afar chance but this against Uruguay and hope thy ca 
of Sydney FC's creative received trom referees Mark good partnership which has shown  reaty to give t their alm puting has not put me dow, I'll continoe make that tip to Genmany next 
striker Sasho Petrovski. Shield and Bea Williams were with nine goals between us, the Australian clubs on the world to score goals with Sydney FC and June, it will be huge forthe game 
His drive and will better his rater harsh. “Pieme has been happy with it map. hopefully I can get a run in the here and will give Austria amore 
prformances week by week have “The last two cards I received so we'll ust have to wait and see “And who knows what could Roos squad inthe next campaign.” respectable name in the fotball 
famed him a lot of respect from were silly things the referees how far ths can take us until the happen from there, good inlivid- Petrovski wished the Roos the _ world.” 
across the Australian pitches in the picked up. The one I received end ofthe A-League campaign.” ual performances. from players 
ALeague. fagainst Adelaide for instance, The squad is no stranger to could grab the allention of 
Unfortunately for Sasho, the when I scored the winner, I dida’( strikers with players such asDavid European clubs.” 
ighly anticipated clash agains the pall my shit of I simply pulled it Zérilic, John Buonavoglia and One such player that has 
Jets last Sunday afternoon was one over my head and he (Shield) US. import Alex Salazar all chas- grabbed the attention of Petrovski 
game he could not take part in due booked me ing that dream spot alongside hasbeen Young Soocero0 defeader 
to suspension —four yellow cards “I's sad as I was pulled up for Dwight Jacob Timpano, 
saw Petrovski miss out the round very lenient things but I guess A fourth striker has all but “I think Jacob thas been out- 
10 cracker. ‘thats football and I have to get on agreed to terms with Sydney on 2 standing for us, be's got a ral 
STU was unfortunate that I ‘with the job, i's only made me short term basis in Japanese legend bright future abead of him and 1 
received 4 yellows as I was just more hungrier though having sat Kamyoshi Miura who will nk up know be'll become the future of 
fining momentum having seored out the Jets match in wanting odo with the side during the World thisclub provided he stays on but it 
‘ow goals in as many games. that -much better against the Club Championships in Tokyo wouldn't suprise me if Eoropean 
“it killed me watching the boys Mariners this Satunday. next month. clubs sign him soon.” 
as really wanted tbe par ofthe “The Mariness will be a tough “I's going tobe really interest. ‘Turning the attention to the 
squad” side no doubt but we've had the ing as already we've got alot of | Socceroos, Petrovski was labeled 
"The 30-year-old Wollongong better of them st their home competition in he striker’ depart- as a sure squad member when he 
resideot believes that bad Tuck as ground so we'll take that with ws ment but this guy has really been a was fring in all cylinders during 
hindered his progress tothe top in when we tavel to the Coast this huge player in Asia and could do the commencement of the A- 
2 few recent occasions. weekend.” well for us. League but baving been given 00 
“Everytime things seem to go With three goals to his name, “He bias 10 be very capable of game time by Gaus Hiddink in the 
well for me, something has to Petwovski is Sydney's second top adapting to our style otterwise Solomon Islands matches all but 
tome in and desttoy my confi. scorer bebind leading marksman things like this could bring down fizzled out the Sydney FC's strik- 
dence, Like when I was called up and stand-in skipper Dwight the team spisit and harmony but er's chance to shine for a spot 
forthe Socceroos camp a couple of Yorke. overall itseems as though this was’ against Uruguay. 
months ago, Unfortunately Igotoo The pair have notched up a more a marketing move ashe is a “T'm obviously disappointed at 
fae time and when I retumed wonderful partuership together age name in Japan and wil defi- not making the final squad. At the 
pack to Sydney FCT founditiough with Sasho believing that more nitely get the local supporters to end of the day it i the enach’s 
setting back ito the rhythm of the goals are set io come from the our matches in Tokyo.” choice and Ihave to deal with that. 
side after starting so well with umber 11. Speaking of the tournament, Guus was usable to watch our 11 
them. “Talways set myself high stan- Petrovski cannot wait to hit the games ona week to week basis so LESSEE SSS SUSU) LC 
“Same bas gone for my suspen- dards and this yearhas been no dif- high soenes in Japan. muybe the people giving him the sygney F's elusive marksman Sasho Petrovski on the hunt 
sion, which really was through ferent. I really want to kit double “can’t believe how fist time feedback weren't ting him the Scientia gies tid someon 
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Victory's 20th player 


and ‘had there been on a root group of Melbourne foot- landmark in the founda- AS Roma, & Barn Brava of Heinemann provides this ing event anywhere else in 
fn top, it probably would ball fans who had been tion of the Union was a trip Boca Juniors being my er insight on the Union and the Australia it’s fantastic". 
have been blown off. starved of professional foot- up to Benéigo to see the sonal favourites” co-founder BWB. ‘Now we've hear from the 
‘Yours try was @ part of ball forsolong, all keen and Vietory take on Adelaide Adam Tennent sid, "{ had heard about the founders, fans, and media 
the action on that brilliant — very excited”. United. “My best friend and 1 Melbourne Victory and manager. Let's now hear 
day,and having been to foot- The Union isan indepen- _‘Throughoutthetripa great came up withthe idea afer decided'o sien up 8 8 Ne - from the players. 
Tdloveneas Tan comfort dent supports club, which bond was formed, and ithas introduction ofthe bet as T desperately wanted Here's ‘Sir Geoff’ other- 
ably say that it rivalled is open to all fans. Ticked off ever since that Melbourne Vietory, and tbe football to succeed in wise known as Geoffrey 
a ay Sich as lland Unlike their fellow A- match the Union now hav- idea has just seemed to con- Australia” Heinemann sid, Claeys, with his thoughts on 
Road, StJames’ Park and League counterparts, the i { tinue to gain momentum”. “T also read about the — the Home End. 
Goodison Park for pure pas- Union are not sponsored and “We along with the Union Union — but I wasn’t con- “The crowd in Australia is 
sion, are independent of the ite and other crews are getting vinced to join. Then wentto better than the crowd in 
‘The Northem Terrace is : = = the first home game against Belgium, that’s for sure” 
‘made of several supporters Perth, and couldn't believe Claeys said, 
group, who congregate what T saw, From that “The crowd in Melbourne 
together and sing as one for moment on, T immediately is fantastic, the Union they 
Melbourne. ‘wanted to join”. cheer us up and that is some- 
‘The most well known “So I got in contact with thing I never had in my 
group is the ‘Union’ which Peter Cass and signed up, career in Belgium. It gives 
‘was founded by Peter Cass, and it's one of the best deci- you power and gives you 
With other supporters groups sions T've ever made”, ‘adrenaline. It is the 12th 


the 
Northern Terrace in full 
flight as their beloved 


ie ae gal such as the ‘Blue and White The popularity of the man, and we had the fecling 
favonriies ‘Syiiacy FC Brigade’ also involved inthe Home End is being vindicat- we were not playing with 11 
the tune of five goals. ee ete fd by the pubic, as tis vast-. men, we were playing with 


“The concept actually 
kicked off, when my club in 
England — Leeds United ~ 
formed their own group 
called the Leeds Ultras. Thad 
read about the success they 
bad, and wanted to form 
something similar in 


ly more populated than the 12 men last game and that's a 
seated areas. big positive thing for us.” 
During « matchday, the And we will leave the last 
supporters groups usually word to everyone's favourite 
meet upat The Vaucluse player ~ Archie Thompson, 
Hotel in Richmond about an with his thoughts on the NE 
hhour and a half prior to kick- Terrace. 
off, and for away games they “The crowd at our home 


‘The Norther Terrace fea 
ture prominently in 
Melbourne home games, 
with the wonderful noise, 
colour and atmosphere a 
sight to behold. A group of 
around 3,000 diehards cram 


a ee Melbourne, but we didn’t can be found at the Charles games has been fantastic,” 

ae Tan ei cam bavea team” Cass sad, Dickens Tavern. Archie said. "They are so 

Pras Se ca soduc- Frantic scenes from fans around Olympic Park after the Melbourne Victory Melbourne Vieary rea supportive and relly it the 
10 Nor four home Hon ofthe A-League and we thrashed Sydney FC manager Tony Ising is most team.” 

eee Tek haye bd ach, 501 goto wok ; appreciative of the support Archie was modest when 

Fae ve irtheosne,  onboilen. Metbourne Viiory Footall Brigade ~ are also enjoying huge mumbersto the games, the players ae geting from asked to comment on the 

been sellous, he isnone “My orignal sim forthe Club "sucess, and combine toget- and more importantly lotsof the Home End, loudest cheers of all being 

don that is the Norte sion was to frm an ut- In adton © providing erwith the Union and other loud and vocal support for "The club was formed by reserved for him. 

Teac is ealy sag © cal sopprers cb maguen suppor atthe stpots Fo on: ne the players? Tennenini sui. the vision of the fans, and "Obviously, it makes me 
he mind back Niche tthe ma Home End, the Union also The Blue and White they have adopted the club feel good to get the loudest 


Seiiay teat esas.a group, and to create a provide Away Game Travel, 7 slong with afew close Brigade now have over 120 beiliantly. I's great to see cheers,” he said. "But its 
See ha EG October, SPecial atmosphere for play- Social Functions, Country friends have been long time members, and along with the they aren't shy in giving the more about the team. If they 
si eg oe we and fellow spectators Supporter Groups and meet admizers of organised sup- Unionare growing in support players their support” Tsing (the supporters) can be vocal 
Haaeet alike”. the players days, which have porter groups in both Europe every game. said, against a team like Adelaide, 
‘ Tt all Kicked off during already proved a raging suc- and South America. Fossa Nelbourne Vietory & “You won't get that Who are 8 tough, any bit of 

cess, 


The noise coming fom the pre-season matches wit Dei Leoni of Milan, Ultras Union © member Jake authentic passion at a sport- help would be great for us." 


the Terrace was exceptional 


Lae Wheels? = aan ae 
best? ‘Toyota MR2 convertible, Owning the horse that wins the 
Spanish. ‘Melbourne Cup. 
Blonds, Brunettes or Redheads? 
Sporting dream (non football)? Brunettes. 
Pro golf tour. 
‘Any tatoos? 
‘Funniest thing you've seen on the foot- No. 
ball field? 
In my younger days a playerin the oppos- Favourite late-night snack? 
ing team had a shot on goal, my teammate Glass of milk. ‘What's your score in the “Beep Test?” 
{just by instinct caught Une: ball instead of 192 
‘king ‘it, and dropped it when he realised What animal (or thing) best describes 
what he did. a What's under your bed? 
Carpet. 
‘Coaches favourite saying? 
“We'll just have a short videe session”... Most admired sporisperson? 
two hours later... Tiger Woods. 
CURRENT CLUB —Neweastle Jets. ‘In one word describe coach Richard Favourite nightspet? Which famous person have you been told midfielder Matthew Thompson In 
FORMER CLUBS - Money ‘M-Bar, in Newcastle. ‘you look like? action against Sydney FC's Alvin 
Macarthur Rams 1999 ‘The Man? Cool Matt Damon. ‘Ceccoli (left) 
Parramatta Power 1999-2004 ‘The Coach? Patieat Describe your dance moves in three 
“Marconi Stallions 2004-2005 words. Describe yourself in une word. What music fires you up? 
NICKNAME - Thommo, What is the best (or perhaps worst) Nat too good. Gennine. Lionel Richie 
POSITION - Midfield. excuse you've heard someone use for miss- 
ing training? Pub grub or fine dining? Best hangover cure? If you were on “Who Wants to Be a 
One bloke scid he had to leave training Fine dining, Sleep. Millionaire”, who would be your lifeline? 
What saying would be your trademark? early to pick his sister up from the airport, Three favourite pizza toppings? My mom. 
“Cry Me A River". rot knowing his sister would tum upto train- Must have fashion item? Cheese, cabanossi, salami. 
ee a Board shorts. De ee Je If you were a bird, whose head would 
Have you ever “goggled” yourself? iad a like to ith... you poo on and why? 
ee Rianne v Favourite superhero? Sandra Bullock. meph ee tocetitaal 
Worst injury? Raphael from Ninja Turtles. 
Biggest misconception about sportsmen? Rolled an. Love... Relaxing. How would you spend your last $50? 
What we do isn’t wor, Hite. Disobedience. Put it on a horse. 
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ueensland Roar coach Miron 
Bleiberg has been exonerated 
‘over his role in the fiery full- 
at with A-League counterpart 
John Kosmina, 

Bleiberg has escaped punishment 
from the club, a day after’ Adelaide 
declined to take any action against 
Kosmina 

A” simmering week-long feud 
tetween the pair escalated into a tense 


sideline confrontation at full-time of 


United's 2-1 win over Queensland with 
Kosmina mocking a red-faced and 
‘ired-up Bleiberg. 

Bleiberg later claimed he had been 
subjected to an obscenity-laced tirade 
ty the former Brisbane Strikers boss. 

"The incident atthe end of Saturday's 
‘game occurred after a highly competi- 
tive and emotionally charged game 
between two teams who were desperate 
to win what was a very important 
match," Roar CEO Lawrence Oudendyk 
said in a statement. 

"Words were exchanged between the 
coaches in the heat of the moment and 


whilst itis regrettable, we have reccived 
no formal complaints about the matter.” 
"We githered all the necessary and 
relevant information and the incident 
has been discussed with both the coach 
and the club's executive.” 
“As a result, we are satisfied that no 


Roar coach Miron Bleiberg 
avoided punishment after his 
‘comments over the John 
‘Kosmina saga 


iplinary ction from our club is 
required and we are confident that the 
matter is now closed." 

Kosmina let rip at Bleiberg as he felt 
the Roar mentor had crossed the line 
with personal jibes ina pre-match press 
release. 

Incensed, Bleiberg bit back but 
although the red mist has now faded, the 
‘Queensland coach remains unrepentant. 

“Why should I regret anything, it was 
the other party who was inthe wrong, I 
only reacted the way that 90 per cent of 
Australian males would in the circum- 
stances," he said. 

Bleiberg has not forgiven Kosmina 
and said that he was still weighing up 
whether he would shake his hand next 
time the two sides meet on New Year's 
Day, 

The United boss is also still touchy 
about the subject. 

Football Federation Australia (FFA) 
is also unlikely to take any action 
against ether coach, leaving clubs to 
deal with players or officials who break 
the code of conduct in the firs instance, 


fhe Australian 
women's football 
team has completed 
its three-match tour of the 
US undefeated with a 
2-0 win over leading semi- 
professional side 
Sacramento Storm in Los 
Angeles, 

Secord-half goals to 
Sally Shipard and Lana 
Harch ensured victory over 
strong opposition that 
includec _ much-capped 
American Brandi Chastain 
and Brazil's Sissi 

"The match was a very 
good workout for us and 
proved to be a very good 
‘way to finish the tour,” said 
Matildas coach ‘Tom 
Sermaanti. 
"It hes been a valuable 


Sally Shipard 


trip for us being able to 
spend time together as a unit 
and playing against quality 
opposition.” 

The most pleasing aspect 
of the tour was that we 
didn't concede any goals 
which is something we can 
build on, and the fact that we 
finished each match strongly 


Late night 
advantage 
for Australia 


Assistant Socceroos coach Graham Amold 
believes the late night kick off will work to 
‘Australia’s advantage 


ssistant Soceeroos 
coach Graham 

has put a 
positive spin on the time 
change for Australia's 
‘opening World Cup quali- 
fying match against 
‘Uruguay, suggesting the 
late night fixture would in 
fact help his side. 

Reports coming out of 
Montevideo had suggested 
the November 12° match 
would be moved hack five 
hhours to a Spm starting time 
in order to ensure the 
Socceroos missed a commer- 
cial flight back to Australia, 

Football Federation 
‘Australia (FEA) confirmed 


the time change after they 
received official word from 
‘world governing body FIFA. 

While the FFA has so far 
refused to. comment about 
the change — allegedly done 
oma tt fr tat basis after the 
FFA tefused to allow 
Unuguay to hold - the 
Montevideo match 2 day 
carly ~ Armold ssid hecan see 
only positives, 

"Tt doesn't bother us too 
auch, in fact it might be a 
little better because a lot of 


the players will be coming 
from the cold climate of 
Europe to the hot climate of 
South America and the 9pm 
‘start means it will be. cooler 


for them,” Amold said, 

Amold felt rather than 
causing any disarray to the 
Socceroos! plans for the 
World Cup showdown, the 
delayed kick-off would 
instead give them more time 
to prepare, 

“Tt will give us an extra 
training session on the day of 
the game," Amold suid, 

‘Amold dispelled specula- 
tion that the lateness. of the 
final whistle could make it 
difficult for the Socceroos to 


*No, not as far as Tunder- 
stand, there will be no prob- 
lems at all, we have 
Australians helping us over 
there," he said. 

‘An FFA spokesman would 
not be drawn on arrange- 
ments to whisk — the 
Socceroos away fiom the 
Estadio Centenario to get 
back to Sydney as quickly as 
possible ahead of the second 
Teg on November 16. 

Tt is understood that the 
FFA is considering charter- 
ing a plane but it has refused 
to release any details of the 
Socceroos! travel plans at 
this stage. 

‘The Socceroos assistant 
coach said that the prepara- 
tions for the play-off were 
going well and thatthe staff 
‘were "keeping their fingers 
crossed" that the players 
avoided injury and stayed 
match fit over the next two 
weeks. 


farious Damian Mori has lashed 
‘out at the refereeing decision he 
says "robbed" him of one of his 
final games in the A-League, 

The Peith striker, who has only two 
{games to run on a short-term contract ith 
the Glory, missed the clash with 
Melbourne because he could not remove 
his wedding ring. 

According to FIFA laws, outlined at the 
start of the A-League season, players must 
remove all jewellery prior to playing. 
‘Taping of jewellery is also not permited. 
Football Federation Australia said it was 
upto clubs and players to comply withthe 
game's law. 

But Mari, who scored a record 225 
‘goals in the old NSL. as well as 29 forthe 
‘Socceroos, said he had played the last 11 
‘years wearing the ring, including the 2re- 
vious four matches in the A-League. 

"IE T was told four weeks ago then 
would have had it eu off said Mori, who 
will have the ring removed this week in 
‘order to play for the Glory against 
‘Queensland Roar. 

"But every other referee has looked at 
it, sees it can't come off and suid to put 
tape on it," 

*Twasn' fussing that it had to come off, 
the point isit cant come off." 

‘Mori said he fractured his ring finger 
seven yeas ago playing football and could 
‘not remove his wedding band. 

Referee Mark Shield ordered Mori to 
‘ake off the ring moments before kick-off 

Mori and club staff tried frantically to 
remove the ring as the game began, but 
Glory coach Steve McMahon was eveatu- 
ally foreeé to replace the forward with 
Brian Deate inthe fifth minute. 

“The frustrating thing is I'm 35, 've got 
another three games up my sleeve, andTve 
had a game taken away from me for moth- 
ing,* Mor said. 

"Ws not like when you're injured and 
you cant do nothing about it* 

The FFA said all clubs were sent a 
memo before the start of the pre-seeson 
cup in August reminding them of the rae, 
which is also included in the 2005 FIFA 
Laws of the Game book. 

"The sivation involving Damian Mort 
‘was unfortunate, however we are obliged 
fo operate the competition strictly in 
accordance with the Laws of the Game 
and under FIFA's instruction," FFA head 
of operations Matt Carol said. 

"The onus is on the clubs and players to 
censure that they comply with the laws of 
the game.” 
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Perth Glory's short-term striker 


is also a major positive.” 


— 


-Matildas finish 
tour undefeated 


‘The winning margin 
could have been greater with 
Jo Burgess, Kylie Ledbrook| 
and Collette McCallum all 
putting the ball in the net 
only to be nuled offside, 

The breakthrough finally 
came 13 minutes from time 
with Ledbrook’s low drive 
from the left-hand flank 
fumbled by the goalkeeper 
and finished from close 
range by Shipard. 

In injury time Sarah 
Walsh set up Harch who| 
broke clear of the defence 
and lifted her shot over the 
advancing goalkeeper. 

‘The Matildas are working. 
toward the 2007 FIFA 
Women's World Cup, with 
the qualifying tournament 
scheduled for mid-2006, 


‘Damian Mor! had to have his wed- 
ding ring removed for the match last weekend 


ABSW(®) 


Ex-Socceroo defender back in Oz 


By Joe Russo 


‘ayden Foxe is one 
unlucky player. The 
‘Soceeroo 
defender, who only a few 
months ago was playing for 
Portsmouth in the English * 
‘Premier League, has had an 
operation back home here 
in Australia om a stress frac- 
ture in his foot, 
Tn a recent interview on 
2KY's Football Fever radio 
show, Foxe outlined the fact 


that it would be a long recov- 
ery process, yct he is putting 
the disappointment into per- 
spective, 

“Itis probably going to be 
‘a six to nine month rehab pro- 
gram,” be disappointingly 
told listeners. “But that’s life 
and they're the ups. snd 
downs of football and you 
just have to take it step by 
step. 

“You Took around and 
someone’s always a lot worse 
off. T'ye got a bad injury in 


terms of my career but in 
terms of life, it’s not too bad 
at all, 

“Pvebeen able to play sve- 
cer for 10 to 12 years asa pro- 
fessional, 1 do a job that love 
doing, end I've got my family 
and friends with me, 

“in the big scheme of 
things itis not that bad, IFyou 
whinge and whine, it starts 
getting a bit annoying.” 

Foxe though can rightfully 
consider himself most 
unlucky. The ginger-haired 


defender would have teen a 
strong contender to marshal 
the Socceroo defence against 
‘Uruguay but fate intervened. 
However, he does believe 
that the Socceroos will quali- 
fy for only their second ever 
World Cup. He told listeners 
that Australia appears to be 
‘more mature than four years 
ago. 
“T think we look stronger 
and more mature than we did 
four years ago,” he sid, “Itis 
‘going to be a tough game, but 


Hayden Foxe shown playing for Portsmouth last season 


1 really believe that we are 
‘going to get through this time. 

“Umguay looked very 
good when they played a 
strong Argentina team (a 1-0 
win to Uruguay in 
Montevideo), They look like 
they just soak up abit of pres- 
sure and hit you on the coun- 
teramack.” 

Foxe is also. impressed 
with Guus Hiddink as coach 
‘and Australia’s stylé of play 


players playing regular first 
team football in top leagues: 
England, Spain snd all over 
Europe,” he said, 

“There’s a stack of experi- 
ence there now, but four years 
ago people didn't know what 
{o expect in South America = 
they were very intimidated, 

“A lot of attention has gone 
{in tactically to the team, mak 
ing them aware of what their 
{jobs are firstly and then wor- 
rying about what t0 do in a 
team formatio 

“Guus Hiddink has really 
focussed on that and they're 
got a new lease of life. They 


Took like they are jumping out 
of their skin with stacks of 


energy. 

“Dukes [Mark Viduka] 
‘was up on his own [against 
Jamaica] but not really up on 
his own ~ he had so many 
‘options and choices where he 
‘Wanted to play the ball. 

“It just looked like every- 
‘one was. supporting each 
other and new what to do out 
there. And it looked like a 
totally new team.” 

One of the topics that is 
never too far away from the 
lips of Sccceroo fans is the 
quality of Australia’s defence. 
A defence, which Foxe says, 
needs to be experienced 
‘against Uruguay 

“T think Australia definite- 
ly needs experience back 
there [in defence} for the 
game in Uniguay,” he said. “T 
just hope that everyone is 
available for _ selection 
because, t» play Uruguay in 
‘Unuguay, you need your best 
team out there.” 

‘Another issue which is 
causing scme amount of dis- 
cussion is whether Kevin 
‘Muscat shold be included in 
Australia’s team, 

The Melbourne Victory 
captain has yast amounts of 


‘experience and. hss publicly 
stated that he would ‘give his 
right arm’ to play for 
Australia Foxe certainly sup: 
Ports the inclusion of Muscat. 

“I wouldn't have. put 
Musky out ofthe squad in the 
first place, but that’s just my 
opinion,” ‘he told listeners. 
“He's terific to have around 
the team and he's been in 
three or four World Cup cam- 


Paigns. 

“He's tough, mentally 
strong, and good to have 
around with the young fel- 
Tows, but that’s up to the 
coaching staff [whether he is 
selected or not].” 

Harry Kewell, who only 
recently retumed to 
Liverpool's side from injury, 
is yet to convince everyone 
that he will be 100% fit for 
both matches. Foxe was 
asked whether a player, who 
‘isnot fully fit, canbe carried 
in such a ig match, 

“It's always a risk,” he 
said. “If you are 80% fit and 
‘make a meal of it, then people 
think ‘why did you play him 
because he's only 80% ft?” 

“If you go across and get a 
0-0 draw, then it's a great 
decision. However, it depends 
on the player I suppose and it 
{is up to the player if he thinks 


Happier times for Foxe shown posing in his 
Socceroos outfit some time ago 


‘he can get through the game.” 

So what does Foxe see as a 
‘g00d score in Montevideo for 
Australia? 

“Any result with a goal,” 
hae categorically stated, “1-1, 
2-1 loss or even a 3-1 105s, 
because we are capable of 
beating anyone here in 
Australia. We could win 2.0 
very easily and win on away 
goals.” 

‘The final question that he 
‘was posed was whether or not 
he believed Australia should 
rest some players for the frst 
match in Montevideo, in 
order to have them fully fit for 
the retum leg in Sydney, 

“Think you need your best 
‘team in both games,” he said. 
“Uruguay have todo it ftrav- 
el] too. Most of their players 
play in Europe end, in terms 
of travelling and so forth, 
‘everyone is going tobe in the 
same boat, 

“If players like Harry, who 
have been injured and might 
not be able to get through two 
games at 100%, it might be 
Worthwhile doing something 
like that. But would want 0 
play my strongest team in 
both legs,” he concluded, 

Football Fever is on radio 
2KY 1017 AM in Sydney 
‘every Sunday at 9.00pm. 
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Australian born defender snapped up by 
Cypriot national side 


“Til always be Australian 
‘no matter what but Cyprus 
has given me the chance to 
show what I can do on an 
international scale.” 

‘The 22-year-old played 


nee told by his for- 
jmer Sydney 
Otympic coach that 


he would never make it in 
the game of football, young 
defender Perry Moustakas 
hhas proved many of his 


the whole match and. was 
mentioned as one of the best 
‘nthe pitch even though they 
‘ended up on the losing side. 
“It was a brilliant experi- 
playing wgainst some of 


the best up and coming play- 
xs from France who have 
dlready been tipped to be the 
ext big things in European 
football.” 

Moustakas’s side is 
coached by none other than 


critics wrong by being 
selected for the recent 
Cypriot Under 23 National 
side. 

Currently featuring as a 
regular starter for Apollon 
Limassol in the Cypriot First 
Division, his efforts have 
caught the attention of the 
Cypriot youth coach who 
used him as a starter in the 
county's. last World Cup 
qualifiers clash egainst 
France. 

“Tt was a huge buzz being 
selected into the Cypriot 
side. [obviously gave t good 
thought about what I should 
do and being from Australia 
it did make it that much 
tougher. 


reunion of the 
squad that first 
epresented 


Australia in the Soccer Tan 


World Cup in 1965 willbe Pearson, Billy Rice, John against North Korea in 
held to coincide with the Roberts, Bill Rorke, Les 1965. 
return leg of the Australia Scheinflug,  Hammy “We know that a couple 
Uruguay match on 16 McMeecham, Nigel of the players have passed 
November. Shepierd, Dave'Todd, Geoff on, but we would certainly 
But the organisers have Sleight, John Warren, John like to get every other mem- 
been unable to contact many  Watkiss, ber of the twenty man squad 
cof the members of that orig- Archie Blue, who was a at the reunion”, he suid. 
inal squad, so they are member of the squad, said The reunion lunch is open 
appealing to anyone who that everyone would be tothe original pioneer squad 
may know their where meeting up atthe members, as well as other 
abouts so that they can be Dolcissimo Restaurant in players or interested parties. 


invited to the reunion lunch 


and the World Cup return lunch and then travelling by twenty year old goal keeper 
leg. coach to Australia’s all inthe team, said that the pio- 

"The 1965 squad was as important World Cup match ner World Cup Australian 
follows: Stan Ackerley, John against Uruguay. players were like lambs to 


‘By Otto Bader 
pred ff Sat 05 


In front of a full auditorium at the 
FRAT the Association President Paul 
Mahasidis welcomed all guests — club 
officials, coaches, players, sponsors, 
family friends, supporters, media repre- 
sentatives and life members, 

MC. Matt Russell, well known TV 
personality, smoothly guided proceed- 
ings through the night, calling up various 
award winners to receive a momentum 
for their achievement and recognition 
playing for their tubs. 

For the record player of the year in 
first division went to Steve Jovanovski 
from Wollongong United and in Premier 
League it went to Denis Jurjevie from 
South Coast United. 

Cocch of the year was voted to Tan 
Cirson from Woonona in the First 
Division and Peter Beggs irom 
Dandzloo in the Premier League. 

Club champions with three grades in 
top end places of the competition were 
Fernhill in first division and Tarrawanna 


‘Anderson, Roy Blitz, Archie 
Blue, Billy Cook, Ron Giles, 
Steve Herczeg, Pat Hughes, 
Johnston, 


Haberfield for the reunion 


Jimmy 


The Australia-Uruguay 
match and our reunion, is 


exactly forty years to the 
day since our first match 


Bill Rorke, who was a 


‘he former Perth Glory men- 
tor Bernd Stange 

‘The German maestro has 
been a hit with the Cypriot 
club this season and has 
‘muided them into first posi- 
fiom on the ladder. 

Stange has had a high 
regard for young Perry thus 
keeping bim in his essential 
TI-man squad on the pitch 
week in week out, 

Moustakas has become 


yet another star that has left | closed.” 
Australian shores without | _ Meanwhile Adelaide 
notice but has since hit the | United striker Fernando 


big time in his own way 
proving that not all coaches 


opinions are always the cor- | up 
Queenland Roar's Miron 
Bleiberg. 


sect ones. 


Ross Aloisi. incited the 
Queensl 
two weeks ago. 

The Advertiser 
United chief Michael Perillo 
was told that some sections 
of the crowd filed a com- 
plaint against Aloisi after 
United scored its frst goal, 

"I haven't been issued 
with a copy of any report,” 
Petrillo said, 

Ross has not been repri- 
manded and the club has 
nothing to discuss unless a 
copy of any report lands on 
my desk. The issue is 


Rech was delighted to see 
coach John Kosmina stand 


clear in Roar clash 


delaide United have _Bleiberg said that his players,” Rech told AAP. 
dismissed claims Uruguayan midfielder. "I don’t think i's a good 
that midfielder Osvaldo Carro was better thing to say bad things about 


d Roar crowd 


says 


United's 2-1 win. 


for him against 


this, his players 


than Brazilian Rech which 
eventually sparked a touch- 
line bust-up between the two 
coaches at the end of 


"He (Bleiberg) tied to 
sign me in Jamiary or 
February, and now he says 


someone you don't know. 
"Kosmina is more like a 
player than. a coach, so he's 
always on our side and of 
course atthe end of the game 
wwe had a lot of things io say 
‘to Miron. 

*T think Miron Jeamed 
lesson and it's better for him 
maybe to talk after the game 
and not before, 

"Everyone was more 
focused against Queensland, 
maybe more concentrated, 
especially because of what 
Miron said during the week 
so everything was a litle bit 
extra in Brisbane.” 

ts also understood that 
the club could be in search of 
a. short-term replacement 
after Louis Brain and long- 
term injury. victim Michael 
‘Matricianni could be side- 
lined farther. 


are better 


sent Australia in 
Cup. 

“We went to a 
training camp in 


up matches to 


hensively beaten 


in Premier League. 

‘League Champions were Shetharbour 
Workers renamed now Suns in First 
Division and Dandaloo in Premier 


League. 

Grand Final winners this year are 
Woonona in first division and Picton 
Rangers in Premier League. 

Fair Play award went to University 
(the fifth time) in the first division 
accepted by veteran president of the club 
Peter Bannister (24 years running) and in 
Premier League by Dandaloo, 

Entertainment was on show with the 
very impressive Ball Room dancing 
group RIVIERA Young Guns and come- 
dian Marty Morton 

Several special presentation were 
rade for services rendered. 

This function finalises the end of the 
2005 football season with preparations 
already on the way for another one 2006, 


paces 


‘The two top sides in first division this 
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‘year ~ Shellharbour Workers (now Suns) 
and Wollongong United have been 
accepted into the Premier League for 
2006. 
‘They both face a tough task now to 
build up a competitive team and must 
update their ground facilities meeting the 
set criteria. 

Shellharbour Workers or known next 
year as Shellharbour Suns, need to 
improve urgently the playing surface of 
Barrack Heights. Sports field. 
Shellharbour Council has assured work 
on the ground will be done within weeks, 

Otherwise only some additional cos- 
etic corrections are required to improve 
facilities which should not cause any 
problems. 

The Shellharbour area now has three 
clubs in Premier League — Warilla 
Wanderers, Albion Park White Eagles 
and Shellharbour Suns. 


joined FIFA in 1963 and we 
‘Were the first team jo repre- 


prepare us for the humidity 
of Asia and then went 
straight into the first leg 
against North Korea in 
‘Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 


appalling. We had no warm, 


match conditioning and not 
surprisingly were- compre- 


Korea 6-1 in the first match. 

“We did much better in 
the second match on 25 
November and were beaten 
31 

“Following these match- 
es, we Went on a south east 
Asian toor, winning most of 
the games. 

“North Korea went to the 
1966 World Cup finals and 
performed very well by 
beating by reaching the 


the World 


four week 
Cairns to 


21 November 1965. quarter finals. In fact they 
“Our preparation by beat Italy and were leading 
today’s standards was Portugal 3-0, before being 


beaten 5-3 after the great 
Eusibio scored four goals 
aganst them”, Bill Rorke 
said. 


maximise 


by North 


Wollongong United playing at 
Macedonia Park Berkeley have an excel- 
Tent complex and are in the process of 
building undercover awnings for the 
spectators. 

Both home grounds for the new clubs 
are expected to be ready for playing in 
due time. 

Relegated to first division were 
Wollongong Olympic and Balgownie 
Rangers both finishing up with the last 
two places in the Premier League compe- 
tition this year. 


Early Birds Call-up 

Shellharbour City Football coach 
‘Wayne Eagleton is inviting his boys back 
for a kick around for Thursday 10th 
‘November at Keith Bond Oval to contin- 
ue once per week until 15th December 
for a couple of weeks off before proper 
training commences on Tuesday 31d 
January 2006. 

All present players, newcomers and 
youngsters are most welcome to join an 
all out effort to compete successfully 
‘again in next year’s first division compe- 
tition. 


WOODGATE 
BACK ON 


More World Stories 


“Full European: 
King Otto to : 7 / Results 
stay on with 3 : Tablesand == 
Euro champs ‘ t TV Listings | 
Greece ? : ‘ig pace aa 
- Page 25 | ae 7 a = 


English Premier 
League Wrap with 
Results, Reports 
and Tables of 
Weekent's 
») Matches 


Italian Serie A 
Coverage 
Featuring Joe 
Russo's 


italian Affair 


on page 29 page 30 
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Woodgate repays Madrid faith 


fe 


‘onathan Woodgate's unfortunate 

start to his Real Madrid CF career 

might have deterred even the most 
ptimistic-minded professionals, 

But a postive outlook and the determi- 
nation to succeed has helped the defender 
overcome a series of set-backs, elevating 
him to cut status atthe Santiago Bernabeu 
inthe process, 

Especially after scoring in Madtid’s last 
Champions League victory against 
Rosenborg BK, "Tm overwhelmed,” 
Woodgate said. It is not hard to imagine 
‘why; suozess in Madrid has been a long 
time coming for the English international, 


Demanding role 

A. self-confessed ‘Northern lad’, 
Woodgate may not have known just what 
‘Ye had let himself in for when he signed 
from Newcastle United FC for £22m in 
June 2004. As former Madrid centre-back 
‘vin Campo said: "It's one thing to be a 
central defender, another entirely to be a 
central defender at Real Madrid." 

‘The 25-year-old had taken on one of the 
‘most testing jobs in the Primera Division, 
his every move would be scrutinised by 
the most demanding fans in Spain. 


Difficult start 
Tn the case of Woodgate those fans 
would be made to wait before passing 
judgement. Woodgate spent his debut sea- 
‘son recovering from a thigh muscle tear 
and did not play a game for his new 
employers, 


‘At Ieast it gave him the chance to learn 
enough Spanish to communicate with bis 
team-mates. 

He needed to; Woodgate had some 
‘explaining to do upon finally making his 
‘debut against Athletic Club Bilbao on 22 
September. 


Own goals 

Tn the 24th minute, the defender divert- 
ed a Joseba Etxeberria shot into his own 
net, Worse was to follow. 

‘On 66 minutes he was dismissed for a 
second yellow card, Madrid's fans sided 
with the Englishman, and 70,000 of them 
applauded enthusiastically as he trudged 
back to the dressing room, It was the most 
inanspicions of starts, but Madrid fans 
approved of what they had seen, particu- 
larly Woodgate's domination in the air - 
which has been an issue in the club's rear- 
‘guard, 


Cult status 

In his next appearance, a friendly 
‘against Real Zaragoza, Woodgate scored 
another own goal, but rather than get on 
the defender's back, Madrid's fans showed 
patience. Both players and fans have taken 
‘Woodgate's shaky start with a good dose 
cof humour, recognising that beneath ital, 
he is a very talented player. 


‘Likeable bloke’ 

Fans describe Woodgate as ‘un tio sim- 
ppaticc’ (a likeable bloke), and the way he 
has bounced back from 12 months of hard 
ship hus strengthened their bond with him. 

‘The cult status he has won was empha- 


sised with his crucial headed equaliser 
against Rosenborg. Significantly, after 
scoring he raced to the touchtine to hug 
club doctor Alfonso del Corral. 


‘Overwhelmed’ 

"It's good to get a goal in the right end," 
‘Woodgate told uefa.com, "It's been a bit 
hard. The games I have played, I haven't 
‘had the best of starts but hopefully I can 
turn it around a bit now. I wasn't deliber- 
ately looking to score; I was just in the 
right place at the right time. I practise my 
heading quite a lot but mainly for defend- 
ing, having said that, when Becks (David 
Beckham) is putting the balls in like he 
his, you can't really miss can you?" 


Strong support 

‘Coach Vanderlei Luxemburgo, Roberto 
Carlos and central defensive partner Ivan 
‘Helguera have all recently expressed their 
belief in Woodgate. He has not taken long 
to repay that trust. 

It'sanice to hear they've got alot of faith 
in me because I'm not a bad player," 
Woodgate said. "I haven't played for a 
while ‘and I hope now I can start playing a 
bit more. Ivan is a great player and has 
‘been a great help for me. He's a very funny 
Tad as well, so he has been really good to 
me, but all the players have as well so I 
couldn't really single out any one person, 
‘they have all been brilliant with me." 


Defenders' glory 


ry 


A likeable character by all, English star defender Jonathon Woodgate 
shares a Joke with partner in crime Ivan Helguera (left) 


himself to the Bernabeu in Europe he was 
joined in the limelight by fellow goslscor- 
er Helguera. "I lke it when that happens." 
‘Woodgate said. "It gives a bit of glory to 
the centre halves." 


Excellent start 


Humour has helped Woodgate sur- 


Madrid's defence is usually outshone by mount many: ‘obstacles since he arrived in 
their poten forward ine, Fitinglythoogh, the Spanish capital, and he is clearly 


cn the nighi Woodgate truly announced 


enjoying the moment. 


rt] 


When asked whether the cold of 
‘Trondheim might have an adverse affect 
‘when Madrid visit Rosenborg this month, 
fhe laughed: "Cold? Tim from the North 
East. I wont get cold up there, still be 
playing in my normal short-sleeved shirt! 
‘The Bruzilians might not lke it too much, 
they might wrap themselves in gloves and 
aahat and that but I'm used to it, I ike the 
cold.” 

“Maybe, but the Bemabeu has quickly 
warmed to him, 


By Paul-Danlel Zaharia 


ince FC Steaua Bucuresti's 

European Champion 

‘Clubs! Cup heroics of the 
late 1980s the Romanian capital 
has rarely been a force in conti- 
rental football. But in just the 
second year of the UEFA Cup 
group stage Bucharest can boast 
three entrants. 


Trio progress 
Last season Steaua prepared the 
ground, reaching the last 16. This 
time around they have been joined 


man 


Celebrations galore for 
Romanian glants Steaua 
‘Bucuresti 


24 


Communist era 

In the communist era, Steaua 
and Dinamo - linked to the defence 
and interior ministries respectively 
= dominated proceedings, their 
Political clout ensuring them the 
‘best players. Rapid, meanwhile, 
were seem as the workers’ club: 
popular but rarely successful. 


As 
‘Romania life, the December 1989 
revolution swept out more than 
just the old regime, Dinamo and 
Steaua became independent, pro- 
fessional clubs while in 1992 
Rapid gained a new majrity 
shareholder in wealthy business- 


by FC Dinamo Bucuresti and AFC 
Rapid Bucuresti. Of course, the 
capital clubs have long dominated 
in Romanian domestic football, 
but the success of Steaua, Dinamo 
and Rapid, 
‘Valerenga IF, Everton FC and 
Feyenoord in the first round, sig- 
nals a grander ambition. 


who eliminated 


Europe. 


New reality 


in many aspects of 


George Copos, 20 


‘Romania's deputy prime minister, 
Stars depart 


However, in this brave new pro- 
fessional world more money lay 
broad, and so whereas atone time 
1986 European Cup winners 
‘Steaua could boast the best alayers 
in the land, now the likes of 


season, 


Gheorghe Hagi departed. Literally 
the poor relations of former rivals 
such as FC Barcelona, Steaua and 
co now rarely progressed in 


Steaua investment 

‘Money was what was lacking, 
but at the turn of thé decade things 
began to look up. In 2000 the 
charismatic billionaire Gigi Becali 
purchased Steaua, with the ambi- 
tion of reaching the UEFA 
‘Champions League group stage. 

His investment, based around 
‘generous reward for success and 
intolerance of failure, meant 
Steaua could now turn down trans- 
fer offers from foreign clubs, and 
the bedrock of their squad has 
‘Deen together for several seasons. 
‘Captain Mirel Radoi is now able to 
‘command a reported salary of 
‘€350,000, a more than significant 
sum in Romania. 


Valencia beaten 

‘That cash is beginning to pay 
dividends. Not only did Steaua 
produce a fine UEFA Cup run last 
liminating holders 
‘Valencia CF, but they also claimed 
the Romanian title for the first 
time in four years. 


to reality. 


ing, however, 
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Collective 


approach 

Dinamo have taken a slightly 
different approach. They have 
never had a sole owner since ‘urn- 
ing professional, their board con- 
taining several investors. It has 
made for stability and produced 
three titles since 1999/00, more. 
‘tan previous monopolists Steaua, 
Enropean success has been lack- 


Big names 

This summer, though, the nine- 
strong board appointed influential 
ex-agent Ioan Becali as president. 

Becali's promises that the new 
budget is "more than enough" are 
being borne out - captain Florentin 
Petre and striker Claudiu 
Niculesca remain at the club after 
ong spells, while Gabriel Tamas, 
Florin Bratu and Tanis Zicu have 


“loan, 


sgainst Everton FC. 


Hard-nosed 


negotiator 


through the media 


teen brought back to Romania on 


ficulescu, Zicu, Petre and 
‘Bratu were all on target when 
Dinamo proved their worth as a 
European force, the 5-1 win 


Rapid, meanwhile, have experi- 
enced far less stability. Copos has 
provided millions of dollars, but 
his hard-nosed contract talks with 
players are often conducted 


However, he recently had to 
reverse the sacking of coach 
Razvan Lucescu, son of FC 
Shakhtar Donetsk's Mircea, within 


Capital gain for Romania 


‘And Becali remains committed, 
only last week appointing fans’ 
hhero Marius Lacarus, who won a 
record ten championships with 
Steaua, as executive president. 
The UEFA Champions League 
dream seems to be coming closer 


strengthened position has proved a 
boos, The sprit among the players 
that saw them stick up for their 
coach has been transferred to the 
field, as Feyenoord found out. 


Cluj success 

__ Intriguingly, the first Romanian 
club to find European fortune this 
year were not a capital side but 
‘unfashionable CFR Cluj, trans- 
formed by the investment of young 
‘businessman Arpad Paszkany and 
the appointment of yeteran inter- 
national Dorinel Munteanu as 
player-coach. 

With Munteanu given the free 
dom to run the team as be pleases, 
they reached the UEFA Intertoto 
Cup final and are now flying high 
in the league. 


12 hours after protests from play- 


ers and club president Dinu 
Gheorghe. Copos declared: "From 
this ‘moment, the players, the 
coach and the president bare sole 
responsibility forthe results ofthe 


team." 


Position 


strengthened 
‘In a nation where coaches have 
often found tenures to be precari- 


Reward reaped 

So perhaps a decade in the 
wilderness for Romanian club 
‘football could be over, thanks to a 
new influx of money. Should 
Becali, Paszkany, Copos and co 
continue to reap the reward, other 
tycoons could be persuaded to fol- 
low in their footsteps, and more 
‘Romanian success in Europe may 
follow. 


ous, the 36-year-old Lucesou's 
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Kaiser 
Ma hacke prefers Real 


os for Ballack 


received the hack- 
ing of the Greek Football 
Federation even though the 
franz Beckenbauer ofthe three chibs 
"They stand above all 
Ballack against moy- others in terms of legend. 
ing to Italy, saying Real They're the ambition of 
Madrid would be a betier everyone and it was the same 
choice if he decides to leave in my time. But Michael must 
Bayern Munich. mow where his own future 

Beckenbauer, who remains lies." 
president of Bayem while "We understand that 
hheading up the organising Michael is not shrieking 
committee of the World Cup, hooray because e's got the 
is tying to persuade Ballack chance to stay at Bayem and 
to accept a new contract that he's studying the posi- 
rather than walk away ona tion.” 
free transfer at the end of the = "But wke the Italian 
season, Teague. They often have 

German meiia reports sug- crowds of just seven, eight or 
gest Manchester United are 9/000. That's lke the regional 
leading the chase for the league in Germany. 1 doat 
Germany captain's signature, know if he'd have fun there. 
with Real Madrid and Inter In the Bundesliga we bave 
Milan also interested, average crowds of 40,00." 

"Id probably say yes to Ballack, the Player of the 
Real Madrid,” Beckenbauer Year in the Bundesliga, has 
said when asked by Sport said be will decide a the end 
Bild magazine to choose one of November whether to stay 
‘at Baysm or move on. 

Kari Heinz Rummenigge, 
the Bayem chief executive, 
recently advised the 29-year- 
old not to move 10 
Manchester, United or Real 
Madrid. 

"T don't believe he'll go to 
Manchester United,” 
Rummenigge said. 

“They are 10 points behind 
the leaders and I dont think 
theyre going 10 be champi- 
‘ons. What speaks for 
Manchester United over 


‘The federations president 
Vassilis Gagatsis. said he 
thought Rehhagel would 
probably stay until the 2008 
European Championship but 
that the German's decision 
would not be known until 
November 20, Looking for an extended contract with the Greek 
"We all have faith in ‘National side Is German coach Otto Rehhagel 
Rehhagel,he isthe coach that Rebhagel stunned the foot- his mind up yet," said 
can give more to this team all world when he led an Gagatsis. "He would like to 
and is the most relic solu- unfancied Greek team to the stay and that is the fans' wish 
tion for us,” Gagatsis said in Euro 2004 tile in Portugal too, All the media, all the 
‘an interview published on the but the side missedout on the people want Otto Rebbagel. I 
federation’s website. World Cup after finishing believe that this has made a 
"Perhaps some people fourth ina strong group con- difference to him." 

have a different opinion. At taining Ukraine, Tukey and "Ta my opinion he is gcing 
this moment, those who are Denmark. to stay but that might charge, 
‘making decisions at the fed- That failure ed to specula- 1 cannot confirm that he is 
eration believe that Otto isthe tion Rehhagel, who has a — staying with the same certain- 
fone to lead the national team contract until the end of the ty I had affer the European 
to the European year, might go. a 

Championship.” “He probably has not made 


Greek Super League proposal 


reece's top football by the league's governing in the Super League and crcation of a Super League, 
‘could be re- body next month, bonuses for good referees. "All chairmen-owners and 

structured as 2  Theideahasthesupportof Greece's professional foot- their representatives. will be 
Super League of 16 clubs to all major Greek clubs includ- ball leagues are currently run Kept away from any active 
boost club revenues and ing champions Olympiakos by a union of club owners involvement and will be 
modemise the way thecom- ang includes, among other (EPAR) rather than the FA, replaced by professionals 
petition is run, sugzestions, bonuses for which is responsible only for receiving salaries for their 


‘The proposal has come clubs staying inthe top flight the national team, the amateur work,” it said, ‘Baye Munich?” 

from current league leaders for more than three years as divisions and the Greek Cup. "We will keep the good "Real Madrid. obviously 
Xanthi who took out full- well as bonuses for aewly- But continuous infighting, points of the proposal and see have an incredible image but 
page adverts in newspapers promoted clubs. bitter legal disputes and even how we can improve the bad s they haven't won anything in 
last week to explain ther pro- ‘It also sets quality stan- fit fights between club presi-poins," a senior EPAE offi- | two years.” 


posal which will be discussed cards for stadiums for clubs dents during meetings have cial told Reuters, 
embarrassed the EPAE and "The proposal is right in 
prompted calls for an over: saying that professionals 
haul of the professional game. should manage the league and 
Although no time frame not the chairmen but there are 


= ge 
has been stipulated, the fact issues such as TV rights and 
that Greece's first division revenues for each club that 
matches are soon to be curently cannot be adapted 
included in the country's most for many reasons," he said, 


popular sports betting game Greece, which suprisingly 
‘which will increase the club's won last year's European tera inidfielder_—_Demetrio 
incomes, has added asense of football championship, has Albertini could soon be making 2 
urgency to the plan, failed to capitalise on this return to Serie A with Roma accord- 

FIFA, world football's gov- success, with the national | ing to reports in the Italian media, 
ering body, will also be team ailing ints bid to reach | Roma have struggled so far this season and 
Watching developments with next year’s World Cup finals | coach Luciano Spallet is after an experienced 
interest after criticising the in Germany, player to give some stability to his midlield, 
Greck govemment for-inter- Attendances at domestic | "Although the transfer window doesn't open 
fering with the running of the matches are also dsappoint- | until January, the 34-year-old is a free agent 
FA at the FIFA Congress in ing with many clubs strug- | and can be drafted into the Olimpico immedi- 
‘Morocco last month, gling on gates of around | ately, 

However the creation of a 1,000 orless. Albertini began his career in the Milan 
Super League'is not directly Although crowd trouble | youth system and spent 15 years with the 
linked to FIRA's concems. has diminished this scason, | ftalian giants. 

‘There is am immediate problems are rife domestical- } He left in 2002 to join Atletico Madrid in 
‘peed to change the structure ly with teams challenging ref- | Spain for one season before going to Lazio, 
and operation of professional  erecing decisions days after | A switch 10 Atalanta followed, before a 
‘ootball regarding the first matches have been played, as | January transfer to Spanish giants Barcelona, 
division," Xanthi said in ‘ull- well as demanding referees | Despite helping the Catalan side win the 
page newspaper ads, outlin- sre banned and attacking their | Spanish tile last season, Barcelona decided 

e : z Demetrio Albertini could make the 
ing the proposal for the own union for not doing so. | not to offer him a new contact this season. Tigo tm Cerca 
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Bayern Munich's star player Michael Ballack is 
wanted by many high profile European clubs 


Olympiakos’ star attraction Brazilian Rivaldo has 
given the Greek League more prestige 


ey ABSw: 
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wid Beckham will 
captain England at 
next year's World 
Cup despite his second 


Eriksson said. "I don’t know 

what happened but you do 

get sent off in football 
"These things happen in 


‘He is going to be captain in 
Germany." 

The 30-year-old was also 
shown the red card. in 


sending-off in a month,  Sngland’s World Cup quali- football, they always hap- 
coach Sven-Goran fier against Austria this pen, It will always be like 
Eriksson said, ‘month, making him the frst that in football.” 

"[ don't have any problem England playerto be seat off Eriksson believes 
with Beckham as captain,’ twice. England, who finished top of 
Eriksson told the Manchester "I have not spoken tohim their qualifying group, have 
Evening News on Tuesday, about the dismissal,” good chance of winning 

te World Cup "if we do not 
have serious injuries and the 
players are not too tired at 


the end of May.” 

The Swede, whio took 
‘over as coach in 2001, also 
said that if England had 
failed to qualify he would no 
longer be in the job. "If we 
‘were not in the playoffs 1 
would not have been here, 
that is for sure, If Leave the 
(pb it will be on England 
resulis and not what the 
press says." 

Eriksson came under 
intense media pressure fol- 
lowing poor recent perfor- 
mances, including a shock 
defeat by Northern Ireland, a 
scrappy win over Wales and 
41 friendly drubbing by 
Denmark. 

His private life has also 
hit the headlines, while his 
Tucrative contract with the 
Football Association has 
often come under media 
sorutiny, "The only problem 
with being manager of 
England is you have to win 
every game, even friendlies," 
he said, "You bave to eam 
only a little money and you 


‘Still England's akipper David Bookham, ag ‘ave tobe asain." 


backed by manager Sven Goran Eriksson 


Matthaeus to draw 
World Cup groups 


Jormer Germany captain Lothar 
Matthaeus has been invited by 
FIFA to draw the World Cup final 
groups in Leipzig on Dec. 9, he told Bild 
newspaper at the weekend, 

"ItS a great honous for me," Matthaeus, 
who had a record 150 caps, told Bild. 

Matthieus, 44, is Hungary's coach, He 
‘was bypassed for the Germany job in 2004 
that later Went to Juergen Klinsmann, a for- 
mer Germany team mate and rival. 

"We proposed Lothar to FIFA," said 
Germany's 2006 Organising Committee 
vice president Wolfgang Niersbach. 

Matthaeus saidhe and Klinsmann had 
overcome their differences. 

"By and large he is doing a good job,” 
Matthaeus said. 

But at the moment he's causing himself 
some problems. I'm sure be'll have it all 
sorted out. Germany will rise to the occa- 
sion at the World Cup.” 


German great Lothar Matthaeus will 
‘select some of the groups for the 
2006 World Cup in Germany 


frican rivals Ghana, selves again and thisisgoing defence of their titl'against The tonrnament will open 
Nigeria and Senegal tobe the best test possible.” Zambia in Alexandra. Also with a derby between Egypt 
‘have been drawn in Nigeria have failed to drawn in Group C were and Libya in Cairo on 
the same group for next qualify fornext year's World Guinea and South Africa. January 20 
year's African Nations Cup Cup finals in Germany. Of the top seeds, The draw for the African 
finals, adding a new chap- Nations Cup -———— Cameroon Nations Cup finals 
ter to long-standing rival- hosts Egypt om) | willhave been 
ny were dniwn al | the ost satis- Group A: Beypt (nos), 
‘The three sides, plus with Ivory S| ied, based in Ivory Coast, Libya, Morocco 
Zimbabwe, will playin Coastin Group | a i in Group B: Angola, 
Group Din Eeyptin January, A, renewing. a wf B Cameroon, Democratic 
‘Senegal beat Nigeria after their recent 77 with Republic of Congo, Togo 
extra-time in a bruising World Cup } Democratic Group C: Tunisia (hold- 
semi-final encourter at the qualifying % | Republic of ers), Guinea, South Africa, 
2002 finals, days after rivalry during. | Congoand the Zambia 
Nigeria had ousted Ghana in which the Africa {two surprise © Group D: Ghana, 
the last eight. Tvorians fin- of Nations | World Cup Nigeria, Senegal, Zimbabwe 
“Iesatough group but this ished iop of the | = eeeereec—oe| finalists The toumament will be 
wil relly notvae ny play. secon to [EGYPT 2 WG) sngols and played in Egypt from 
ery and Lave them really reach the finals ‘Togo. January 20 to February 10 
determined," Nigeria coach for the first time, “All the groups tumed out next year. 


Augustine Eguavoen told 
reporters, 
"We have to prove our- 


Burley unsure of next move 
after leaving Hearts 


corge Burley says ically, that despite rumours 
the has no idea vhat to the contrary, Valdas 
his next career 

move will be after his shock: 


‘vanauskas will not bea can 
didate to replace George 
departure as manager of 
Scottish league leaders 
Hearts. 


Litya and Morocco are to be really difficult,” said 
also in Group A. ‘Angola coach Luis Oliveira 
Tunisia will begin the Goncalves. 


"However, we will not be 
de-railed from our ambition 
to deliver to the fans and the 
city of Edinburgh « club 
Which is regularly competing 
atthe highest levels of foot- 
ball in Scotland and Europe. 

"Lwant the club to’be win- 
ning the SPL tile on a regu- 


to a confidentiality agree 
ment 

According to media 
reports, multi-milionaire 
Romancy, who took charge 
of Hears in February, saving 
the clud from a potential 
move away from their 
‘Tynecastle home, wanted to 
be involved in team snatters 
and brought new players in 
without consulting the man- 
ager 

The reports also say 
Burley's success in Scotland 


Burley,” he said, 

“Hee bas been working at 
the club on a segular basis 
with the coaching duties and 
this may continue in the 


The club's owner, 
Lithuanian bank tycoon 
Vladimir Romanov, also 
issued a statement on 
Monday thanking Burley for 
his work at the Edinburgh 
club. 

"T thought I did very well 


forthe club,” the 49-year-old had sparked interest from a 
Burley told Edinburgh ‘number of English clubs. 
Evening News. Former England manager 


Bobby Robson is the hook 
makers' favourite to succeed 
Burley. 

‘The 72-year-old, who 


"But nothing surprises 
you in football, ‘That's life. 
Who knows what the furure 
holds for me? 


“left the club in as good tumed down the Hearts job 
a position as it ever has been carlier this year, is quoted at 
in, I thoroughly enjoyed my 7-2 by bookmakers William 
time at Tynecastle and would Hill to ll the post. 


"I didnt take the Hearts 
job for personal reasons," 
said Robson, who has been 
out of management since 
being sacked by Newcastle 
United after five years in 
charge in August 2004 

"Bul my circumstances 
are different now, It is an 
autractive job and T left Mr 
Romanov on good terms," he 
was quoted as saying in 
British media 

Robson is expected in the 
Scottish capital later this 
week for the funeral of his 
former Fulham and England 
team mate Johnny Hayres, 
‘who died after a car crask in 
Scotland last week. 

Italian Nevio Scala and 
Preston North End boss Billy 
Davis, also _ previously 
approsched by Hearts, are 
again seen as contenders. 


like to thank the supporters 
for their backing during my 
time there. 

"They tumed out in their 
droves almost from day one 
and we had sell-outs fr vir- 
tually every game and their 
support is greatly appreciat- 
ed” be said. 

Hearts are unbeaten in 11 
‘games this season and, for 
the first time in 20 years, 
Scotland look to have & team 
capable of challenging the 
Celtic and Rangers hegemo- 
ny forthe title. 

However Burley’s sudden 
departure, just hours before 
the defeat of Dunfermline, 
has cast a shadow or their 
great start to the season. 

"I would like to place on 
record my thanks to George 


Outgoing Hearts coach George Burley 


lar basis as well as playing in 
the Champions League. 

"L have kept all my 
promises to Hears fans and 
‘want them to know that they 
and the club can look for- 
‘ward to further investment 
‘on and off the field.” 

Romanov also ruled out 
Valdas Ivanauskas, a former 
coach of Lithuanian side 
Burley for his input over the FBK Kaunas, replacing 
past four months," Romanov Burley. 
said "Can I state, quite categor- 


future if the new manager 
feels it appropriate." 

Burley left due to "imrec- 
oncilable differences" just 
four months after taking over 
atthe Edinburgh club. 

A. day earlier Romanov 
said he hoped to take com- 
plete control ofthe club after 
increasing his stake to 55.5 
percent. 

Burley and Romanov have 
declined to comment on the 
reason behind their split due 
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for a playoff berth in Group heavily as a result of intema- 
Seven til the very end, which tonal sanctions imposed from 
-came after a 1-0 defeat by the 1992 until 1996 because of the 
Serbs in Belgrade, while Political conflicts in the 
Slovenia missed out after quel Balkans. 
‘fying for Earo 2000 and the The country was expelled 
‘World Cup finals in 2002. from Euro 92 after qualifying ~ 
The former Yugoslavi's  is¥eplacements Denmark went 
“final roar came in 1990 when 0" t0 Win the competition ~ and 
they reached the quarter-finals it Was also banned from taking 
ofthe World Cup in Italy, hint- Patt nthe 1994 World Cup and 
ing at how good they might Eto 96. 
hhave becomeifthe country and _ Tomislav Karadzic, the tional tage, there are problems 
team had stayed together. Serbia & Montenegro Football domestically. 
‘The nucleus of the 1990 side Association chief, outlined just 


"The bulk of the players in 
that 1987 under 21 side were ‘7H he ast 16 at the 1998 


Croatian and our lads finally World Cup and the last eight at 
otthe chance to show justhow Baro 2000." 

talented a soccer mation we are "But the long international 
after Croatia gained indepen- sence took ts toll and almost 
dence,* he tod Renters. ‘ued our socoer." 

“They have certainly made Their absence continued 
the country proud with their a8 after stability returned to 
accomplishments inthe past 15 Tegion, the team failing to 
years.” qualify for either the 2002 
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(ABs: 


@ 


AMPIONS LEAGUE 


Juventus vs Bayern Munich 
Club Brugge vs Rapid Vienna 
‘Twesday November 22 
Juventus vs Club Brugge 
Bayer Munich vs Rapid Vienna 
Wednesday December 7 
Club Brugge vs Bayem Munich 
Rapid Vienna vs Juventus 


GROUP B 


D 
1 
1 
1 
1 


2 
6 
1 
0 


FIXTURES 

Wednesday November 2 
Barcelona vs Panathinaikos 
Udinese vs Werder Bremen 

‘Tuesday November 22 

‘Barcelona vs Werder Bremen 

Panathinaikos vs Udinese 
Wednesday December 7 

Udinese vs Barcelona 

Werder Bremen vs Panathinaikos 


GROUP D 


wD 
1 
1 
0 
0 


FIRTURES 
‘Wednesday November 2 
Benfica vs Villareal 
Lille vs Man Utd 
‘Tuesday November 22 
Lille vs Benfica 
Man Utd vs Villareal 


GROUP E 


PWD 
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EUROPEAN CUP STATS 


ea 
cHaielons Champions League Updates & UEFA Cupp Pound Up 


UEFA CUP GROUP STAGES 


ae} 
+2 
FIXTURES 


‘Tuesday November 1 
Schalke vs Fenerbahce 
PSV Eindhoven vs AC Milan 
‘Wednesday November 23 
‘Fenerbahce vs AC Milin 
Schalke vs PSV Eindhoven 
‘Tuesday December 6 
AC Milan vs Schalke 
PSV Eindhoven vs Fenerbahce 


GROUP F 
P 
3 
3 
3 
3 


FIRTURES 
[uesday November 1 
Olympiakos vs Lyon 

Rosenborg vs Real Madtid 
‘Wednesday November 23 
Real Madrid vs Lyon 
Rosenborg vs Olympiakos 

December 6 


ee R<=z0 


elder, is poised to make a return wo the Serie A, 

‘According to report itis Roma that may be interested ins 
services. 

‘Hes currently a free agent and his wealth of experience is 
proving to be very altractve for Roma, 

‘Alberti, who recent tumed 34, las played for Barcelona 
in the Spanish Liga, but he has of course spent most of his 
career with AC Milan, 

‘He was at Milan from 1988 to 2002 and during which time 
he won several honours with te Taian giants. He cleaned up 
with five Scudett (Serie A league titles) and three Champions 
League tes. 

‘Albertini spent 2002-03 with AUletico Madrid, 2003-04 
‘with Lazio and started 2004-05 with Atalanta before transfer- 
ring to Barcelona in Jannary. However, the Catalan club did 
not renew his contact and his ret to Italy could be immi- 
ent, 

‘He has also earned 79 caps for the Azzurri and represented 


his country at the 1994 and 1998 World Cups, Euro 96 and 


Euro 2000. 

‘A player of Albertini’ experience may well be an astute 
investment for Roma who have strugeled somewhat this sea 
son, Its no secret that coach Luciano Spalletis after an expe- 


rienced player to give some stability tothe Roma midfield and 


Albertini may well be that player. 
toe 

ast week this column mentioned that Claudio Ranieri was 
Lins ig for work, but surely the former Chelsea, Valencia 
and Fiorentina coach woulda't resort to a coaching job in the 

|| Scottish Premier League. 

Fora coach that has the unique record of sitting on bench. 
sin the work's three best leagues, the Seri A, the EPL. and 
the Liga, the reports linking him to Hearts in Scotland are cer- 
tainly suprising. 

Hearts, who have also reportedly Held talks with ex- 
England and Neweastle manager Bobby Robson, are aiming 
to eplace George Burley who left recently. 

Ranieri, however, does have a thing for Russian owners, 
Having endured the pressure of coaching Chelsea, owned by 
Roman Abramovich, he would be going to Hearts who are 

|| owned by another Russian by the name of Viadimir Romanov. 
|| _ Despite Ranier’s enthusiasm to return to the coaching cir- 
| es, one would suspect chat he would able to secure a jb in 
the Serie A if be is litte more patient 

He is arguably one of the fest unemployed coaches in 
‘Enrope and there are a few Taian clubs who will be looking 
to change bosses in the next few weeks. 

tone 
atch fixing is once agnin in the news in Italy. The Halian 
Feskration fas asked for documents from a 
‘Genova magistrat's investigation which is looking into possi- 
‘le links between gambling and match fixing. 

Genoa won the Serie B title last season and promotion to 
the Serie A, but the club was relegated to the Serie Cl after it 
was accused of match fixing inthe last game of season against 
Venezia: 

Tt was a ridiculous decision by club officials to enter some 
hazy deals because the club was guaranteed a place in the 
Serie A on merit. They were clearly one of the best teams in 
the Serie B. 

‘The state prosecutor of the city of Genova is apparently 
examining phone tps of prominent gamblers in the city. Some 
media reports have even suggested matches involving other 
clubs feature in the conversations, bu it is debatable Whether 
anything conclusive will come out of the investigation by the 
football authority. 

Far too many of these investigations have tamished the 

|| image of Italian football and the sooner the game moves away 
from these scandals, the better it will be for all involved. 
tok 
‘huge match on the weekend between Juventus and AC 

Milan produced a somewhat surprising result, but accord 
‘ng to Juventus coach, Fabio Capello, thee is nothing to be 
‘woried about. 

Despite the convincing defeat at the hands of his former 
club, Capello said he still believed he has a strong team and 
actually complimented his side. However, one suspects that it 
‘may be a case of bravado by one of the best coaches in the 
basiness. 

‘The win moves A€ Milan to within two points of Juventus 
snd once again opens up the ttle race in the Serie A which, at 
‘one stage, looked like a fait accompli for Juventus. 


Kew * 
Sydeey readers can tana beta Sanday Night Saccar, ee 


‘905 Fil pvory Sunday ai 10.60pm, for ail the Latest local 
‘and laternatienal feethal news. 


AC MILAN ....... 
JUVENTUS ........1 


€ Milan ended Juventus’ 100 per 2ent league 
record in style with a 3-1 victory over the 
Serie A leaders. 

Carlo Ancelotts side blew away the reigning 
champions with three first-half goals as Milan 
recorded their seventh straight win and cut Juve's 
Jead to just two points, 

Clarence Seedorf’ deflected drive put Milan 
ahead before Kaka's unstoppable hal-volley and 
‘an Anérea Pirlo free-kick left Juve on their knees 
al the interval. 

David Trezeguet pulled one back for the visi- 
tors in the 76th minute. 

Juve, who won their first nine matches for the 
best ever start in Serie A, have 27 points from 
their 10 matches played, while second-placed 
Milan have 25. 


SAMPDORIA . 2 
INTER MILAN . 2 


‘ter Milan looked even less like genuine con- 

Jenders for the Serie A title after they struggled 
to 22-2 draw at Sampdoria. 

They twice went behind to goals by midfielder 
‘Aimo Diana before hitting back through Esteban 
‘Cambiasso and fvan Cordoba, 

‘The result left Inter a distant third with 19 
points from 10 matches. 

Italso increased the pressure on coach Roberto 
‘Mancini to turn around a season Inter fans fear is 
already becoming the familiar and fruitless pur- 
suit of Juve and Milan, 


LECCE ...ccceeeesO 
MESSINA ....0005552 


ecce remain bottom of the table after two 
tano D'Agostino goals inside the last ten 
‘minutes gave Messina a win which takes them out 
of the relegation zone, 
Both of D'Agostino's goals came on the break 
with his first a purticular well-taken solo strike. 


LIVORNO .......44.2 
PARMA .........+..0 


‘tis tuning put to be an excellent season for 

Tuscan teams with Livorno joining Fiorentina 
inside the top five, 

Parma remain badly weakened by injury and 
despite battling bravely throughout, well-taken 
headers from Cristiano Lucarelli and Stefano 
Morrone earned Livorno the three points. 


REGGINA..... 
LAZIO ....... 


disappointing result for Lazio who have 
struggled away from Rome this season. 

The decisive goal came when Nicola 
Amoruso's shot was blocked by Lazio's 4l-year- 
old reserve keeper Marco Ballotta but bounced in 
off the back of the unfortunate Lazio defender 
Luciano Zauri. 


AS ROMA..... 
ASCOLI .... 


éramatic late winner from French substitute 

Philippe Mexes gave Roma victory after 
Ascoli had looked set to take a point home from 
the Olympic stadium, 

Christian Panucci put the home side ahead with 
‘fine angled header but Cristian Chivu was sent 
off in the 81st minute for an elbow on Ascoli for- 
ward Sasa Bjelanovic. 

‘Two minutes later the visitors drew level thanks 
to a thundering 20-metre free-kick from Maurizio 
Domizzi only for Mexes to head in from close 
range in injury time. 


TREVISO ..........0 
SIENA .....0020need 


reviso have still to pick up a point at home this 
season but Siena's solid season continued with 
Enrico Chiesa scoring his eighth goal of the cam- 


AC Milan players celebrate their massive victory over rivals Juventus which opened up 
the titfe race once again 


‘paign. 

Former Italy international Chiesa pounced to 
slot home after Simone Vergassola's shot had been 
partied, 


FIORENTINA .......2 


CAGLIARI ......:+.:1 
‘onduran striker David Suazo put Cagliari 
ahead in the 23rd minute, racing goalwards 

after robbing Fiorentina's Marco Di Loreto and 

confidently slotting home, 

Serie A's top scorer Luea Toni brought third- 
placed Fiorentina level eight minutes into the sec- 
‘ond half, finishing off a superb defence-splitting 
pass from Stefano Fiore, and then set up Martin 
Jorgensen for the winner, 

Cagliari Daniele Conti. and Michele Canini 
‘were both handed red cards in the final stages of 
the game and Fiorentina move within five points 
of leaders Juventus. 


CHIEVO ......25+2.2 
EMPOLI ... eee e ead 


Iwo of the brighter sides from the mid-table 
pack produced an entertaining game and a fair 
result. 
Franco Semioli put Chievo ahead in just the 
fourth minute but former Fiorentina forward 
Christian Rigano blasted Empoli back on to level 
terms four minutes later, 

Another well-taken goal by the impressive 
Francesco Tavano put Empoli ahead but Chievo 
‘got the point they deserved when Sergio Pelissier 
tapped in from close range. 


UDINESE ..........0 


PALERMO ........+.0 
fhampions League side Udinese remain in 
mid-table after this goalless draw. 

Uinese's Brazilian defender Felipe put the ball 
inthe net towards the end of the first half, only for 
itto be disallowed for a foul on the keeper. 

‘The home team had another "goal" ruled-out in 
the second half, this time by striker David Di 
Michele. 


Obafemi Martins laments on a missed 
chance in Inter's 2-2 draw with 
‘Sampdoria over the weekend 


SERIE A 


‘Sampdorla 2 Inter Millan 2, AC Milan 3 Juventus. 
1, Rloma 2 Ascoll 1, Chievo Verona 2 Empoll 2, 
Fiorentina 2 Cagllart 1, Lecce 0 Messina 2, 
Livomo 2 Parma 0, Roggina 1 Lazio 0, Troviso 0 
Siena 1, Udinese 0 Palermo 0 


PWDL FEA Ps 
109 0 1 9-5 2 
WS t 1 2-8 B 
W712 2-bn 
06 1 32-1019 
105 3 2 N-10 18 
04 4 2 17-416 
04 4 2 14-1 16 
104 3 3 15-1015 
04 3 3 13-13 18 
4 2 4 19-1714 
14 2 4 WW-t 14 
W4 2 4 18-19 14 
04 2 4 12-15 14 
02° 5 3, 0-Du 
03 0 7 10-159 
Wi 5 4 10-158 
1 3 6 8-19 6 
W1 2 7 5-16 5 
100 4 6 7-17 4 
wW1t 8 5-19 4 
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ef Pascal Chimbonda for their seventh win of 
their remarkable season after Fulham dominated the 
first half, 

Henri Camara should have got the winner for 
‘Wigan when he put the ball past Fulham 
‘Tony Wamer three minutes from time but ke could 
only screw his shot in to the side-netting from a wide 
angle. 

With time running out, however, Chimbonda 
secured the three points forthe Latics with his fist 
goal for the club, getting in front of Pape Bouba 
Diop to head Graham Kavanagh's free kick past 
Wamer, 


TOTTENHAM 
ARSENAL ..... 


urs looked to be on couse fr a fit win over 

their North London rivals in six years but an 
‘error by England goalkeeper Paul Robinson gifted 
Robert Pires alate equaliser. 

Arsenal bad a poor first half and England mid- 
fielder Ledley King put Spurs ahead with a powerful 
header from a Michael Carrick free kick m the 18th 
minute, 

Goalkeeper Jens Lehmann pulled off excellent 
saves from Jermaine Jenas and Jermair Defoe to 
limit the damage before Pires took full advantage of 
Robinson's flap ata free kick to level the scores 13 
minutes from the end, 


BIRMINGHAM CITY ...0 


aA 


happier 
hinder pressure after Everton got their second 
‘Win of the seaton to move off the botiom of the 
table, 

The goal came just before halftime when mid- 
fielder Simon Davies drilled the ball home after 
latching on to Andy Van der Meyde's pass from the 
left wing. 


Didier Drogba looks on as he scores on of Chelsea's four goals in their victory over 
Blackburn Rovers 


James Beattie and Duncan Ferguson (twice) had 
‘opportunities to put the game beyond the home 
side's reach but spumed them and Everton had to 
survive a late onslaught as Steve Bruce's side looked 
foc an equaliser. 


BOLTON 1 
olton executed their gameplan to perfection to 
win the battle of the Premice League over- 

achievers and go above their rivals in the table. 

Charon, without ailing striker Darren Bent, 
dominated possession but were unable to break 
down a resolute Bolton, who made them pay for 
their prefligacy in the 72nd minute, 

Japanese midfielder Hideotoshi Nakata latched 

‘on to the ball in the box and his cross left Kevin 

Nolan with the simplest of finishes. 


CHELSEA ..........4 


BLACKBURN 2 

10th league win of the season for champions 

Jooked a formality after two goals in 

the first quarter of an hour but Blackburn were back 
‘on level terms by halftime. 

Didier Drogba opened the scoring by beading 
hhome his sixth goal of the season before Frank 
[Lampard converted a penalty to double the lead in 
the 14th minute, 

But Craig Bellamy scored twice before the break, 
the first a penalty the second with his head, before 
‘Lampard found the back of the net again with cross- 
shot and Joe Cole benefited from 1 huge deflection 
to seal the victory inthe second half 


LIVERPOOL .........2 
WEST HAM ......++.0 


Fest Ham had not won in the league at Anfield 
since 1963 and never looked like doing so 
‘once Xabi Alonso gave Liverpool the lead with a 
Jow shot that took a deflection off defender Tomas 
Repka in the 18th minute 
‘Boudewijn Zenden opened his account for the 
European champions to give Liverpool their first 
vietory by more than one goal this season. 
‘The Dutchman cut nto the box from the left wing 
‘and Shaka Hislop had no chance of stopping his shot 


that flew into the met off the post. 
SUNDERLAND ... A 
PORTSMOUTH ......4 


fender Matthew Taylor scored twice, the sec- 
fond a spectacular long-range effort, to help 
Portsmouth come from behind and take all three 
points at the Stadium of Light. 
Dejan Stefanovic’s handball allowed Dean 
Whitehead to put Sunderland ahead from the penal 
ty spot in the fourth minute and they kept the lead 


‘until three minutes into the second half. 

‘Taylor headed the ball to Zvonimir Vukic for the 
Serb to equalise then put his side ahead 10 minutes 
later, Taylor lobbed in his second from jut inside the 
‘Sunderland half and Dario Silva completed the rout 
after 74 minutes, 


MIDDLESBROUGH ....4 


MANCHESTER UTD ...1 
ddlsbrough took a firm grip on the match 
when Gaizka Mendieta lashed a shot past 

Edwin van der Sar in the second minute and they 

never loosened it. 

Jimmy Floyd Hasselbsink added the second after 
24 minutes when he cut across Rio Ferdinand oa the 
edge of the area and beat Van der Sar with a neat 
right-foted finish. 

‘Yakubu added the third with a penalty in injury 
time atthe end ofthe first half and the Nigerian's ran 
past Ferdinand to the byline set up Mendieta's sec 
ond Inte in the game. 

Cristiano Ronaldo headed home 2 consolation for 
United atthe death, 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 

gland stiker Michael Owen .retumed from 
jury to lead Newcastle's romp at the 
Hawthoms, scoring twice in the second half with 
trademark clinical finishes. 

His goals, a fine volley with the outside of his 
right foot and a predatory close-range strike, gave 
manager Graeme Souness further breathing space as 
his side moved up to 10th, Alan Shearer came off the 
‘bench to add a third goal. 

Albion remain 17th and will re missed chances, 
Wales suiker Rob Eamshaw the most wasteful. 
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Wigan 1 Fulham 0, Tottenham 1 Arsenal 1, 
Birmingham City 0 Everton 1, Charlton 0 Bolton 1, 
Chelsea 4 Blackburn’ 2, Liverpool 2 West Ham 0, 
Sunderland 1 Portsmouth 4, Middlesbrough 4 
Utd 1, West Bromwich 0 Newcastle Utd 3, 
Manchester City vs Aston Villa ~ Tuesday AEDT. 


AAO NNVesaRaaauaon~y 


Football League Champ’ 


Plymouth 0 Millwall 0. 
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ionship 


Bumiey 1 Hull 0, Brighton 1 Ipswich 1, Coventry 1 
Luton 0, Crowo 2 Crystal Palace 2, Dorby 1 QPR 2, 
Norwich 0 Sheffield Wed 1, Preston NE 0 Leicester 0, 
Reading 1 Leeds Utd 1, Sheffield Utd 0 Carditt 0, 
Southampton 2 Stoke 0, Watford 3 Wolverhampton 1, 


BRsSsRsRRge™ 


SERLSSVRSF 


@ R<z0 


ABSW (&) 


TABLES AND RESULTS 


What's on the Box 


November 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Aston WeceS November 
ion Villa v Liverpool 11.40 pm 
E 1 Mier 55 
iverton v Middlest am 
Portsmouth v Wigan 4,10 am 
Blackburn ¥ Charlton 1.00 pm (delay) 
Fri 7 Noyember 
Man Utd y Chelsea 2.55 am 
Sat 8 November 
Bolton Tottenham 6.55 am 
Wed 19 November 
Wigan v Arsenal 11.40 pm 


A-LEAGUE 
Fri Nov4 
NZ Knights v Newcastle 6.00 pm 
Melbourne v QLD Roar 8.00 pm 
Sun Nov 6 
Adelie Path 9.00 pn 
Fri Nov 
Newcastle Melbourne 8.00 pm 
Perth v NZ Kaights 10.00 pm 
Sun Nov 13 
‘CC Mariners v Adelaide 3.00 pm 
‘Sydney FC v QLD Roar 5.00 pm 
‘Tue Nov 18 
‘Melbourne v CC Mariners 8.00 pm 
Wed Nov 19 
Sydney v Perth 8.00 pm 
‘Thar Nov 20 
‘Adelaide v NZ Knights 5.00 pm 
QLD Roar v Newcastle 7.00 pm 
‘Tue Noy 25 
CC Mariners ¥ QLD Roar 8.00 pm 
Perth v Neweastle 10.00 
“Wed Nov 
NZ Knights y Melbourne 6.00 pm 
Thur Noy 27 
Adelaide v Sydney FC 5.00 pm 
*To be shown on Fox 
Channels 11 & 12 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
Wed Noy 2 
‘Liverpool v Anderlecht 6. 30am 
‘Thur Nov 3 
Juventus v Bayern Munich 6.30am 
jed Nov 23 
Barcelona v Werder Bremen 6 30am 
‘Thur Nov 24 
Real Madrid v Lyon 6.30am. 
All these matches to be shown on 
‘SBS 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 
lokoren 2. Anderlecht 2, Brussels 4 Genk 
6, Beveren 2 Zulte Waregem 1, Charleroi 
2 Westerlo 1, Club Bruges 2 Ghent 4, 
erse 0 Cercle Bruges 4, St Truiden 4 La 


louviere 3, Excelsior Mouscron 2 
Standard Liege 1, Roeselare 5 
G.Beerschot 1. 

PWOL FA Pts 
A.Standard 129 1 2 231228 
2.anderecht 127 5 0 31-125 
3.ClubBruggel2 6 4 2 17-4322 
4.Westero 126 3 3 17-821 
5.Waregem 126 2 4 22-1920 
6.AAGent 125 4 3 47-1319 
7.lokeren 115 3 3 16-1548 
8 Racing Genk12 4 5 3 17-1517 
S.FCBrussels 124 4 4 14-1346 
10. Roeselare 124 3 5 20-1715 
11. Charleroi 123 6 3 14-115 
12.Cercle 124 2 6 15-1844 
43. StTruiden 12 4 4 7 12-1643 
14.Beveren 124 1 7 13-1843 
15. Bicelsior 124 0 8 12-1942 
16.laLviere 122 4 6 12-2440 
47.liese SK 111 5 5 5-168 
18.0BA 121 3 8 11-276 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 
‘Ajax O Heerenveen 0, ADO Den Haag 0 AZ 
Alkmaar 2, Twente 0 PSV Eindhoven 1, 
RKC Waalwijk 4 NAC Breda 1, Vitesse 5 
Heracles 1, Groningen 1 Roda JC 0, 
Utrecht 4 RBC Roosendadl 4, NEC 
‘Niimegen 0 Sparta Rotterdam 0, Willem ft 


{1 Feyenoord 3. 

PWODLEA Pts 
4, PSV 10811 17-5 2 
2a 408 0 2 32-1128 
3. Feyenoord 108 0 2 27-1124 
4. RKC 107 0 3 20-1221 
5. Vitesse 105 1 4 19-1516 
6. Ajax 404 33 15-4115 
LFCGgen 105 05 11-1245 
8.FC Utrecht 104 2 4 15-15 14 
9. NAC 104 24 12-1544 
10.H'nveen 103 3 4 17-1942 
1.NEC 103 5 4 11-1342 
42.Sparta 103 3 4 9 -1242 
43.RodasC 104 0 6 15-2242 
14. FC Twente 103 2.5 11-1011 
1S.Heracles 103 25 8 -1911 
16. denHaag 102 2 6 9-488 
17. Willem 102 2 6 7-168 
18. RBC 8 100 2 8 5-262 

DUTCH EREDIVISE 


Heracles 0 NEC Nijmegen 2, Sparta 2° 


Roda JC 3, NAC Breda 1 Twente 1, RBC 
Roosendaal 0 Vitesse 3, PSV 1 Alax 0, RKC 
Waalwik 2 Feyenoord 1, Groningen 3 
‘ADO den Haag 4, AZ Alkmaar 5 Willem U4, 
Heerenveen 1 Utrecht 1. 


PWODL EA Pt 
4. PSV $711 165 2 
2.2 97 02 301121 
3. Feyenoord 9 7 0 2 241021 
4. RKC 95 03 161118 
5. Alax 9423 151114 
6. NAG 9423 1194 
7.Vitesse 99 4 1 4 141813 
8.Groningen 9 4 0 5 1042 12 
Q.Rodaic 9 4 0 5 152112 
10.FCTwented 3 24 119 14 
‘44. FCUtrecht9 3 2 4 411211 
12. Hoerenveend 3 2 4 1719 11 
1NEC 69 3 24 14311 
14. Sparta 99 3 24 942 11 
15.Herades 9 $ 2 4 744 11 
16.DenHaag 9 2 25 916 8 
17.Wilemi! 9 2 25 643 8 
wR 90 27 4m 2 


FRENCH LIGUE 1 
Marseille 4 Lille 4, Monaco 3 Ajaccio 0, 
Nantes 1 Le Mans 0, Bordeaux 2 Troyes 0, 
Lyon 1 Sochaux 0, Lens 1 Toulouse 0, 
Strasbourg 0 St Etienne 1, Rennes 2 Metz 


4, Nancy 0 Nice 0, Auxerre 2 Paris St 
Germain 0. 


P WOLF A Pts 
1.Lyon 13103 0 23-8 33 
2Bordeaux 136 6 1 14-7 24 
BStEtienne 136 5 2 14-7 23 
4PaissG 137 24 15-1123 
S.Awere 137 15 16-1622 
6. lie 135 5 3 18+1020 
TMonaco 136 25 14-1120 
@Rennes 136 25 15-2520 
9. Lens 12471 18-9 19 
4.leMans’ 135 4 4 13-9 19 
U1. Marselle 135 3 5 14-1518 
WWancy 135 26 16-9 17 
Blige = 134-5 4 11-1517 
WWantes 134 3 6 10-1115 
15. Toulouse 134 3 6 10-1515 
16.Sochaux 133 3 7 7-14 12 
qW.Naccdo 122 55 9-14 11 
1w.tyes 132 5 6 10-1771 
49. Strasbourg13 0 6 7 5-14 6 
2.Metz 130 49 5-24 4 

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 

aisersiautem 2 B Leverkusen 2, Cologne 
4 Bayem Munich 2, Borussia Dortmund 2 


Moenchengladbach 1, Hamburg 1 
Schalke 0, Duisburg 1 Wolfsburg 0, 
Stuttgart 3 Hertha Berlin 3, Werder 
Bremen 4 Eintracht Frankfurt 1, Arminia 
Bielefeld 4 Hanover 1, Mainz 4 


FA Ps 
20-7 28 
31-1326 
19-6 24 
N78 
16-13 18 
18-16 18 
12-13 16 
17-1515 
16-16 15 
14-14 13 
19-20 13 
10-1714 
18-17 10 
11-19 10 
16-259 

12-219 

16-279 

1-206 


16. Duisburg 
17. Ktautem 
18. Numberg 


WHUOSaaRVaDEawaasad 
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GREEK ETHNIKI KATIGORIA 
Apollon 1 Olympiakos 2, Kallithea 2 
‘Axratitos 0, lonikos 4 OF! Crete 4, Iraklis 2 
Levadiakos 0, Atromitos 0 Egaleo 0, 
Panathinaikos 1 PAOK 0, Xanthl 4 Larisa 0. 


PWOLEA Pts 
1xanthi 86-8 6 14 13-5 19 
2olympiakos 8 6 02 18-5 18 
B.AKAthens7 4.21 9 -4 14 
4Pthinakos 8 4 22 10-8 14 
S.PAK 8 3 32 14-8 12 
G.Atromitos 8 3 3.2 9 -6 12 
Teale 88 251 6 -6 11 
Blais = 8 314 7 -1010 
Qiasa 88 233 1-99 
10.levadiakos8 233 5 -8 9 
11.081 82337 -19 
‘Winikos 8 152 9 -148 
18.Kalamaria 8 2-24 7 -128 
14. Panionios 7 2 23 8 -158 
.Aeratitos 8.125 5 85 
16.kalithea 8 116 5 -104 
ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE 2 


Bamet 2 Rushden & Diamonds 4, Boston 
Utd 2 Torquay 0, Bury 2 Notts County 3, 
Carisie 6 Stockport 0, Cheltenham 0 
Mansfield 2, Leyton Orient 1 Oxford Utd 
0, Macdesfield 2 Bristol 1, Northampton 
0 Grimsby 0, Rochdale 1 Lincoln City 2, 
Shrewsbury 3 Chester 1, Wrexham 1 
an La feta a powcr 


PWODL FA Pts 
Leyton Orient 169 4 3 252031 
Wycombe 167 9 0 301830 
Grimsby = 168 4 4 211028 
Rochdale 168 2 6 302126 
Chester «= 16.6 7 3 302225 
Carlisle 167 3 6 201624 
Wrexham = 166 5 5 2218.25 
Northampton 165 8 3 20 1625 
Boston Utd 165 8 3 222123 
Peterborough 166 4 6 21 16 22 
Oxford Utd 165 7 4 15 15 22 
Notts County 165 7 4 1519 22 
Darington 165 6 5 181621 
Shrewsbury 165 6 5 182024 
Cheltenham 165 5 6 182220 
Uncoincity 164 7 5 181719 
Bristol Rovers 165 4 7 1925 49 
Bamet 164 6 6 1725 18 
Bury 64 57 172117 
Mansfield 164 4 8 262516 
R&Dimonds 163 6 7 162315 
Stockport 162 9 5 223215 
Macclesfield 163 6 7 162615 
Torquay 163 49 122643 

ENGLISH NATIONWIDE 
CONFERENCE 


Accrington 2 York 1, Cambridge 2 
Crawley Town 1, Canvey Is 3 Morecambe 
3, Dag & Red 1 Forest Green 1, Exeter 3 
‘Tamworth 0, Gravesend 0 Stevenage 2, 
Kidderminster 1 Hereford 4, Scarborough 
2 Aldershot 2, Southport 1 Grays 4, 


Woking 2 Halifax 2, 

PWODL FA Pts 
Grays Athletic 15. 9 6 0 391733 
Exeter 159 3 3 291430 
Ngton Stanley!5 9 2 4 27.2229 
York 158 4 5 291528 
Stevenage 158 3 4 272027 
Morecambe 158 2 5 2615 26 
Halifax 157 4 4 209725 
Woking 156 5 4 25 1823 
Hereford «156 5 4 171128 
DagkRed 155 5 5 241920 
Kidderminster 15.5 4 6 16 18 19 
Gravesend 155 4 6 2023 19 
Cbridge Utd 155 3 7 202418 
Canvey island 154 5 6 2023 17 
Aitrincham 144 4 6 102416 
Aldershot 154 3 8 19.2815 
Southport 154 3 8 192915 
Forest Green 153 5 7 142114 
Tamworth 153 5 7 112214 
CrawieyTown 15 3 4 8 17 26 13 
Scarborough 153 4 8 1427 13 
Burton Albion 443 3 8 17.27 12 

PORTUGUSE 

‘SUPER LIGA 


Porto 0 Vitoria Setubal 0, Naval 1 Benfica 
4, Estrela Amadore 0 Nacional Madeira 2, 
Penafiel 1 Academica 0, Rio Ave 2 
Maritimo 2, Uniao Leiria 3 Gil Vicente 0, 
Guimaraes 0 Pacos de Ferreira 2, Boavista 


2 Sporting Lisbon 2. 

PWODL EA Pts 
1. Braga 8 6 2 0 8-1 20 
2Poto 9 5 31 12-6 18 
3. Nacional 9 5 31 10-4 18 
4 Benfica 9 5 22 15-7 17 
5. Boavista 9 3 51 10-9 4 
6 Setubal 9423 5-3 1 
7. RloAve 9 423 13-1214 
8 Sporting 9 4 23 12-1344 
9. Premera 9 4 1 4 11-1395 
10, Naval 9 3 24 12-1211 
11, Uleiia 9 3 24 10-4111 
12, GVicente9 3 1.5 7-41 10 
18.Binenses 8 3 0 5 12-129 
14.EAmadoraS 2 3 4 8-119 
15.Maritimo 9 1 5 3 411-138 
16. Academicad 2 2 5 8-118 
17. Guimarses9 21 6 5-147 
18.Penafiel 9 1 2 6 6-165 


SCOTTISH 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Falkirk 4 Livingston 4, Hibernian 2 Hearts 
0, Kilmamock 4 Aberdeen 2, Dunfermline 
0 Motherwell 3, Rangers 1 Inverness CT 
41, Dundee Utd 2 Cettic 4. 


PWODL FA Pts 
Celtic 1310 2 1 351232 
Hearts 3102 1 279 32 
Hibemian 139 1 3 241328 
Rangers 136 4 3 23 13:22 
Kilmamock 135 3 5 232218 
Motherwell 135 2 6 2528 17 
Aberdeen 434 4 5 171716 
Invemess CT 133 5 5 1316 14 
Dundee Utd 133 4 6 162215 
Falkirk 133 4 6 132315 
Dunfermiine 131 2 108 275 
Uvingston 130 5 8 6 285 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 
Real Betis 0 Real Madrid 2, Athletic Bilbao 
1 Celta Vigo 1, Alaves 0 Cadiz 0, 
Deportivo 0 Getafe'0, Osasuna 2 Espanyol 
0, Real Mallorca 1 Sevilla 1, Real Zaragoza 
4 Malaga 1, Valencia 1 Santander 1, 
Barcelona 5 Real Sociedad 0, Atletico 
Madrid 4 Vilareal 1 


PWOLFA Pts 
4. Osasuna 107 0 3 14-1021 
2, Barcelona 105 4 1 24-1019 
3. RMadrid 106 0 4 21-1118 
4.Getafe 105 2 3 16-1317 
5. Celta 105 2 3 12-1017 
Villarreal 104 4 2 17 -1216 
7.Sevlla = 104 4 2 10-6 16 
8.Deportivo 104 4 2 13 -1116 
9.Valenia 104 4 2 15 -14%6 
10. Sociedad 105 1 4 15-1916 
41. Atieticn 104 2 4 11-1014 
12.Cadiz 103 43 7 913 
13.Malaga 103 2 5 14-1311 
14, Zaragoza 101 7 2 12 -1410 
15. Racing 102 4 45 -7 10 
16.Mallorca 102 3 5 9 -189 
W.Bets = 102 3 5 7 -179 
18.Alaves 101 5 4 8 -148 
19. Espanyol 102 2 6 6 - 138 
20.Athletic 101 3 6 10-156 
TURKISH FIRST DIVISION 
Denizlispor 0 Trabzonspor 1, Ankaraspor 
1 Malatyaspor 2, Fenerbahce 4 


Gaziantepspor 0, Rizespor 4 Sivasspor 0, 
Diyarbakirspor 0 Vestel Maniséspor 2, 
Genclerbirigi 2 Galatasaray 1, Kayserispor 
1 Konyasfor 0, Samsunspor 1 Erdyessnor 
1, Besiktas 4 Ankaragucu 2. 


PWODLEA Pts 
4.Fenerbahce119 2 0 26 -1029 
2Galatasaray 118 2 1 26 -1226 
BXayserispor 117 1 3 21 -1322 
aSivasspor 116 3 2 12-721 
SErclyesspor 114 6 1 12-8 18 
E.G'tepspor 114 4 3 14-1016 
7eesktas 104 3 3 11-915 
BIrabzonspor 114 3 4 12-1415 
IClerbitigh 113 5 3 10-9 14 
10Ankaragucu10 3 3 4 13-1312 
‘1.Manisaspor 1133 5 15-1612 
12Reespor 113 3 5 8 -1112 
$3.Konyaspor 112 5 4 14-1111 
1GAnkaraspor112 5 4 13-1411 
15S'sunspor 112 3 6 21-289 
16.Di'akirspor 112 2 7 10-208 
17. Denidispori1 14 6 6 -137 
18M'yaspor 111 5 7 8 -236 
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Fed Zelic has teen a name many Australian 
l football fans have long remembered ever 
since he made his NSL debut atthe age of 20 

with Sydney United. 

‘The now 34°year-o experienced campaigner has 
lived his dreams of representing his country and hav- 
ing played abroad for almost 13 seasons, it was only 
time until Zelic was to once again call Australia 
home. 

Now with his family all but nestled in nicely into 
the laid ack scenes of Newcastle, the man they call 
“Mr Calm’, has really enjoyed his A-League debut 
with the storming Jets. 

Zelic chats to ABSW Editor Mark Stavroulakis 
about his career so far with the Jets, his thoughts on 
Australia qualifying for Germany, jewelry in the 
‘game and whether the rademark five 0’clock shadow 
was to remain apart of Ned's features, 


Its sound 11 of the A-Leegue season and so far the 
intelligent display ofthe Jets number 5 and of course 
skipper NED ZELIC has shone out to a tee 

Having played for European clubs such as 
Borussia Dortmund (Germany), QPR (England), 
Eintract Frankfurt (Germany), Auxerre (France), 
1860 Munich (Germany) and Wacker Tirol (Austria), 
‘Zelic believes the standard of the A-League has been 
at a decent level. 

“T kind of knew what to expect when I first heard. 
of the A-League stating up in terms ofthe standard 
of football, I's of course a transitional period forthe 
game itself but nevertheless it has been very compet- 
itive and so far sucoess has been seen from all clubs, 

“The quality is definitely there as you've got play- 
ers retumning from overseas combined with some 
marquee stars and the cream of the crop here in 
Australia so overall, it’s been very interesting 
league. 

“T've been very impressed with it all but lke all 
players which have retumed home to play here in the 
‘A-League, I'ni hoping it continues its great run.” 


The Zelic style of play has always been spoken 
shout ever since he first rose to fame way back in 
1991 when scored that famous. goa! for the Olyroos 
against the Dutch which sent them to the 92° 
Qlympies in Barcelona, 

His precision with passes combined with his slice 
build up play from the back has seen Zelic rite 
amongst Australia’s best ever products that have 
come through the ranks of the AIS. 

“That has always been my game, Talways centered 
ayy style on not panicking and stressing when Tve 
had the ball. 

“Looking for options at all times and using the 
Jong ball to good effect have also been things T've 
worked on for a while 

“Through the years, 2 footballer matures in his 
‘game, and I know this happened to me but no doubt 
Tilbe sticking to this game plan until retire.” 


‘The captain ofthe Jets believes thatthe sid is very 
‘confident that it can match it with the best of them in 
the A-League and believes that the side has coped 
well so far with its various obstacles. 

“Asa squad I think we're doing quite well consid- 
ering the things we've faced which have gone against 
us, Suspensions and injuries have hindered our 
progress but the entre team has given their 100% for 
the Jets cause, 

“Now that we have everyone fit and ready, we 
need to realize that we do have the potential to dam- 
age teams so the next step for us is to back up our 
match performances.” 


‘Various media outlets that ridiculed Newcastle's 
$541 Joss to Perth Glory in round 7 hac it that Zelic 
‘was so furious with the seare-ine that he threatened 
toleave the side. 

‘This though was all news to Ned who put an end 
tothese dirty rumours that circulated around the foot- 
ball pitches of the A-League, 

“This is fr from the truth, I'm not jumping ship at 
all and T'm in for the long haul. Football is always 
‘cing to have its ups and downs but it’s really impor- 
fant that we stay focused and build from our mis- 
takes, 

“Afier the Glory loss we responded well and have 
once again gotten back into contention with the top 
foxt. Obviously no player likes losin five goals but 
itwas one of those days where things didn’t go the 
‘way we wanted them to go —injuries and suspensions 
tour key players also played a role in that.” 


Ned Zelic: Newcastle United Jets’ intelligent defender and skipper 


‘The people of Newcastle have been a proud sport- 
ing city where many of the locals have gotten behind 
their beloved team in whatever sport, whether it be 
the Knights inthe league tothe Jets in football, 

‘As always, the fans expect the best from their 
teams and witha terrific line-up within the Jets, high 
standards have already been pinned on the boys from 
Energy Australia Stadium, 

“We have to treat every game as if t were our last 
4s we don’t want to lose ground of the top side’s in 
the league, 

“It’s been very close-and there has been a mixed 
bag of results which have really sparked this A~ 
League. I think we can hit the top four provided we 
build our momentum and stay injury free, 

“t's sil early days though and we don’t want to 
get too far abead of ourselves.” 


‘Two players that have made a lage impact in the 
Jels squad this season have been the efforts of gun-ho 
striker Ante Milicic and the magician in midfield 
Nicky Carle, 

“Both players have done really well for the squad 
so far this season and they've really been great forthe 
league in terms of entertainment and quality 

“Tezza is a cool finisher, he knows What to do with 
the ball and his experience speaks for itself when you 
‘watch him play up front, 

“"Nick’s explosive play has really benefited us this 
season, his skill has been top notch and again he’s 
been great to watch especially from a fans point of 
view.” 


Embarrassing would have to be the best word in 
describing what happened to Perth Glory striker 


Damian Mori after he was told by referee Mark 
Shield that he could not play due to not being able to 
remove his wedding ring from his finger, 

‘Usually taping it does the trick, as all players from 
across the world do, but in this case Shield and the 
match day officals followed the FIFA law and ban- 
ished Mori to the sidelines much to the dismay of 
both him and coach Steve McMahon, 

With Zelic's extensive knowledge ofthe European 
game and mentality, be believed the officials went 
about it the wrong way. 

“Embarrassing is an understatement, What’s 
‘wrong with taping your finger and getting on with the 
game? Is this caution really needed when we all know 
that there are ways around this? It was hard enough 
the guy (Damian) was on a short-term contract which 
rieant he only had a few games to play and stopping 
‘him from playing only made matters worse. 

“Also, things like shaking players. hands before 
Kick-off, is that necessary? One minute we are all 
doing this and then the next we're kicking the crap 
out of each other, I think a few of these things needs 
to be addressed forthe new season 

“In saying tis asa player though you can only do 
0 much, so the bes thing we can do is put our heads 
down and get on with the game.” 


Known as Australia’s sixth largest city, Newcastle 
offers all the benefits and amenities of a lange city but 
With all the friendliness of a regional town. 

With a population of around 137,000, Ned has set- 
ted in rather nicely with his young family 

“Brom the first minute I got here T knew it was 
going to work out. Its a wonderful city, very laid 
back and comfortable, the people are real friendly, the 
Jets fans are great but the city overall has been a joy 
to lve in” 


Having beld 40 Socceroos caps under his belt, 
Zelic believes that Australia's World Cup destiny 
clash against Uruguay in less than two weeks time 
could be decided with a moment of individual bril- 
liance from one of the sides. 

“For sue twill be a tough task for the Australians 
ut I think they have big name players to match up to 
‘what Uruguay has. I's going to come down toa piece 
of individual brilliance, hopefully from Australi, in 
‘what could decide the match. 

“Guys like Bresciano, Viduka and Kewell can pro- 
duce something special but as they say in football, 
‘anyone can win on the day.” 


CClls forthe Jets skipper were heeded a number of 
times from the media especially ABSW, prior to Guus 
Hiddink’s appointment as national team coach as 
Australian fons knew they needed someone like 
Zelic’s presence in the country’s backline, 

‘This unfortunately did not happen as Ned was 
‘overlooked but the well spoken defender telieved he 
achieved what he had to do during his international 
career. 

“{ wasn't upset in not making the squad this sea- 
son, maybe six years ago yes but I've put that all 
behind me and have gotten on with my life in foot- 
ball 

“did my bit for Australian soccer with the green 
and gold jersey but [think now's the time for some of 
the new guys to shine for the Socceroos.” 


With two years on his contract with the Jets, ABSW. 
asked Ned what he would do after he called it quits 
from the round ball game. 

“A logical choice would be to get into coacaing. I 
‘mean Idon’t have a doctors degree (laughs) to fall on 
but seiously I think that’s where T would possibly 
Jean towards at this stage. 

“Lrcally haven't thought that far ahead yet to tell 
you the truth, I just want to enjoy my football as 
much a Tan and hope I can do my bit in winning. 
things with the Jets and we'll see what happens in the 
future? 


‘One famous trademark that Ned Zelic has sported 
throughout his football years has been tha of his five 
o'clock shadow. 

‘Asked whether it would come off the Jets skipper 
replied 

“Ws there to stay for good, I've experimented a 
few things through my time but I feel comfortable 
with it so it's definitely staying.” 


